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The Permanent Council congratulated the people and Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, who were celebrating the country’s Independence Day on the very day of the meeting.
· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina requesting inclusion of the topic “Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín”
The Permanent Council commemorated the anniversary of the death of the Liberator General Don José de San Martín.  The remarks made by the Chair of the Council and by the representative of the delegation of Argentina and various other delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting.
· Report of the Chair of the General Committee on the Convocation of the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

The Chair of the General Committee referred to the convocation of the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, agreed to by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05).  He said that the General Committee had decided, at its meeting of August 18, 2005, to:

· Accept the offer by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host said meeting on Isla de Margarita from November 17 to 19, 2005; and
· Request the Working Group charged with preparations for the meeting to elect its chair, in accordance with Article 28.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

Accordingly, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 889 (1503/05), convening the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held on the date and in the place indicated above. 

· Presentation by the Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights on resolution AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05)
The Permanent Council heard the presentation by Dr. Roberto Cuellar, Executive Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, in keeping with the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2066 (XXXV-O/05), “Dissemination of Information on the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Educational Institutions in the Countries of the Hemisphere.”

After listening to the comments by delegations, the Council decided to take note of Dr. Cuellar’s presentation on the Institute’s numerous activities in connection with that topic and to transmit it, together with the documents submitted by the Institute (CP/INF.5229/05), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to enable said Committee to take them into account when considering the human rights topics entrusted to it by the General Assembly.

· Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina attaching the draft resolution “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents”
Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented the draft resolution “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents.”

The Permanent Council, bearing in mind its mandate from the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05), adopted resolution CP/RES. 890 (1503/05), in which, among other things, it established the “Specific Fund for the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents.”
· Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere

The Permanent Council considered the mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05) and installed the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, as provided for in operative paragraphs 4 and 5 of that resolution.

On a motion by Ambassador Osmar V. Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, which was seconded by Ambassador Carmen Marina Gutiérrez, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, the Council elected, by acclamation, Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, as chair of that Committee.

Lastly, taking into account operative paragraph 7 of the aforementioned resolution, which requested the Permanent Council to submit the Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime to the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI) for consideration, the Council asked the Special Committee to report, no later than February 1, 2006, on the implementation of the mandate entrusted to it.
· Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs
The Council began its consideration of the mandate issued by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2144 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs,” with presentations on the topic by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, and the representative of the Department of Multidimensional Security of the OAS General Secretariat.


The Permanent Council took note of the presentations, comments, and suggestions of the General Secretariat and the delegations, which may be found in the minutes of the meeting. 

A proposal was made to refer that topic to the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime for consideration, in view of the legal ties between said topic and the Committee’s mandate.  However, at the request of the Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Venezuela, the Council decided to hold off on referring the topic to the Special Committee until consultations had been held in that regard.
· Referral of documents to committees
The quarterly report on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between April 1 and July 30, 2005, was transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration:
· Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts, Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.4053/05)

· Columbus Memorial Library (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 1)

· Fund for Peace (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 2)

· Office of Sustainable Development and Environment (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 3)

· Office of Education, Science, and Technology (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 4)
· Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness (CP/doc.4053/05 add. 5 corr. 1).
· Adoption of minutes
The minutes of the special meeting of April 21, 2004, and of the regular meeting of May 20, 2004, were adopted (CP/ACTA 1411/04 and CP/ACTA 1423/04, respectively).
· Other business
· The Alternate Representative of Colombia reported on the First Meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Authorizations or Licenses for the Import, Export, or Transit of Firearms, held within the framework of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).
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The Alternate Representative of Venezuela informed the Council that the expert from his country had not been able to attend the First Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) because she had not been issued a visa to travel to the United States.  The representative of the United States then proceeded to explain why the visa had not been issued.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1503/05.
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