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Summary of the meeting of September 6, 2005

The Committee on Hemispheric Security held a meeting to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-733/05 rev. 1 corr. 1

1. Opening remarks by the Committee Chair


The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile declared the meeting open and, on behalf of his Government, thanked all the Committee members for the support and trust they had deposited in him as he led the Committee’s efforts to achieve the objectives set for it by the General Assembly and the Permanent Council.

2. Election of the Vice Chairs of the Committee

· First Vice Chair:  At the suggestion of the Alternate Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, seconded by the Alternate Representative of Guatemala, the Committee elected by acclamation Ambassador Denis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada as First Vice Chair.

· Second Vice Chair:  At the suggestion of the Permanent Representative of El Salvador, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Brazil, Ambassador Mauricio Aguilar, Alternate Representative of Honduras, was elected by acclamation as the Committee’s Second Vice Chair.

3. Presentation of the Draft Work Plan

The Chair of the Committee briefly introduced the Committee on Hemispheric Security’s Draft Work Plan for 2005-2006, document CP/CSH-732/05.


The Chair commented on some of the Committee’s mandates such as completion of the analysis of the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) [AG/RES: 2117 (XXXV-O/05)]; natural disaster reduction and risk management in the framework of the Joint Consultative Body of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) [AG/RES: 2114 (XXXV-O/05)]; consideration, from a strategic perspective, of the way extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states [AG/RES: 2115 (XXXV-O/05)]; and review of implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES: 2117 (XXXV-O/05)].


He also mentioned the division of the work plan into three broad issues to be addressed in the Committee, namely:  hemispheric security, action against antipersonnel landmines, and treaties, conventions, and issues related to disarmament and nonproliferation.


The delegations of Brazil, El Salvador, United States, Argentina, Grenada, Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Jamaica, and Peru then took the floor to comment on the Committee work plan.


The delegations’ comments on the Draft Work Plan were noted, especially their view that it would be necessary, for the work of the Committee, to take the Declaration on Security in the Americas into account and, specifically, the provisions contained in paragraphs 42 to 52 of the Chapter on Institutional Issues and their relation to Executive Order 05-3, corr.1, which refers to the Department of Multidimensional Security, which is to act as Technical Secretariat of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Hemispheric Security as well as other security-related activities and committees.


Some delegations also referred to the extreme poverty issue and to the need to assign it priority in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05); explicit mentioning of the gender perspective in the work plan; inclusion in the plan of the defense ministerials; and the inclusion of several international meetings on topics to be addressed by the Committee.


Some delegations underscored the importance of taking the program-budget of the Organization into account when negotiating resolutions with budgetary implications.  Accordingly, due note was taken of the delegations’ opinion that informal meetings were needed to negotiate topics assigned to the Committee, especially the subject of the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB).


Finally, the Committee agreed to:

· Continue consideration of the Draft Work Plan (CP/CSH-732/05) at a subsequent meeting.

· Ask the Committee Secretariat to issue a new revised draft based on the observations and suggestions put forward by the delegations.

· Schedule, where possible, informal meetings to consider the topics assigned to the Committee.
· Take note of the invitation of the Committee Chair to take part in the seminar on progress with implementation of United Nations Security Council resolution 1540, to be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from September 26 to 28, 2005.

· Submit the Work Plan for 2005-2006, once it has been finalized by the Committee, to the Permanent Council, for its information and consideration.

4. Installation of the Working Group

Pursuant to Article 13 and 27.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee declared that it had installed the Working Group to Analyze the Juridical and Institutional Link between the OAS and the IADB, in accordance with operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2117 (XXXV-O/05), which reads as follows: 


[T]o request the Permanent Council to conclude, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the analysis and its discussions on the topic, and to prepare and approve, by no later than December 31, 2005, ad referendum of the General Assembly, a statute for the IADB to replace its current regulations and amend its basic structure and its relationship with the OAS.


It was decided that the Working Group would, as suggested by several delegations and to the extent possible, hold informal meetings to comply with paragraph 5 of aforementioned resolution AG/RES. 2117.

5. Election of the Chair of the Working Group


At the suggestion of the Alternate Representative of Peru, the Committee elected Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanente Representative of Peru, by acclamation, as Chair of the Working Group.



It was agreed that the Working Group would elect its own Vice Chair.

6. Other business
Pursuant to Article 68.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee on Hemispheric Security shall distribute the summary of its meetings within 72 hours of the meeting concerned.


In that connection, in order to avoid duplicating information and bearing in mind that, according to Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee must submit a final report, in writing, to the Permanent Council on the matters assigned to it, it was decided that the summaries would only record the decisions taken by the Committee in each area dealt with.


The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
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