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Summary of the meeting of August 31, 2005

Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León called the meeting to order and thanked the delegations for having selected him as chair of the CAJP for 2005-2006.

1. Election of the vice chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


The Committee decided to postpone its decision on this matter until its next meeting, which would be held, if possible, on Thursday, September 29, 2005.

2. Election of the chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, was elected, by acclamation, chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. His candidacy was proposed by the delegation of Brazil and seconded by the delegation of Argentina.

The delegations expressed their satisfaction that the person who had headed up that working group since February 2004 had been elected.

Ambassador León Alvarado underscored the importance of the draft Declaration to the indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere in terms of the recognition of the rights they had been demanding for centuries, and emphasized that it was his intention to have the Working Group conclude its preparation of the Draft American Declaration as soon as possible.

3. Installation of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

In keeping with the mandate set forth in operative paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2126 (XXXV-05), the Committee decided to establish said Working Group.

4. Election of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance

The first secretary, Silvio José Alburquerque e Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil, was elected, by acclamation, chair of the Working Group that the CAJP had just established.  His candidacy was proposed by the delegation of Guatemala and seconded by the delegation of Bolivia.

Speaking on behalf of the Government of Brazil, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi expressed his appreciation to the CAJP and emphasized that said Government attached great importance to that topic.

5. Consideration of the topic:  Composition and functioning of the Working Group established to examine the periodic reports in the framework of the Protocol of San Salvador of the American Convention on Human Rights [AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05) – operative paragraph 2]
At the outset, Counselor Eduardo Acevedo Díaz, in his capacity as coordinator (prior to the thirty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly) of the informal consultations that resulted in the preparation of the Standards for the Preparation of Periodic Reports pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador, provided some background information on the topic.

The Committee then decided to entrust Mr. Acevedo Díaz with coordinating the informal consultations on the composition and functioning of the Working Group to consider the aforementioned periodic reports.  Said consultations would be open to all member states and would be expected to produce a report for consideration by the CAJP.

6. Consideration of the Chair’s proposed Schedule of Activities of the CAJP for 2005-2006 (CP/CAJP-2303/05)

The Chair of the Committee made a brief presentation on this topic and, after listening to the comments and recommendations of delegations, announced that, with assistance from the General Secretariat, those considerations would be included in a revised version of the document.
In response to additional comments by some delegations, he added that the CAJP could not consider draft resolutions on topics that the Permanent Council had not assigned to it, unless the matter had first gone through the General Committee, the body that would determine which Committee topics should be assigned to.  In other words, in accordance with procedures established by the Permanent Council itself, the CAJP would not receive draft resolutions on new topics directly.

7. Other business

Lastly, Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Chair of the Permanent Council, addressed the delegations in connection with the tragedy caused by Hurricane Katrina in the south of the United States, in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.
In the face of this major emergency, Ambassador Álvarez offered the delegation of the United States the condolences and solidarity of the organs of the inter-American system.
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