
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
GT/RTP-10/05 add. 4



16 September 2005


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish


Working Group to Prepare for

the Meeting of National Authorities


on Trafficking in Persons

MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES

ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED AGENDA

(Paraguay)

THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY
TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C
No. 445 -05/MPP/OEA

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Paraguay to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons and, in connection with that meeting, to be held on November 17 to 19, 2005 on Isla Margarita, Venezuela, hereby remits the document outlining the position of the Republic of Paraguay on this subject, prepared by the Directorate of Policy Planning of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) would like to convey to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., September 14, 2005
The General Secretariat
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
VMRE/DGPM/DOI/No.1581/2005
Ref.  Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Directorate of International Organizations – presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) and, in connection with the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held on November 17 to 19, 2005 on Isla Margarita, Venezuela, hereby remits the document outlining the position of the Republic of Paraguay on this subject, prepared by this Ministry’s Directorate of Policy Planning, and approved by the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The Ministry kindly requests the Permanent Mission to forward the aforementioned information to the Working Group responsible for preparing that meeting.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Directorate of International Organizations – would like to avail itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Asunción, September 9, 2005
Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the
Organization of American States (OAS)
Washington, D.C.
United States of America 
Position of the Republic of Paraguay on Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons

Paraguay is aware of the new phenomena emerging in the globalized world that represent enormous opportunities for the circulation of capital, goods, services, and persons. A negative byproduct of these developments is the worrying appearance of criminal organizations recruiting human beings for commercial exploitation. Paraguay therefore categorically rejects any violation, mistreatment, or abuse of the human rights, of persons, especially women and children.


To combat this scourge, the Government of the Republic of Paraguay has been resolutely backing every initiative and action being undertaken in the all-out fight against trafficking in persons.


To that end, at the beginning of 2004, it called upon several governmental and civil society organizations to take part in an Inter-Institutional Round Table aimed at coordinating all efforts at preventing and combating this heinous crime.  That Round Table was officially established by Decree of the Executive Branch No. 5093 of April 15, 2005, “Establishing and Installing the Inter-Institutional Round Table for Preventing and Combating the Trafficking of Persons in the Republic of Paraguay.” Its principal mission is to provide guidance in formulating policies and instructions for the prevention, punishment, and suppression of trafficking in persons.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is in overall charge of coordination.


Another step taken by Paraguay was to perform an exploratory diagnostic assessment of smuggling and/or trafficking in persons for sexual exploitation. That investigation was conducted at the request of the Paraguayan Government by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Luna Nueva nongovernmental organization, toward the end of 2004.  Its findings were presented in June 2005.


The study traces the operations in Paraguay designed to lure and recruit the victims, the mechanisms used, and the internal and international routes.


The study also describes the strengths and weaknesses of both governmental and civil society institutions with respect to prevention, assistance to victims, and effective actions to punish those trafficking in human beings.


In May 2005, a Referral Center was set up for Victims and their Family Members, offering legal, psychological, and medical assistance and services to monitor the victims’ reinsertion into society. This project is run by the Women’s Secretariat of the Presidency of the Republic.  It receives United States Government funding. Since it opened, it has provided care for 35 victims of trafficking, most of whom were repatriated from neighboring countries and, to a lesser extent, from Spain. This activity is being conducted thanks to coordination between the Secretariat for Repatriated Persons, the Secretariat for Children and Adolescents, the Public Prosecutor’s Office, INTERPOL, Crime Investigation Office, Health Directorate of the National Police, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and other entities. It is supported also by the other governmental and civil society institutions taking part in the Inter-institutional Round Table for Preventing and Combating the Trafficking of Persons. 


To boost this project, the Government of Paraguay has requested technical cooperation assistance from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to finance a project entitled “Support for Combating Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children,” the purpose of which is to achieve greater awareness of trafficking in persons and exploitation of minors among government policy-makers and other influential persons (national authorities, media, civil society organizations, public and private sector leaders, and others). The project will be executed in 2006 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and will take altogether 18 months, at a total cost of US$180,000 (one hundred eighty thousand US dollars), of which US$150,000 (one hundred fifty thousand dollars) constitute a non-reimbursable grant from the IDB and US$35,000 (thirty-five thousand dollars) are a local counterpart contribution.


In the international arena, Paraguay has ratified the following international instruments against transnational organized crime:

· the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, which complements the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime, of 2000;

· The Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, which entered into force in Paraguay in 1998, and

· the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, ratified in July 2003.


During the MERCOSUR Summit, held in June 2005 in Asunción, the Republic of Paraguay included the issue of trafficking in persons on the agenda of the 49th session of the Commission on the Status of Women and Children (CSW) and urged member states and associated states to join forces in combating this phenomenon, upon adoption of the “Resolution on the Demand for Women and Children Trafficked for All Purposes of Exploitation,” because it considered the issue important and of interest to all.  It presented a set of proposals for addressing the issue, which were fully supported by the following member states of MERCOSUR: Argentina, Uruguay, and Brazil, and by the following associated states: Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela, thereby committing itself to combating trafficking in persons, especially women and children.


Accordingly, the following items should appear on the joint working agenda:

· Training of personnel deployed as security and control staff at strategic locations in each country (airports, bus terminals, hotels, etc.), in order to detect victims of trafficking in persons and to deal with them as such, not as criminals;

· Exhortations to other member countries of the OAS to provide and share information that could lead to the arrest of recruiters;

· An appeal to all countries to punish corrupt officials who facilitate the transit of victims of trafficking in persons and those who issue false documents for their transfer from one country to another. 

· Policies designed to prevent this offense and generate widespread awareness of the seriousness of this offense;
· Training of officials assigned to work on trafficking in persons, including personnel in the Judiciary, National Police, Directorate of Migration, consulates, and so on;

· Training for law enforcement officials in the judiciary, Public Prosecutor’s Office, and National Police, and so on, to ensure that those committing this crime really are punished; 

· Technical Assistance to ensure that laws are adapted to match the Protocol of Palermo, above all as regards definition of the crime of trafficking in persons in the Penal Code,

· The establishment of bilateral and multilateral instruments that facilitate cooperation and mutual legal assistance, in order to fight this offense more effectively and develop courses of action for addressing and eradicating this new scourge.[image: image1.emf]
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