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At the outset of the meeting, the delegations congratulated Ambassador Juan León Alvarado on his election as Chair of the Working Group for the 2005-2006 term.

1. Election of the Vice Chair of the Working Group


Counselor Ana Peña Doig, Alternate Representative of Peru, was elected by acclamation to serve as Vice Chair of the Working Group.  Her candidacy was proposed by the delegation of Canada and seconded by the delegation of Colombia.


The Vice Chair of the Working Group thanked all the delegations for her reelection to this post and reaffirmed her delegation’s commitment to supporting the work and objectives of the Group.


The Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, recognized Counselor Peña’s experience, her important contributions to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the OAS framework, her interest in seeking consensus among member states and representatives of indigenous peoples, and her concern over appropriate participation by indigenous people in that process.

2. Consideration of the Chair’s proposed schedule of activities of the Working Group for the 2005-2006 term (GT/DADIN/doc.228/05)


The delegations approved the document ad referendum, some indicating their view that there is a clear need for certain important adjustments during the 2005–2006 term, in view of the Group’s interest in pursuing its activities as efficiently and flexibly as possible.  In particular, one delegation said four separate one week negotiating sessions between October and February was not realistic for substantive, scheduling, and budgetary reasons.


Most delegations agreed to treat the schedule of activities as the Chair’s guidelines for scheduling possible dates for the main activities entrusted to the Working Group.  Some delegations, while not objecting to the proposed schedule, commented that they would prefer that the Working Group not set exact dates for negotiation meetings because they needed to consult with their capitals.
The delegations expressed interest in seeking a mechanism of support for the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus, so that their proposals could be delivered at least one week before each negotiation meeting, facilitating consultations within each government and making it possible to arrive at the meetings with more up-to-date positions.  In that connection, the Chair of the Working Group recalled that the proposals of the Indigenous Caucus of the Americas arising from its meeting of May 2 to 6, 2005 (GT/DADIN/doc.225/05) had been circulated since June 16.  He also recalled that the states had been asked to submit “…their proposed amendments, comments, recommendations, and opinions, and any other input they deem appropriate, on the sections of the Chair’s Consolidated Text which remain under consideration in the process of Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus,” but that no response had been received to that request.


In response to concern by some delegations about the funding of activities of the meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, the Chair urged states to offer to host the Working Group negotiation meetings held after the meeting in Guatemala, and, if possible, also to cover the expenses of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus held in conjunction with the corresponding negotiation meeting.  This was in view of the scarcity of resources in the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.


Lastly, the delegation of Venezuela announced that it was now studying the possibility of hosting a future meeting of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus.

3. Approval of the Agenda of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, to be held in Guatemala City from October 10 to 14, 2005 (GT/DADIN/doc.229/05).


The Working Group approved the draft agenda without amendments.

4.
Other business

· The Chair of the Working Group announced that the Government of Guatemala, for various reasons, had amended its decision as to the site of the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.  It was now to be held in the city of Antigua, Guatemala, rather than in the capital as previously announced.
· In response to some concern on the part of the United States delegation as to how the use of its contributions to the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples had been recorded, the Chair announced that he would consult with that delegation and with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to clarify the matter.
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