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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR


The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance presents his compliments to all delegations of the OAS member states following the establishment of this Working Group, pursuant to operative paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2126 (XXXV-O/05).

At the outset of the Working Group’s activities, the Chair considers it appropriate for member state delegations to have the opportunity as of now to submit their preliminary inputs for the future preparation of a draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. In particular, as concerns the nature of the future Convention, he would like to hear their views concerning which new rights not included in international instruments on the topic should be envisaged in a regional legal instrument designed to address conventional and present-day manifestations of racism, discrimination, and intolerance, so that the new instrument may, inter alia, help fill present gaps in international law in the area.
The Chair’s intent is that, once that information has been received from delegations, the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat will prepare an initial report presenting and classifying the replies received.  Said report would be distributed to the public in mid-November 2005 so as to provide an additional tool for deliberations at the special meeting, to be held on November 29.

The Chair would kindly request member state delegations to submit their replies to the Secretariat of the Working Group (Secretariat of the Permanent Council) by Friday, October 28, 2005, at the latest, for publication.

Silvio José Albuquerque e Silva

Alternate Representative of Brazil


Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention

against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
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