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Summary of the meeting of September 20, 2005


The Committee on Hemispheric Security held a meeting to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-735/05 corr. 1.


The meeting was chaired by the Second Vice Chair, Ambassador Mauricio Aguilar, Alternate Representative of Honduras.

1. Continued consideration of the Draft 2005-2006 Work Plan


The Committee continued its consideration of the Draft 2005-2006 Work Plan, document CP/CSH-732/05.  It agreed to include the following specialized meetings and conferences:

a. Meetings in the framework of the Organization 

· Regional Conference on Mine Action in the Americas, Santiago, Chile, second half of March 2006

b. International meetings

· Seminar “Toward Implementation of Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004),” Buenos Aires, Argentina, September 26-28, 2005 

· Conference of Ministers of Defense, October 2 to 4, 2005, Nicaragua

· United Nations Review Conference on the status of implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, New York, 2006


With respect to Chapter I of the Draft Work Plan, the Secretariat noted the following proposals:

· Move to section A resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions”

· Change the title of section C as follows: “Treaties, conventions, and topics related to disarmament, arms control, and nonproliferation”

· Include a new section D, which could be called “Actions against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials,” and place under that heading the following resolutions:

i. AG/RES. 2094 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials”

ii. AG/RES. 2108 (XXXV-O/05), “Proliferation of and Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons”

iii. AG/RES. 2145 (XXXV-O/05), “Denying MANPADS to Terrorists:  Control and Security of Man-Portable Air Defense Systems”


It was proposed to delete Chapter V, entitled “Studies,” on the understanding that the mandate issued to the Committee by the Permanent Council was reflected in operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2109 (XXXV-O/05), and, under that mandate, this Committee was to present to the General Assembly, through the Permanent Council, recommendations to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education in the Hemisphere, taking into account, among other sources, the United Nations study on the matter.


A number of changes to the tables attached to the Draft Work Plan were also suggested.


During consideration of this draft, the representative of the Inter-American Defense Board noted, in response to a request from a delegation, that, after studying the content of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, he would report to the Committee on the differences between light weapons and small arms.


Lastly, bearing in mind the suggestions made by the delegations on the Draft Work Plan, the Committee decided as follows:

a. To request delegations to transmit to the Secretariat before September 30 their observations and suggestions on the Draft Work Plan 2005-2006, document CP/CSH-732/05.

b. To request the Secretariat to publish a revised version of the Draft Work Plan in the light of the observations and suggestions presented by delegations.

c. To continue consideration of the draft, in its revised version, at a later meeting.

2. Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina


At the meeting of September 6, the Committee took note of the invitation issued by the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile, to attend the seminar “Toward implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004),” to be held from September 26 to 28, 2005, in Buenos Aires, Argentina (CP/CSH/INF. 41/05).
/

At this meeting, the Committee decided, on the basis of the provisions of Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council
/, to authorize the Chair to attend the seminar in accordance with the invitation issued by the delegation of Argentina.  The Committee Chair also noted that he would forward the invitation to the Permanent Council Chair for appropriate administrative action.

3. Report of the General Secretariat on the mine-clearing program


The Committee began its consideration of the mine-clearing program, drawing for that purpose on the presentation given by the representative of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the Department of Multidimensional Security of the General Secretariat.


The General Secretariat representative indicated that the program operated under a number of General Assembly mandates, among them those issued at the thirty-fifth regular session:

· AG/RES. 2105 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru”

· AG/RES. 2106 (XXXV-O/05), “Support for the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America”

· AG/RES. 2142 (XXXV-O/05), “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”

Attention was called to the financial support the program had been receiving from numerous member states, which had allowed the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) to continue its activities in areas including prevention education, victim assistance, stockpiled weapons destruction, and support for the prohibition of mines.


The General Secretariat representative also noted that mine-clearing operations in Ecuador and Peru continued with assistance from AICMA, but were facing funding problems that could make their completion in 2009 difficult.  He also referred to the technical support AICMA had been providing to the Government of Chile, as well as to the Government of Colombia, which had the most severe mine problem in the Americas.


Lastly, the Committee, having taken into account the comments made by some delegations on the topic, decided as follows:

· Once again to recognize the Governments of Ecuador, Peru, and the Central American countries for their important work to ensure the destruction of their stockpiles and the demining of border zones;

· To reiterate the Committee’s thanks to the member states of the OAS, permanent observers, and the international community in general for their technical and financial support to the execution of demining programs;

· To thank the Inter-American Defense Board for its technical support in this very important area;

· To submit the report presented by the General Secretariat on the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) to the Permanent Council for its information and consideration, and so that it might urge the member states, permanent observers, and the international community to continue supporting said program;

· To thank the General Secretariat for the report it presented, take note of it, and continue consideration of the topic whenever the Committee so decided or the General Secretariat deemed it appropriate.


In considering this subject, the Committee drew upon the Report of the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), in Spanish and English, prepared by the General Secretariat.

4. Inter-American Conventions

The Committee began its consideration of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials, adopted in Washington, D.C., at the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, on November 14, 1997.


The Committee had as a reference the updated table of signatures and ratifications of the Convention (http://www.oas.org/juridico/spanish/firmas/a-63.html).


In addition, the Alternate Representative of Colombia referred to the First Meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Export, Import, and International Transit Licenses or Authorizations for Transfers of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials, which was to be held on October 6 and 7, 2005, at OAS headquarters.


The Alternate Representative of Colombia pointed to the content of the draft agenda and its attachment, which referred to the Declaration of Bogotá establishing the aims of the meeting.  The draft agenda and its attachment are published as document CIFTA/RALIC/doc.1/05; at the request of the Representative of Colombia, it was distributed during the meeting.  She also pointed to the technical and secretariat support provided by the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs.


The Alternate Representative of Colombia mentioned the list of participants who had confirmed their attendance so far.  Note was taken of the interest in attending the meeting expressed by the delegations of Costa Rica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Brazil.  The Alternate Representative of Colombia thanked the member states for their interest in attending the event.  She indicated that the states not parties to the Convention had also been invited and would be able to participate as provided in applicable rules. 


The Committee, having learned that the expert from Argentina, Dr. Juan Carlos Ramos, had passed away, conveyed its condolences, through the Representative, to the Government and family of Dr. Ramos.


Lastly, the Committee decided to take note of the information provided by Minister María Clara Isaza, Alternate Representative of Colombia, and once again to urge those states that had not yet done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to the Convention, as appropriate.


Then, in accordance with the order of business, the Committee considered the status of signatures and ratifications of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, adopted in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on June 7, 1999, at the twenty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly (http://www.oas.org/juridico/spanish/firmas/a-64.htm).


The Committee observed the mandate issued by the General Assembly in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), calling for two meetings preparatory to the Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009.  The Committee decided to consider this matter at a later meeting.  It also decided to urge those member states that had not yet done so to sign, ratify, or accede to the Convention.


5. Other business
· Substantive and secretariat support to the Committee on Hemispheric Security 

The Alternate Representative of Mexico again referred to the decision, set forth in item 52 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, that the Committee on Hemispheric Security should receive substantive and secretariat support as soon as possible.

The Alternate Representative of Chile seconded the observation of the Mexican delegate and the Secretariat announced that it would convey the view of both delegations to the Secretary General.

· Summary minutes of the Committee

A number of delegations pointed with satisfaction to the important fact that the minutes of the Committee meeting held on September 6 had been provided within the statutory timeframe.

The meeting closed at 12:40 p.m.
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�.	During the presentation of the topic, the Committee considered, in Spanish in English, United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (2004), adopted at the Council’s 4956th meeting, held on April 28, 2004.


�.	Article 13, Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council: The committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case.  The chairs of such committees, subcommittees, and groups shall represent them at functions and ceremonies when invited to do so in that capacity.





