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The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the Organization of American States (OAS) hereby submits its comments to the General Secretariat on the proposed agenda for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, as requested by the Working Group.


The Permanent Mission of Colombia to the OAS avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, September 19, 2005 

To the

General Secretariat 

  of the Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

September 8, 2005

COMMENTS BY COLOMBIA

ON THE MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES

ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

Agenda


Colombia wishes to thank the General Secretariat for the documents it provided on the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, which are proving to be very useful for preparations for the Meeting. 

Colombia agrees with the proposed agenda presented by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). Accordingly, it would like to mention the following, with regard to the proposed topics:

Topic 1: “Toward a Common Legal Framework.  The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, as a guide to implementation in the internal law of states”


On this topic, Colombia is interested in presenting Law 985 of 2005, which includes measures against trafficking in persons in Colombia.


Topic 2: “Toward effective protection and assistance. Coordination at the national level among ministries and jurisdictions to that end.  Identification of legal service providers, physicians, centers or shelters, etc.” 

Colombia is interested in exchanging experiences of procedures used to provide protection and assistance to victims and of coordination among state institutions, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations.

Topic 3: “Toward increasing international cooperation and institution-building”

Under this topic, Colombia wishes to underscore the strategic partnerships of Colombian society vis-à-vis this subject. Also, it would be interesting to analyze proposals for increasing international judicial and police force cooperation.
Topic 4: “Crime prevention”

Colombia is interested in the following subtopics: 
Persuasion and sensitization strategy for possible victims 
Outcomes of the International Conference on “Prevention of Trafficking in Persons:  Approaches and Strategies.” 
The way the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 01 8000 telephone line works.

Exchange of Experiences with information.

Topic 5: “Prosecution of traffickers and challenges for the OAS member states.

Colombia considers that it should be possible to share experiences and establish forms of cooperation with respect to judicial research, inter-institutional coordination mechanisms, judicial cooperation among states before, during, and after judicial proceedings, and statistics.


The need for the financial and technical assistance provided by international organizations and nongovernmental organizations.


Colombia also attaches importance to analysis aimed at identifying problems and to striving for effective application of Article 30 of the Palermo Convention. 

Topic 6: “Protect the rights of victims and provide them adequate assistance.  Witness protection system. Role of witnesses in criminal proceedings.  Special assistance when children are involved.”


Colombia is particularly interested in exchanging experiences of recommendations and protection programs for victims and in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration in order to provide comprehensive assistance for victims. 
Topic 7: “Establishment or improvement of statistical records on this subject”

Colombia is interested in establishing state databases.

Others invited to attend the Meeting


Colombia considers that the organs and agencies referred to in resolution 2118/2005 should also participate in the Meeting and wishes to suggest also inviting the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).


Colombia would also welcome the participation of nongovernmental organizations, including two from Colombia: Fundación Esperanza and Fundación Renacer.  
Level of participants


Colombia will be sending high-level experts to the Meeting.

Colombian institutions interested in participating

Ministry of the Interior and Justice 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Office of the Attorney General (fiscalía general)

The Office of the Public Prosecutor (procuraduría general)

The Colombian Family Welfare Institute

The Administrative Department of Security
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