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PROCEDURES TO FACILITATE
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(Revised version presented by the Chair)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL,


REAFFIRMING CP/RES. 816 (1319/02), “The OAS Restructuring and Modernization Process”, which stated that “modernization and reform has become a permanent process within the Organization for strengthening its capacity to respond efficiently and effectively to changing mandates and needs”;

CONSIDERING:  


That the growing agenda of the General Assembly has imposed an increasing preparatory workload on the Permanent Council and its Committees and that this has had a negative impact on the efficiency of the Organization; 


That because of the OAS’s pre-eminent role in follow-up of the Summits of the Americas process and in the implementation of its mandates, as evidenced in the resolutions adopted by the GA, it is essential for the OAS to strengthen and streamline the process of placing topics on the hemispheric agenda;


That the work of the General Assembly is facilitated when its Rules of Procedure are adhered to; 

BEARING IN MIND: 


That the OAS should be inclusive and responsive to the concerns of all of its member states, respecting the principle of juridical equality and the fact that the priority that member states attach to specific issues may vary; and
That Article 41 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly states that, in adopting any resolution providing for a project or activity that entails expenditure by the Organization, the General Assembly shall take into account financial estimates, which the General Secretariat shall prepare in advance, on the impact of such projects or activities on the budgetary calculations of the Organization, as well as prior statements by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council or, as the case may be, by the General Committee of the General Assembly on such financial implications,
RESOLVES:

1.
To adopt the following recommendations as a framework for the preparation and adoption of resolutions at regular sessions of the General Assembly, taking into account its Rules of Procedure. 

i. 
To facilitate the work of the Committees, meetings should begin punctually, in accordance with Articles 36 and 44 of the Rules of Procedure; Committee Chairs should ensure that meetings last no longer than 3 hours and end by the appointed time, in order to make appropriate use of interpretation services; meetings should be held within the regular business hours of the Organization.  
ii. 
Without prejudice to Article 37 of the Rules of Procedure, delegations should endeavour to present draft Resolutions for consideration by the relevant Committee at the earliest appropriate opportunity, in order to allow sufficient time for consideration by that Committee.  

iii. 
Efforts should be made in the respective Committees to limit the number of resolutions by ensuring that, whenever possible, only one resolution on a given topic, incorporating all matters related to that topic, will be considered by the General Assembly.
iv. 
In keeping with Article 81 of the Rules of Procedure, delegations will, at the earliest opportunity, make their views on matters dealt with in a Resolution known in a statement and request that the statement appear in the corresponding minutes of the General Assembly.  The General Secretariat will take measures to ensure that the text of any such statement is easily accessible in both print and electronic format.  Should delegations wish to draw attention to these statements by means of a technical footnote in the Resolution itself, such footnotes shall be 25 words or less and shall simply direct the reader to the statement in the corresponding minutes.  
v. 
A recommendation that member states sign or become party to any international instrument, or consider doing so, should not normally be repeated in multiple resolutions, but contained only in whichever resolution is the most applicable to that subject.  


vi. 
As stipulated in Article 41, in considering draft Resolutions with financial or budgetary implications, before the respective Committees forward such resolutions to the Permanent Council for consideration, the financial and budgetary implications should first be reviewed by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP). 
vii. 
Resolutions containing unfinished mandates involving expenditure by the Organization do not require renewal, and remain in effect until they have been fully implemented or until a decision is made by way of a specific resolution to terminate them.  When appropriate, Resolutions may contain specific multi-year mandates and need not be reconsidered annually.  The Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly will list such Resolutions, indicate the mandates that have not yet been completed, and recommend their extension.  
viii. 
The General Secretariat will inform the Permanent Council each year about those mandates which, because of a lack of resources, have not been implemented in full or in part, and shall specify the amount needed to complete each of them.  In turn, the Chairs of the Committees will inform the Permanent Council of any unfinished mandates and will submit recommendations for their completion. 
ix. 
Resolutions of the General Assembly should normally direct action, including references of studies and reports, to the Permanent Council or to Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), as appropriate, unless there is a compelling reason to refer it to the General Assembly.
x. 
Routine extensions of mandates to organs, agencies and entities of the Organization should be granted by the Permanent Council or CEPCIDI.  Resolutions of the General Assembly will normally not be necessary for this purpose, unless so desired by a member state.  

xi. 
These recommendations should be implemented by the various committees or working groups, by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, and by the offices and dependencies of the General Secretariat.
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