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· In memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the former President of Colombia, Julio César Turbay Ayala, and asked Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejías, Permanent Representative of Colombia, to express its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia. 

· Oil, democracy, and hemispheric cooperation


At the request of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CP/INF.5241/05), the Council began its consideration of the topic “Oil, democracy, and hemispheric cooperation.” 


After listening to a presentation on the matter by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela (CP/INF.5252/05), and to the comments of some delegations, the Council decided to take note of both the statement and the comments and to continue its consideration of the topic at a future meeting.

· Report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on reallocation of the extrabudgetary appropriation approved by resolution CP/RES. 882 (1478/05) to cover part of the projected budget deficit for fiscal year 2005

At the request of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Council decided to postpone its consideration of this subject until a future meeting.

· Meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States with representatives of the legislatures of the Americas 


The Permanent Council continued its consideration of the mandate assigned to it in resolution AG/RES. 2095 (XXX-O/05), “Meeting of the Permanent Council with Representatives of the Legislatures of the Americas.”


It took into account the document that it had asked the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs to prepare (CP/doc.4061/05), which provided some concise background information on the meeting, set out its goal, and proposed a preliminary methodology.


During its consideration of the document, the Council took note of the comments of the Alternate Representative of Argentina, who said that the mandate given to the Permanent Council in resolution AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” was related to the topic currently under consideration and recommended that it might be more expedient to discuss the two topics together.


Accordingly, the Council decided to transmit the mandates contained in the aforementioned resolutions, AG/RES. 2095 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2122 (XXXV-O/05), as well as the document prepared by the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (CP/doc.4061/05), to the General Committee for consideration.

· Access to public information:  Strengthening democracy

The Permanent Council began its consideration of the mandate issued by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy.”


It was recalled that in that resolution the General Assembly had instructed the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression and the Office for the Promotion of Democracy of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs not only to support the efforts of member states that request their cooperation on the matter but also to assist the Permanent Council in the preparatory work for a special meeting to be convened under the provisions of operative paragraph 11 of said resolution. 


In that connection, the Council decided to forward to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the mandates given to the Permanent Council in operative subparagraphs 11.a and 11.b of resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), taking into account, among other things, the preliminary work being carried out by the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat. 


Likewise, it recommended to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs that it use as a reference the document containing the results of the meeting of government spokesmen of the OAS member states, held in Santiago, Chile, from August 16 to 18, 2005, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), which dealt with such topics as transparency and access to public information, and the dissemination of topics key to the strengthening of democracy.

· Other business

· The Secretary General referred to the difficult situation in Nicaragua and said that he would continue to keep the Permanent Council apprised of any developments.
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The Chair of the Permanent Council expressed his appreciation to the delegations and especially to the group of coordinators for the support he had received during his term as Chair.  He also expressed thanks to the General Secretariat staff and noted in particular the efficient work done by the Assistant to the Office of the Chair of the Council, Soledad Salas.
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�.	Statements and comments by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1512/05.
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