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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

AWARE of the persistent and often increasing poverty and marginalization experienced by millions of people in the Americas and determined to take effective action to address the dramatic diagnostic assessments of poverty and its causes;

CONSIDERING:

That, based on the political will of its member states, the Organization of American States has the historic mission of guaranteeing peace, justice, and development for their peoples by consolidating democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights;

That representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and economic, social, and political development of the region;

That the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American States;

That extreme poverty, insecurity, and lack of equity are infringements of human rights and create adverse conditions in the Americas for the maintenance of peace, democratic governance, social development, and the tranquility and security of peoples;

That the lack of significant progress in eradicating extreme poverty constitutes an obstacle to full democratic development in the Hemisphere; and

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of its essential purposes is to eradicate extreme poverty; 

HAVING SEEN that, in order to advance social development and the fight against extreme poverty and inequality, the member states have entered into commitments reflected in the Charter of the Organization of American States as well as other instruments adopted by the OAS, such as:  The Inter-American Democratic Charter,  the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Protocol of San Salvador, the Declaration of Margarita, and the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;

BEARING IN MIND:

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of its essential purposes is to eradicate extreme poverty;

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that democracy and economic development are interdependent and are mutually reinforcing, and that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy;


That the exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights is closely linked to the exercise of civil and political rights, because the different categories of rights constitute an indivisible whole based on recognition of the dignity of the individual;

That the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development and sustained economic growth;

That the Protocol of San Salvador develops a set of economic, social, and cultural rights that significantly complement regional instruments on the subject;

That the Democratic Charter constitutes an invaluable contribution to the defense of democratic principles and institutions, but that there is a need for a complementary instrument linking the political sphere with social development;

That, at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion on Isla Margarita, member states committed to strengthening existing cooperation mechanisms to support the fight against poverty and social exclusion; and

That the development of international law and the advisability of clarifying the provisions contained in the Charter of the Organization and basic instruments on the preservation and defense of social rights require member states to adopt new measures to eradicate hunger, marginalization, illiteracy, and destitution;

ACKNOWLEDGING:

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes the promotion, by cooperative action, of economic, social, and cultural development in order to put into practice the principles on which it is founded and to fulfill its regional obligations;
That the member states have agreed that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;

That the principles of inter-American solidarity and cooperation must shape the commitment to strive together so that the peoples of the Americas can achieve integral development and a decent standard of living;

That it is necessary to work together to foster prosperity, promote social inclusion and a more equitable distribution of economic growth, eliminate hunger, raise standards of living, generate new job and investment opportunities, promote decent work, and address the new threats to security; and

That human beings can only fulfill their aspirations within a just social order, accompanied by economic development and true peace;

DETERMINED:

To combining their vision of democracy, peace, and security with a new impetus for development and the defense of social rights; and

To renew their commitment to fight against social inequality, through effective actions, powers, and more extensive resources; and

IN FULFILLMENT of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), which instructs the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which would include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; 


AGREE to adopt the following:

SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

TITLE I

PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES


Article 1.- The principle of hemispheric solidarity is the cornerstone of this Social Charter of the Americas.  For that reason, the states reiterate their commitment to respond collectively in the quest for solutions to the most urgent or serious threats to the stability of democratic institutions, economic and social development, and peace and security of our nations.


Article 2.- The member states reiterate their commitment to seek economic growth with equity aimed at reducing poverty, eliminating hunger, and raising the standard of living of the population, and to combat, systematically and permanently, all forms of inequality, exclusion, and intolerance.

TITLE II

HUMAN BEINGS AS THE ULTIMATE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPMENT


Article 3.- The ultimate purpose of development is to serve human beings. For that reason, member states agreed, when drafting this Social Charter of the Americas, that there needs to be a pattern of relations among our peoples based on the dignity of human beings.


Article 4.- All human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to material well‑being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security.


Article 5.- One of the prime objectives of the Social Charter must be the promotion and protection of the human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, along with respect for ethnical, cultural, and religious diversity, which will help reduce poverty and bring about more inclusion, and hence equity, in the Americas.


Article 6.- It is a proven fact that poverty, inequity, and exclusion affect women in particular and in a number of ways.  Nondiscrimination against women and their autonomy should be seen as effective means of combating poverty and fostering truly sustainable development.  Their participation in social development and equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered sustainable development.


Article 7.- All human beings have a right to a decent life and to full enjoyment of their human rights.  Consequently, member states will seek to develop policies that guarantee the inclusion and protection of especially vulnerable groups, such as children and adolescents, minors at odds with the law, seniors, the disabled, the displaced, refugees, and others.

TITLE III

SOCIAL POLICY


Article 8.- The member states reiterate their commitment to sustained economic and social development, in accordance with the circumstances of each country, in such a way as to achieve a substantial reduction of poverty, especially extreme poverty, and thereby cover the basic needs of the population in terms of quality education allowing individuals to develop their full potential; adequate health care and nutrition; decent work; personal security; decent housing; and a healthy environment.


Article 9.- The Social Charter is the comprehensive social policy instrument that enables us to forge the fourth pillar of the activities that the OAS focuses on today, along with democracy, human rights, and multidimensional security.  It embodies the inter-American response to the commitments undertaken in the different subregional, regional, and world fora to establish hemispheric mechanisms that act as a nexus between economic, cultural, and social policies in support of the states’ own domestic efforts.


Article 10.- The Social Charter is determined to adopt a comprehensive approach to the issue of poverty and inequality, addressing the lack of financial resources and the lack of access and opportunities that would allow citizens to control their own destiny, while taking into account the real circumstances of each state.


Article 11.- The Social Charter seeks to make development a right and a reality for all our peoples and to help member states to satisfy the fundamental aspirations of society, which are to live a healthy and creative life, with a decent standard of living, freedom, dignity, and self-respect.


Article 12.- A basic objective for fulfillment of the Social Charter must be the adoption of a plan of action that fosters the distribution of wealth through national and international measures that respect the sovereignty and economic circumstances of states, in such a way that this Charter is a tool for the integral development of the citizens of the Hemisphere, not a legal and political instrument.

CHAPTER I

EDUCATION


Article 13.- The Social Charter restates the conviction that permanent effort is needed to ensure that education is the key to developing human potential, alleviating poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, and promoting greater understanding among our peoples.


Article 14.- The Social Charter must become a particularly powerful stimulus and tool for expanding access to quality education for all, especially those members of our societies who have lacked it, such as girls and women, people living in rural areas, minorities, the indigenous, the disables, and migrants.

CHAPTER II

WORK

Article 15.- The Social Charter points to the urgent need to achieve full awareness among states that employment generation is essential for the fight against poverty and to strengthen democratic governance and that it is imperative to invest in capacity building in order to promote economic growth.

CHAPTER III

HEALTH


Article 16.- The Social Charter is also particularly emphatic about the need to improve access to health systems for all citizens, by redoubling the efforts of states to raise standards in medical practice and training; to continually improve the health of children through prenatal care,  and vaccination, immunization, and nutrition programs; to educate citizens appropriately and on an ongoing basis about the dangers of drugs and alcohol abuse; and to improve the prevention of, and care for, infectious diseases.

TITLE IV

ECONOMIC POLICY


Article 17.- Circumstances in the Americas require that, in the process of implementing the Social Charter, mechanisms be reviewed that could strengthen ties with the multilateral financial institutions and with the national and transnational private sectors, with a view to identifying new sources of funds and support programs so that the Organization can grow in importance as it applies the Plan of Action, which must be constructed with a long-term vision.


Article 18.- The OAS must support member states’ efforts to form a common market in the Hemisphere, while respecting and developing coordination mechanisms among already established regional markets, and at the same time advising states, especially small economies and relatively less developed countries, and promoting technical assistance among states or regions, in order to help ensure that the hemispheric free market has adequate supply and demand conditions and, furthermore, encourages balanced social development that takes into account the asymmetries between countries.


Article 19.- Bearing in mind these asymmetries among and within countries, the Social Charter must generate resolute support for microenterprise and small businesses, as these are a necessary part of equitable and sustainable development.


Article 20.- Social progress and economic prosperity can only be sustained if people live in a healthy environment and ecosystems and natural resources are used in a careful and responsible manner.


Article 21.- Member states undertake to enforce property rights and to support the use of property as collateral.  They also commit to ensuring that the rules governing property rights and the contracts derived from them are clear, fair, ample, transparent, and practical.  Likewise they undertake to promote and improve provisions governing transfers of property and the property registers required for them.


Article 22.- Rapid and direct access to information and markets, both physical and electronic, is a core factor in the economic, social, political, and cultural development of individuals and communities.  For that reason, the member states are committed to investing, in accordance with their means, in order to provide our societies with the physical infrastructure, tools, and technical know-how needed to facilitate their insertion into, and contribution to, the globalized world.

TITLE V

CULTURAL POLICIES


Article 23.- While renewing their commitment to expedite the scientific and technological development of their peoples, member states undertake to rescue, preserve, and foster the abundance of traditions, history, language, knowledge, indigenous technology and other cultural assets that characterize our Hemisphere, through policies and initiatives that underscore the sense and pride of belonging to a country or region.

TITLE VI
IDENTITY AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES


Article 24.- If the majority of indigenous peoples and their members are to overcome the extreme poverty and social exclusion in which they live, it is necessary, among other things, to help strengthen their identity; consolidate their culture; reaffirm their ancestral knowledge in education, production, and trade; and develop their science and technology, in addition to providing the necessary resources for their integral development, in keeping with the possibilities and realities of each member state of the Organization. 

Article 25.- Public integral development policies that respect and recognize the wealth, cultural diversity, and identity of the indigenous peoples should be designed and implemented; and, where appropriate and in consultation with said peoples, policies aimed at addressing the distinctive characteristics of their economic, social, and cultural rights should be developed.


To achieve the preceding goals, it is important to develop mechanisms for dialogue and agreements with the indigenous peoples in order to define plans, programs, actions, and policies that will enable them to fully exercise their economic and social rights.

TITLE VII
CORRUPTION


Article 26.- Corruption is an evil that does great harm to our societies, undermines the credibility of democratic institutions, stalls economic growth and development, and hampers access to goods and services, especially by the least privileged and most marginalized segments of society.  For that reason, member states have a responsibility to be effective, transparent, and fair in administering all public programs designed gradually to provide individuals and social groups with the support they need to fight poverty and marginalization.

TITLE VIII
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE


Article 27.- The Social Charter reiterates the commitments contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in the area of cooperation for development, programs, and activities designed to promote good governance, sound administration, democratic values, and the strengthening of political institutions and civil society organizations, in order to encourage the widest possible participation in public policy decision-making. 


Article 28.- The Social Charter aims, accordingly, to foster social participation in the oversight and democratic exercise of state authority, by strengthening the information channels and grassroots consultation mechanisms accessible to civil society organizations.

TITLE IX
THE OAS IN THE REGIONAL CONTEXT


Article 29.- The member states agree to establish in the Americas a nexus that complements their domestic laws and helps them to deal with new threats and traditional social handicaps. Cooperation in the Hemisphere therefore calls for an innovative effort to develop a new concept of cooperation: one that is more flexible, generous, commensurate, comprehensive, and capable of achieving significant and measurable progress.


Article 30.- A fundamental goal of the OAS is to consolidate its institutional role and its own and others’ perception of it as the Forum of the Americas for Social Development, serving as the political instrument geared to developing the shared vision and principles and values upheld in this Social Charter through strengthening of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) by making it more representative of the public, private, and civil society sectors.


Article 31.- The principal objective of this Forum will be to harmonize intersectoral policy for social development and poverty reduction, based on the guidelines contained in this Social Charter and those derived from other inter-American instruments in force.


Article 32.- It will be necessary to prepare the Inter-American Program to Foster Social Development and Combat Poverty as a means of implementing the Social Charter of the Americas through a number of instruments aimed at:

a. Focusing OAS cooperation on contributing to the institutional capacity of countries to develop coherent integrated and multi-sectoral programs for fighting poverty and promoting human development, as well as for dealing with natural disaster risk-prevention, mitigation, and response;

b. Generating, through collective actions, OAS responsiveness to the needs of countries faced by problems conducive to insecurity and social instability that pose a threat to the democratic institutional order;

c. Concentrating OAS activities on integral development, in areas in which the Organization has comparative advantages, such as: democratic governance, measures to combat corruption, transparency, public participation, the search for points of consensus and conflict management, the development of partnerships, and the establishment of fora for dialogue and the sharing of experiences; 

d. Pursuing partnership for development policies that boost, among other things, national capabilities and community self-development;

e. Generating or consolidating social policies in the Americas designed to foster equal opportunities through a redistribution of national income based on dialogue and national consultations with all sectors of society.

f. An ongoing search for and adoption of measures that foster an increase in income for all segments of society, by pursuing sound macroeconomic policies, appropriate exchange regimes, prudent management of the public debt, the liberalization and diversification of economies, the enhancement of competitiveness, and prudent fiscal, monetary, and credit policies;

g. Encouraging the exports of the small economies through technical and financial assistance programs aimed at supporting exports from relatively less developed countries and the smaller economies;

h. Fostering social participation in the democratic exercise of state authority, by strengthening information channels and grassroots consultation mechanisms accessible to the different segments in society; and

i. Taking steps to stimulate the participation of citizens not only in the exercise of civil and political rights but also in the enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights.


Article 33.- It is necessary to combine efforts in a systematic and institutionalized way in order to elicit the cooperation of other international agencies in aspects or areas required for implementation of the Social Charter, such as, for instance, the strengthening of mechanisms for timely and appropriate management of the external debt, in accordance with each country’s circumstances.


Article 34.- It is necessary to establish an instrument for gauging progress in the application of legislative, administrative, and other measures in the sphere of economic, social, and cultural rights, bearing in mind that they are gradual processes.
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