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The purpose of social development must be to uphold our citizens ' freedoms to lead the kind of lives they value. Social development based upon democracy, equality, opportunity and partnership paves the way towards our citizens' prosperity and our nations ' progress.

· That the Inter-American Democratic Charter has created a new dynamic to maintain, consolidate, and protect democracy in our hemisphere by promoting citizens' engagement in their own government.

· That a representative democracy with an engaged citizenry, and systems to ensure that government is accountable, is indispensable to a nation's political, economic, and social growth.

· That individual liberty, based on respect for human rights and the rule of law, within the framework of democratic institutions, is the foundation for social development.

· That equality of opportunities serves as a foundation for more prosperous and stable nations. Universal access to a transparent political process is critical to the growth of our nations.

· That opportunity is an engine for growth and therefore the citizens of our nations must have the freedom to pursue their own social development, and to contribute to the economic and political dynamism of their societies and future generations.
· That the true measure of a nation's strength lies in the active participation by their people in the processes that affect their well being. The role of democratically formulated national policies is central to achieving progress as each nation is responsible for its own economic and social development. Therefore, the purpose of development must be to provide our citizens with the freedom to lead the kind of lives they value. We share the following priorities in this pursuit of democratic social development for our nations.

· Therefore, our submission is animated by the same issues that emerged from the Monterrey Summit and which are completely supported by the United States: (a) Investing in People; (b) Governing Justly; and (c) Promoting Economic Freedom.

PRIORITIES

We recognize that embracing the following priorities will increase the prosperity of our citizens in the progress of our nations.

I. INVESTING IN PEOPLE

A. EDUCATION

The potential wealth and strength of our nations lies in the education of our children. In a free society, education is vital to ensure informed participation in the governance of the nation. In a democracy, broad-based access to education enables freedom to flourish and provides the foundation for growth with equity by creating the requisite knowledge and critical thinking necessary for the meaningful participation of citizens in the decision-making processes of their governments.

With a focus on providing quality education for all, in primary and secondary levels as well as technical education, professional learning, and lifelong learning opportunities, we can promote employability and create a workforce with the skills and knowledge needed to respond to the opportunities and challenges of a modern economy. We will partner with our local private sectors to achieve this goal.

Governments can create foundations of a quality education system by increasing accountability, putting in place quality curricula and monitoring systems, and testing student learning and, importantly, encouraging parental and community engagement. By improving management and efficiency, promoting basic literacy and making education relevant to the needs of society and the labor market we can make education a catalyst for progress. Increasing the availability of teaching materials and free textbooks to students and the provision of school nutrition programs are measures that can improve school attendance, especially among the poor. In addition, by providing quality education to those who have traditionally been denied or provided poor access, particularly girls and women, rural residents, indigenous people and others, we improve access to economic opportunity for those populations.

B. HEALTH

Attaining and maintaining good health is vital to the well being of our citizens and the economic development of our societies. Access to quality healthcare and adequate nutrition is a critical element in the development of strong families, democratic societies and prosperous economies. Adequate nutrition, as well as good physical and mental health, is essential for a productive and fulfilling life.

With child-development as a focus, policies that work to expand prenatal care, reduce maternal and infant mortality, improve immunization efforts, promote safe and stable families, maintain nutritional programs such as school lunch projects, and enhance programs that address the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases can result in a healthy society for all.

Also essential to the health and well-being of our populations is the development and education of a health care workforce. Expanding access to healthcare and intensifying efforts to improve national-level standards for the training of health personnel and the practice of the health professions should be an ongoing priority. This should include addressing corruption in health care, which can serve to drive up costs and deny access to needed services and treatments.

Human health conditions are directly tied to healthy environments. Higher clean air and water standards lead to improved sanitation and hygiene, which is critical to ensuring the health and prosperity of our people.

C. FAMILY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Strengthening the family should be a cornerstone of our social policies and programs as it is crucial to any long-term strategy for poverty reduction. As stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, "The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the state." The strength of our nations depends upon the stability of our families. Healthy families are essential for the rearing of children, the well-being of society, and the formation of healthy communities and nations. The family's role is indispensable and irreplaceable as the cradle of life and love for each new generation. The family is the primary source of identity, self-esteem and support, and the first and foremost school of life, being uniquely suited to teach children integrity, compassion, faith, good citizenship, and a respect for all human life, and thereby transmit timeless values to future generations. Poverty eradication begins with children, and the best way to help children is to prevent families from being disrupted in the first place. Parents play critical roles in the development of the family and society and their contributions and responsibilities as partners.

D. SOCIAL SAFETY NETS

We are committed to eradicating persistent poverty and hunger in the hemisphere. By putting in place well-targeted, cost-effective and sustainable social protection programs, we can help meet the social and economic needs of the most vulnerable sectors of our societies. Prudent long-term policies to provide our populations with improved access to education and health care are an essential element of a sound economy, but we recognize that we need additional systems to assist vulnerable groups that may be excluded. In creating these systems, we will take advantage of the successful experiences with these programs in the Hemisphere. In particular, we will introduce conditional social assistance programs that provide incentives for the recipients to acquire the necessary skills to be part of the labor force. To that end, we will consolidate existing assistance programs into cost-effective, result-oriented programs. We will put in place effective monitoring mechanisms in order to eradicate fraud and ensure that assistance reaches the most needy.

E. DISASTER MANAGEMENT

The achievements of social development can disappear in an instant after a natural disaster. Such disasters can greatly impact human health, through reduced access to health care, compromised sanitation, and inadequate nutrition. Reducing the vulnerabilities of our populations and economies and affecting a quick restoration of basic goods and services in the immediate aftermath of a disaster is essential to ensuring the momentum of a nation's progress and its people's pursuit of a better life. The success of governments at all levels in disaster management depends on effective preparedness for, response to, and recovery from all types of disasters.

By taking preemptive steps to create and enforce better building codes and standards, offering incentives to ensure appropriate land use, encouraging sound management of coastal zones, waterways and forests, and promoting information exchange on infrastructure vulnerability governments can mitigate the effects of a natural disaster. Relief efforts should take measures to prevent and penalize corrupt practices that divert resources from those in need.

The capacity to forecast and to prepare for potential impacts of natural and man-made disasters depends on the use and sharing of technology, response, training, equipment and exercises for all hazards. This hemisphere is unfortunately familiar with the type of losses suffered during these disasters. Maintaining our spirit of cooperation and generosity in response to nations in need in the aftermath of a disaster can salvage opportunities for progress from an otherwise great tragedy.

II. GOVERNING JUSTLY

A.
GOOD GOVERNANCE

A commitment to good governance is essential to achieving all other social development goals. Efficient, transparent and accountable government, proper management of public affairs and public property, fairness, responsibility and equality before the law and a culture of transparency, accountability and rejection of corruption are vital to the prosperity of our citizens, the health of our economies and the strength of our nations.

Progress can be undermined if a nation does not prevent and penalize corrupt practices that divert resources from social development efforts. For that reason advancing the commitments of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the UN Convention against Corruption is essential to social development.

Free news media increases public representation and governmental accountability while enabling people to observe and participate in open, transparent decision-making processes that affect their well-being.

An active civil society and empowered local government deepens democratic trends, which promotes both stability and security.

It is important to furnish an enabling policy environment that gives local authorities the necessary administrative, political and fiscal authority with the accompanying funds required to make decisions that benefit their constituents.

B.
ENVIRONMENT

Social development also depends upon an inextricable linkage between economic growth and the rational utilization of natural resources, including the conservation of highly biodiverse ecosystems. Providing a sustainable base for long-term economic growth and human well-being requires responsible management of natural resource assets.

Participation by civil society, private sector firms, and local, regional, and national governments in transparent processes of land-use planning and resource-management decisions is essential to maintaining a climate of economic and political stability in the region. Continued provision of vital environmental services such as clean and regular flows of water, fertile soils, and biodiverse landscapes replete with food, fiber, and medicinal stocks is essential to maintain a healthy populace.

III. PROMOTING ECONOMIC FREEDOM

A.
SOUND ECONOMIC POLICIES

We recognize that sustained poverty reduction can only be achieved via economic growth. Countries that pursue policies based on economic freedom under the rule of law tend to grow faster than countries that restrict economic freedom. We therefore commit to foster the necessary conditions for faster economic growth to take place and for economic freedom to flourish.

We will implement a solid and transparent macroeconomic framework, centered on prudent fiscal policy and monetary policy whose main objective is price stability. We commit to improve transparency, enhance competitiveness, and support entrepreneurship as means to eradicate poverty through economic growth and development. Of particular attention is a strong and efficient market-based financial system that effectively mobilizes people's savings and efficiently allocates capital. Open markets build mutual prosperity among countries, serving as a sound basis for further cooperation among governments on initiatives aimed at a better future for us all. We will pursue open trade policies to improve the allocation of resources in our economies and the opening of opportunities for our entrepreneurs. Free trade generates increase incomes for our citizens, and provides opportunity for greater savings and investment and enhanced rates of economic growth.

We recognize the key role of the private sector in creating jobs, expanding opportunity, and reducing poverty. We will promote economic freedom by improving conditions by which entrepreneurship can flourish. We believe that foreign investment spurs growth and creates jobs; we are therefore challenged to create the necessary domestic and international conditions to facilitate direct investment flows to help achieve national development.

Clearly defined property rights facilitate capital formation and promote investment. Excessive regulations and their arbitrary application deter investment, raise the cost of doing business, hinder job creation, and reduce economic growth. We commit to improving the business climate and eliminating the barriers that hinder entrepreneurship. Our competition policies will ensure the proper functioning of free markets. We will improve the quality of our regulations by streamlining requirements to open businesses, modernizing and strengthening compliance with labor regulations, and eliminating bureaucratic corruption. We wish to see enterprises move from the informal sector of the economy to the formal sector, as this generates improved work environments as well as tax revenues necessary for providing social services for the entire population.

The right policies also allow small businesses to develop and grow. We support the development of these enterprises, which make possible social mobility and allow people to help themselves. This is especially important for women entrepreneurs who have traditionally been hampered by lack of opportunities. Their small businesses at the grassroots level have potential to contribute to job creation and provide various populations access to markets.

B.
PROPERTY RIGHTS

A system that protects property rights through the rule of law is fundamental to the well being of the citizens of our hemisphere. Clearly defining a property rights system provides our citizens with certainty, facilitates capital formation, and promotes investment and ensures best management of the natural resources upon which our countries' prosperity depends. An equitable, efficient, and transparent system of property registration gives confidence to our citizens that their rights will be respected. Clear documentation of ownership, along with effective laws that enable people to borrow against their property, to access capital, and to enter into business ventures can foster broad based growth.

A property rights system to which everyone has access, with clear, consensus-based rules, is fundamental to attracting domestic and international investment. Moreover, an honest, well-managed property rights system is the cornerstone of every family's economic stability and provides a foundation to increase wealth through efforts to increase home ownership, support community development and improve access to affordable housing free from discrimination.

B. LABOR RIGHTS

True prosperity can only be achieved with the protection and respect of workers' rights, promotion of equal employment opportunities, and the improvement of working conditions for people in all countries in the region. Cooperation and social dialogue on labor matters among workers, employers and governments can help promote good governance and a stable economy. Through effective enforcement of and strengthening of compliance with our labor laws by respecting, promoting and realizing the principles recognized in the International Labor Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up, we foster a quality workforce that drives economic progress by attracting foreign and national investment and provide a basis for sustainable growth and social justice for people throughout the hemisphere.

C. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Scientific and technological development by improving agricultural productivity, alleviating health and infrastructure challenges, creating jobs, and stimulating the economy are important tools in the effort to eliminate extreme poverty and improve quality of life for all of our citizens. By increasing levels of scientific talent, expanding investment in applied and adaptive research we can use today's technology to create tomorrow's success.

Our citizens are becoming more productive and informed members of their societies, which are growing increasingly transparent and democratic through better communications and data sharing within individual countries as well as across borders. We can help to ensure the welfare and freedom of our people by harnessing the benefits of 21st century technology including greater access to knowledge and improved flow of information and supporting the development of new technology. By building a people-centered, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society we can reduce the digital divide.
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