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CANADA’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE

DRAFTING OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
Canada proposes that the Social Charter of the Americas be structured to include the following sections:

A) a Preamble

B) Principles and Purposes

C) Themes and Topics of specific relevance in addressing issues of social development, the fight against poverty and democracy.

PREAMBLE
The preamble should express the strong commitment of Member States to address socio-economic inequities and promote social development in the Americas underlining that the Social Charter is to serve as a guideline for the efforts of Member States to improve social conditions in the Hemisphere. 

PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES
Foundation for the Social Charter
The Social Charter should be founded on existing international law and commitments which include, among others: the OAS Charter (especially article 34), the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration on Rights and Duties of Man, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Convention on the Rights of the Child, ILO Conventions, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development.

Obligations of Member States


Member States have obligations under international and Inter-American conventions in the area of economic, social and cultural rights, i.e. the obligation to “take steps, both domestically and through regional and international cooperation, to the maximum of a state’s available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of economic, social and cultural rights” (see art. 2 ICESCR, art. 26 Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, art. 1 AP).

Human rights

The recognition of the indivisibility and interdependence of civil and political rights, and economic, social and cultural rights, in the promotion of social development and the realization of human potential is essential. National governments have primary responsibility  for both the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the implementation of social policy.

Equity in the Hemisphere
A key purpose of the Social Charter is achieving greater equity in the Hemisphere, in particular through the eradication of poverty and violence, the promotion of social inclusion, and the progressive elimination of the socio-economic disparities that exist within and between Member States. The provisions of the Social Charter are to be considered in light of the principles of sustainable development.

Democratic governance
Democratic governance which aims to foster social inclusion, participation and justice is key to achieving social rights, more equitable social distributions of opportunities and resources and equity and to sustainable development.

Participation in social development 
Social policy aimed at fostering equity and social inclusion requires the participation and partnership of different social groups, civil society organizations, as well as participative planning, decentralization of decision-making, accountability, transparency and the fight against corruption.

Governments and international institutions
The Social Charter should underline, in accordance with the Monterrey Consensus and the UN Millennium Declaration, that national governments have the primary responsibility for developing social policies, mobilizing resources, delivering programs and monitoring results. In a spirit of hemispheric solidarity, international cooperation will supplement national efforts through the exchange of best practices and the development of regional synergies to meet common challenges such as pandemics, corruption, and threats to human security. International institutions, particularly Inter-American institutions, have an important role to play in assisting governments in the development and monitoring of social policies.

THEMES AND TOPICS 

Canada advocates the inclusion in the Social Charter of provisions to address the following (non-exhaustive) list of key themes and topics:

Basic human needs

The Social Charter should underline the principle of equitable access to quality health services, safe-drinking water, food, housing, to satisfy basic human needs as well as access to education and decent work and clarify the corresponding implications in terms of obligations of Governments to progressively strive to implement economic, social and cultural rights.

Health

The Social Charter should underscore the need to promote the availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality of health services. It should address issues of sexual and reproductive health, access to medicines, including intellectual property issues, current health issues such as HIV/Aids, tuberculosis and malaria, emerging health issues such as influenza, SARS and it should stress the need for concerted action. 

Work

The importance of work, socially as well as economically, should be underlined along with the need to ensure equal access to work regardless of gender and ensure the integration of traditionally disadvantaged persons into the workplace: women, indigenous persons, persons with disabilities, minorities.  Provisions should also address the need for workplace health and safety programs and protections.

Cultural diversity
The Social Charter should recognize the importance in valuing and promoting cultural diversity as a key element in fostering social cohesion, as a source of creativity and innovation, and as an important factor in social, economic and sustainable development, particularly in reducing poverty. All persons have the right to participate in the cultural life of their choice and conduct their own cultural practices, subject to respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It is vital for States to recognize their cultural heritage and encourage the creative expression of their citizens. States have the ability, consistent with international obligations, to adopt or maintain the measures they consider adequate to promote cultural diversity and to take into account the various needs of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries, especially in the context of economic liberalization. 

Sport
Sport plays an important role in the promotion of social inclusion, the elimination of social barriers, and friendly relations between countries. The convening power of sport makes it a powerful tool for advocacy and education on social and health issues such as HIV/AIDS prevention, development and general health and well being.

Social inclusion and gender equality

Building on existing conventions and declarations, in particular the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Social Charter should address the rights of women in a comprehensive and integrated manner, through both a stand-alone section and mainstreaming references, addressing such issues as the increasing burden of poverty on women, inequality between men and women in power-sharing and decision-making, violence against women in all its forms, violence linked to multiple forms of discrimination (such as gender and ethnicity, race, class/caste, sexual orientation), and the right to gender equal opportunities and gender equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation, including political and public life. 
Social inclusion and vulnerable groups

Particular attention should be given in the Charter to vulnerable groups in society regardless of age, gender, ability, ethnicity, race (inter-alia, children, youth, indigenous peoples, the elderly, persons with disabilities, ethnic minorities), to ensure the equal rights and opportunities of each group. 
Protection of children’s rights

Children’s rights should be addressed in a comprehensive and integrated manner. Issues such as protection against discrimination, inequity, abuse, exploitation and violence should be addressed. Reference could be made to certain principles enunciated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, such as “the best interests of the child” principle and the participation of children in decision-making that affects them. The Social Charter should recognize the importance of early childhood development and contain provisions to ensure adequate investment by governments in such programs. Overall, consideration of children in the Social Charter should be guided by the objective of ensuring that children get the best possible start in life by providing parents and communities with the tools to support, and nurture children so that they have every opportunity to learn and grow in a safe and stimulating environment and reach their full potential.
· Indigenous peoples

The Social Charter should  acknowledge the importance of the indigenous peoples in the Americas and the need to address and overcome their unique and disproportionate poverty, marginalization and exclusion from social and economic development, including from decision-making processes that affect their lives, health, education, economic participation, rights, interests, lands and resources. It should also recognize the significant contributions of the indigenous peoples of the Americas in a number of areas (including in agriculture, health, culture). Reference to the distinctiveness, diversity and richness of indigenous cultures, traditions, history, should also be included. Co-operation between countries, including between indigenous groups, should be encouraged. The Charter should recognize the value of indigenous cultures and the importance of governments engaging with indigenous peoples in a manner which respects their values, traditions, rights, language and culture.
persons with disabilities 
Governments should take appropriate measures to ensure equal protection of the rights of persons with disabilities as well as providing adequate and appropriate forms of assistance to enable persons with disabilities to participate fully in an inclusive society that adequate assistance is offered to enable people with disabilities to participate in society to live full, rich and rewarding lives.


the elderly

Governments have a responsibility to ensure that the elderly can live with dignity and be active in their community by guaranteeing income/support pensions.

Eradication of poverty
The eradication of poverty and the achievement of equity is a key purpose of the Social Charter of the Americas. Governments have the responsibility to ensure that programs and policies are in place to reduce poverty, and to ensure economic growth with equity
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