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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items of the order of business, document CP/OD.1516/05. The order of business was adopted as presented.  

· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council


Since this was the first meeting of the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis delivered an address to the Council. In his remarks he referred, among other matters, to poverty, security, trade, health and education, and natural disasters. He concluded his remarks exhorting the Council to impress upon member states of the OAS “the need to use the occasion of the fourth Summit of the Americas to bolster the pillars of democracy, to promote closer collaboration and cooperation, to boldly confront the antecedents and the aggravators of poverty, and to embrace the opportunity offered by the elaboration of a Social Charter for the Americas to address and to redress the inequities of the Hemisphere”.

· Expression of Sympathy

The Permanent Council expressed its deep condolences and solidarity with the families of the victims of the countries in South Asia, that have been affected by the earthquake, as well as with the families of the victims and for the damage suffered in the Central American region, particularly Guatemala, El Salvador, and Mexico because of mudslides and flooding in the wake of hurricane Stan.  The Chair informed the Council that the OAS, through the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM), had made contributions to these countries.  He also called on the international community to continue supporting these countries in this hour of need.  The affected countries took the floor to express gratitude for the contribution and for the solidarity they have received.

· Welcome to the new Ambassador of Peru


The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Fernando De la Flor Arbulú, who presented his credentials as Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States on the fifth of October, 2005.

1. Fifth Quarterly Report of the Secretary General to the Permanent Council on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) (CP/doc.4062/05)


The Council heard a presentation made by the Secretary General on the Fifth Quarterly Report on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.  Several delegations took the floor to comment on the matter and also to support this process.


The Council took note of the report and of the comments made by delegations, and also made an appeal to member states and Permanent Observers as well as to the international community in general, to continue to lend their indispensable cooperation to the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.


Under paragraph 13 (c) of resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the participation of Civil Society Organization in OAS Activities”, the Chair of the Permanent Council authorized the distribution of the document presented by the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), titled “Observations to the OAS Permanent Council regarding the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia.”

2. Oral Report on the First meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Export, Import, and International Transit Licenses or Authorizations for Transfers of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials

Ambassador Alvaro Tirado Mejia, Permanent Representative of Colombia, Chair of the First Meeting of National Authorities Directly Responsible for Granting the Export, Import, and International Transit Licenses or Authorizations for Transfer of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials, informed the Council of the results of the meeting, held at the headquarters of OAS, on October 6 and 7, 2005.


In his presentation, the Ambassador highlighted the conclusions adopted by the aforementioned meeting that will be presented to the next meeting of the State Party Convention.


The Council agreed to take note of the report made by Permanent Representative of Colombia.  

3. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the draft resolution “Use and Replenishment of the Capital Fund for OAS Fellowships, Scholarships, and Training Programs to meet Over-Extended Fellowship Commitments 


The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanente Representative of Paraguay, presented the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAAP-2783/05 rev. 1. Following an extensive debate with regard to the over-extended expenditures on the Fellowships and Training Programs, the Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 894 (1516/05) “Use and Replenishment of the Capital Fund for OAS Fellowships, Scholarships, and Training Programs to meet Over-Extended Fellowship Commitments”.

4. Referral of document to Committee


The Permanent Council decided to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

· Semiannual report on all performance contracts (CPR) funded by any source from January 1 to June 30, 2005 and Report on CPR’s for the period January 1 to December 31, 2004 (CP/doc. 4063/05)

· Report on Budgetary Execution and Transfers between Chapters of the Regular Fund Program-Budget for 2005 and Specific Funds January 1 to July 31, 2005 (CP/doc.4058/05)
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Other business

· Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama, invited all delegations to the first meeting of the Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library, scheduled for October 13 at the Library.

· Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil, informed the Council that his government has made a payment of $6.2 million to the Regular Fund and a payment of $150.000 to the voluntary fund to be distributed to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and to the Office for the Promotion of Democracy, as well as a contribution of $1 million for the elections to be held in Haiti.

· The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador José Luis Velásquez, informed the Council on the recent developments in his country.

· The Alternate Representative of Venezuela reminded delegations that the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas will meet on October 13, 2005, in the Hall of the Americas, at 2.30 p.m. 

· The Alternate Representative of the United States, Ambassador Timothy Dunn, announced that his government will ratify the Inter-American Convention on Terrorism.
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�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1516/05.
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