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BOLIVIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DRAFTING OF THE
SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Bolivia)


The Permanent Mission of Bolivia to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and has the honor to forward herewith Bolivia’s contribution to the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas.

The Permanent Mission of Bolivia to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., October 17, 2005
General Secretariat 
Organization of American States 
Washington, D.C. 
BOLIVIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DRAFTING OF
THE SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

PREAMBLE


Convinced that the external debt borne by the peoples of the Americas is one of the causes that hampers and postpones their development and the improvement of their standard of living, as well as their access to basic goods and services;

SOCIAL RIGHTS


The states recognize the ancestral, historical, and specific rights of the indigenous peoples and communities of African descent, as well as the cultural, scientific, social, technological, and humanistic contributions they have made over time on the mainland and islands of the Americas. They must also ensure that ongoing efforts are made to combat racism, ethnic discrimination, xenophobia, intolerance, and related manifestations.

The states shall recognize traditional medicine and therapeutic skills.

Education is a human right and a fundamental social duty assumed by states as an unavoidable task of great concern, with the participation of the family and civil society.  The states must guarantee early, primary, and secondary education, as well as promote higher education in a manner that is democratic, multiethnic, pluricultural and intercultural, comprehensive, of high quality, continuing, compulsory, and free of charge at the primary level.

All citizens share joint responsibility for the evaluation of educational processes, and the state shall pay heed to their proposals, within the framework of their national law.

All migrant workers and their families shall enjoy equality of rights and conditions with regard to decent, dignified, and productive jobs, in accordance with national law, with no restrictions other than those stemming from international agreements adopted by the states. 


Everyone living in extreme poverty or at great economic and/or social risk is entitled to receive from the state social protection that is integral, equitable, and based on solidarity.

ECONOMIC RIGHTS

The states shall promote access to credit and financing for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as for organized communities and social economy cooperatives, as a tool that may help to combat poverty, generate new jobs, and bring about a more equitable distribution of resources; and they shall foster integral development.

CULTURAL RIGHTS


The peoples of the Americas are entitled to respect for their cultural identity, to the development of their own cultures, and to access to universal culture; and the states are obliged to promote and guarantee them.
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