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PREAMBULAR SECTION

1. Considering that the peoples of the Americas have the right to a social environment in which their full potential may be realized and that their governments have an obligation to promote and defend this right; 


2. Considering also that the persistence of poverty and its attendant inequities constitute a threat to integral development and undermine the foundation and security of the democratic states of the Americas;  


3. Recognising that the debt burden confronting developing states inhibits sustained growth and human development.  

4. Recognising that, in order to advance social development and the fight against extreme poverty and inequity, Member States have entered into commitments as reflected in the Charter of the Organisation of American States as well as other instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, the Inter – American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Margarita, the Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action and the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas; 

5. Noting that, at the sub-regional level, Member States have also entered into commitments to address a broad spectrum of human endeavor and behaviour in the social area, including the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean Community;
6. Bearing in mind that Resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), together mandated the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; 

RESOLUTIVE SECTION

SOCIAL ISSUES (GENERAL)

7. Member States acknowledge the need to focus on the most vulnerable in society such as the poor, children, youth, women, the elderly, indigenous people, the disabled, people living with HIV/AIDS and persons affected by HIV/AIDS.     

8. The peoples of the Americas are entitled to an inclusive and equitable social environment without discrimination and which is conducive to the strengthening and promotion of democratic values and systems. 
9. Member States acknowledge that the promotion of economic and social policies which encourage investment and better income distribution is necessary to narrow the existing inequality and inequity gaps. 
GOVERNANCE

10. Member States recognize that adherence to democratic principles and the practice of good governance are integral to achieving equitable social development. The rule of law, the effective administration of justice, and the independence and impartiality of the judiciary are pivotal to achieving these goals. 
RIGHTS OF THE FAMILY 

11. Member States acknowledge that the family is the fundamental unit of society and that in various cultural, political and social systems, diverse forms of the family exist including single parent households, cohabitation and the extended family.
 

12.  Member States shall endeavour to ensure the fulfillment of the necessary conditions for the full development and protection of the family, the promotion of family life and effective parenting skills, bearing in mind the importance of the role of parents. 
GENDER

13.  Member States shall promote gender equality and equity by eradicating all forms of discrimination on the basis of sex and gender constructs, to ensure the full and equal participation of men and women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life at the national, regional and hemispheric levels, so that all citizens may exercise their human rights and enjoy their fundamental freedoms.
14. States shall recognize the critical emerging issues of male marginalization, as well as other problems affecting the development and socialization of young men and shall promote and encourage effective remedies to address these ills.
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

15. Special attention must be paid to the rights of children, in order to promote their complete development and full participation in society. 

16. With this understanding, every child has, in particular, the right:

· not to be compelled to perform or to render services harmful to his or her physical or mental health, upbringing, education or social development;

· to protection against economic or other exploitation, physical or mental violence, injury, neglect or sexual abuse; 

17. For the purposes of this Article “child” refers to every person below the age of eighteen years unless, under national law, majority is attained at an earlier or later age.

EDUCATION

18. Member States reiterate that education offers the single best opportunity for improving the lives of the millions of people who find themselves in poverty;

19. Education must play a fundamental role in developing a democratic and productive citizenry, in promoting social inclusion and in ensuring that future generations enter a world filled with opportunity and hope;  

20. Every citizen has the right to be educated irrespective of race, colour, ethnicity, place of birth or origin, political opinion, religion, creed, disability, gender, language or social class;

21. Member States recognize that the key to creating local and regional capacity for innovation, creativity, and increased productivity is a well-educated, well-informed, and democratic workforce; 

22. Economic development policies of each country should support their public education policies so that quality education can become the key to the advancement of our societies and civilization.  

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

23. Member States acknowledge the importance of strengthening their science and technology capability infrastructure as a means of facilitating sustainable development, eliminating inequalities, increasing access to information, available technologies and other resources and particularly to meaningful and productive employment.  Member states recognize the limited resources available to achieve these goals and the consequent need to identify strategic priorities.
RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSONS

24. Every disabled person has, in particular, the right to be allowed to develop to his or her full potential and not to be discriminated against on the basis of his or her disability.  

RACISM
25. Member States affirm that racism and racial discrimination are an affront to human dignity, constitute serious violations of and obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights and inhibit friendly and peaceful relations among peoples.

26. Member States recognize that national and international actions are required to combat racism and racial discrimination in order to ensure the full enjoyment of economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights and the improvement in living conditions of all peoples. 

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY

27. Member States acknowledge the myriad faiths practiced by the peoples of the hemisphere and the vital importance of eliminating social tensions and achieving social harmony through promoting tolerance of and respect for all religions.  In that regard, all citizens have the right to freedom of religious expression and the freedom to manifest that religion in teaching, practice, worship and observance in accordance with national laws.  

THE RIGHT TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND SECURITY OF THE PERSON 

28. Every person shall have the right to life. No person shall be deprived of his or her life intentionally save in accordance with national law. 
29. No person shall be deprived of his or her personal liberty or the security of his or her person except by due process of law. 
SOCIAL COHESION

30. Member States agree on the need for appropriate measures to reconcile differences of race, class and age and to promote socially cohesive and self-reliant societies in which there is respect for individual rights, freedoms and responsibilities. 

SOCIAL PARTNERSHIPS

31. Member States also agree that appropriate frameworks for social partnerships among the government, the business community, labour organizations and civic groups, may assist in defining, executing and monitoring public policies and thereby facilitate common understandings on and support for the objectives, content and implementation of national economic and social programmes. 

HEALTH

32. All citizens, in particular the poor, children, the elderly and those with mental and physical disabilities, have a right of access to quality health care.

BASIC NECESSITIES 

33. Member States shall endeavour to provide adequate social services and benefits for the population at large and ensure that the most needy persons have access to food, housing and other basic necessities.

WORKERS’ RIGHTS

34. Every worker has the right to:

· decent and productive work, reasonable remuneration without discrimination, and a safe and healthy working environment; 

· not to be held in slavery or servitude, or be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;

· to form or belong to and participate in the activities of trade unions or other associations for the promotion and protection of his or her interest, subject to such reasonable restrictions as may be imposed by national law in the public interest.

35. The provisions of this article shall not preclude the states from taking measures imposing on persons in the service of the State, restrictions which are reasonably justifiable in a free and democratic society.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

36. Member States recognize that indigenous peoples are and integral part of society and attach great value to their contribution to the development process. States also undertake to continue to protect the historical rights of indigenous peoples and respect their culture and way of life. 
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