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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States has the pleasure of addressing the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Esteban Tomic, to attach the document Regional Seminar “Toward Implementation of United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (2004).”

The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to offer the Chair the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., October 12, 2005
Attachments
Ambassador Esteban Tomic
Chair
Committee on Hemispheric Security
Washington, D.C. 
· The seminar in Buenos Aires has been the first opportunity for the 1540 Committee to make contact with representatives from an entire region, since the resolution’s adoption in April 2004.  The seminar addressed a broad range of questions related to implementation of the resolution and its important role in preventing the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, their vectors, and related materials, in particular by non-state agents and terrorists.  Other important related topics included controlling financial flows and border controls.
· The interactive format of the discussions has contributed to better understanding of the aims of resolution 1540 and to measures taken by states in the implementation process.
· The adoption by the OAS of resolution AG/RES. 2107 (XXXV-O/05) emphasizes the importance the states of the region attach to addressing threats to international peace and security, in this case through fulfillment of their obligations under resolution 1540.
· The establishment of national authorities under the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and the participation in seminars organized by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) have been very helpful in promoting fulfillment of the obligations arising from United Nations Security Council resolution 1540.
· Implementation of resolution 1540 is a national responsibility.  However, full implementation of the resolution by all states is a long-term objective that calls for additional efforts to interpret its requirements and put them into effect at the national level.  Full implementation of resolution 1540 will generate and increase security and economic dividends for all states, ensure improved protection of their territories and citizens, and facilitate their trade relations with third countries.
· The presentation of national reports to the 1540 Committee is not only an obligation of states but also an essential tool for reporting to the Security Council on progress made and challenges ahead in the implementation of commitments under the resolution.
· The matrix developed by the Committee is an important instrument that has provided greater guidance to states in their preparation of the initial reports to the Committee and their response to requests for additional information by the Committee.
· Identification of potential sources of additional assistance by the DDA, the Regional Center, and the OPCW.
· It will be necessary to ensure that interaction and dialogue between countries of the region and the 1540 Committee continues as the implementation process and the Committee’s work evolve.
Conclusions

The Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom will transmit the results of the seminar to the Chair of Committee 1540.

The seminar participants:
1. Agreed on the importance of designating a point of contact for preparation of the national reports and for follow-up activities with Committee 1540.
2. Agreed on the need to establish and ensure coordination among ministries, with appropriate planning at the national level.
3. Request Committee 1540 to assist member states of the region in identifying priorities in the process of national implementation of resolution 1540.
4. Identified the following thematic meetings for continued dialogue on implementation of resolution 1540:
· The 60th session of the UNGA, First Committee (New York, October 3 to November 2, 2005);
· The meeting of national legal experts at the United Nations (New York, October 24 and 25, 2005);
· The meeting on nuclear and radiological security sponsored by the IAEA (Ecuador, April 2006);
· Meetings of the network of legal experts of the OPCW.

5.
Coordinate with the Department of Disarmament Affairs (DDA) of the United Nations, the Lima Regional Center (UN LiREC), and the point of contact of Committee 1540, to explore the possibility of follow-up to the regional seminar held in Buenos Aires (September 26 to 28, 2005).  This may include workshops, seminars, and training courses, building on regional experience to promote UNSC resolution 1540.
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