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Summary of the meeting of October 19, 2005

The Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime was called to order at 2:55 p.m. to begin its first working meeting, according to the order of business, document CE/DOT-2/05.
/
The meeting was attended by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, seated at the head table.

1. Opening remarks by the Chair of the Special Committee, Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS
The Chair of the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, greeted the delegations in attendance and offered a few remarks on the topic of organized crime and the role of the Organization of American States in this area.  Among other things, the Ambassador referred to the disquieting threat of organized crime and its negative economic and social effects.  He went on to say that organized crime impairs governance, the rule of law, and democracy, and has gained strength through globalization and new technologies.
In conclusion, he said that international cooperation is key to a successful fight against organized crime, and that the response should be multidisciplinary.  He emphasized the commitment states have made in this area.
Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier’s welcoming remarks are published as an information document of this Committee (CE/DOT-5/05).
2. Election of the vice chair


The Committee decided to postpone the election of its vice chair because the Chair had announced he would be leaving the Organization to serve as Assistant Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico.

3. Summary status report on the topic of transnational organized crime in the OAS context

Mr. Eduardo Mendoza, Principal Specialist of the Office of International Threats, Department of Multidimensional Security, of the General Secretariat, summarized the present status of the topic of transnational organized crime in the OAS context and identified as relevant to the topic the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV, 2002), which had focused on juridical and judicial cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime; the First Inter-American Meeting on Cooperation Mechanisms against Organized Crime (2003); the Declaration on Security in the Americas (2003); and the findings of the Ad hoc Group on Transnational Organized Crime (2004).

He also referred to REMJA-V (2005), which, inter alia, recommended the convocation of a group of experts to consider the possibility of drawing up a Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime as an integrated plan that would bring together the efforts that each area of the OAS had been making to address the problem’s different aspects, in accordance with the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and that the various OAS bodies that had been working in this area participate.
The General Secretariat representative also pointed to resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere”; to the meeting of the group of government experts to consider the possibility of drawing up a Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime (2005); and to resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), “Fighting Transnational Organized Crime in the Hemisphere,” which updates the Organization’s strategy in this area and creates the Special Committee.
Lastly, in response to instructions issued by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), Mr. Mendoza reiterated that the plan of action to be drafted should be based on the Palermo Convention and its protocols and the recommendations made by the government experts group, attached to that resolution.

The presentation by the General Secretariat representative has been published as a document of this Committee.
4. Draft Work Plan
The Committee Chair gave a brief summary of the draft work plan for the Special Committee, published as document CE/DOT-1/05 corr. 1.

In the light of the mandate issued by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), he indicated that the concrete result of the Special Committee’s efforts should be a Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.  He added that, in preparing that draft, the Committee should take into account the principles of the United Nations Convention on the topic, known as the Palermo Convention and its protocols.


The Committee Chair also proposed, in his draft work plan, a thematic and institutional structure for the Committee in its pursuit of the mandate issued by the General Assembly and suggested a calendar of meetings for consideration of the various manifestations of organized crime, such as drugs/money laundering; corruption; illicit arms trafficking; cyber-crime; criminal gangs; smuggling of migrants; kidnapping; trafficking in persons; and connections with terrorism.

5. Observations and recommendations of the delegations on the Draft Work Plan

The delegations, in addition to expressing satisfaction and agreement with the draft work plan presented by the Chair, made suggestions on the document.  The Secretariat duly noted these suggestions, especially that there be inputs from the sixth regular session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), to be held in Colombia in March 2006; that account be taken of the agreements arising from the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, to be held in Venezuela next year; and that a representative of the United Nations Office attend to report on the outcome of the Second Meeting of States Parties to the Palermo Convention.


In response to the observations of the delegations on the draft work plan, the Secretariat will publish a revised version of the document in due course.


The Committee Chair announced that, because of his recent appointment at the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of his country, this would be the first and last meeting of the Special Committee that he would chair, and that it would be necessary, therefore, to elect a new chair.  In order to give greater flexibility to the representative who would be elected as the new Committee Chair, the draft work plan with the amendments proposed was to be submitted to the member states for approval at the next Special Committee meeting.

Documents distributed for the meeting


In addition to those indicated on the order of business, the Committee Secretariat distributed the following documents:

· Resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), with its attachment containing the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting of government experts to consider the advisability of drafting a hemispheric plan of action against transnational organized crime

· Status of ratifications of, or accessions to, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols, by OAS member states (CE/DOT-3/05 corr. 1):

1. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children

2. Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air

3. Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition

Delegations in attendance


The meeting was attended by the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and the United States.


The Chair called the meeting to a close at 5:15 p.m. 
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�.	The Permanent Council, at its meeting of August 25, 2005, declared installed the Special Committee on Transnational Organized Crime, as provided in operative paragraphs 4 and 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2116 (XXXV-O/05), and elected by acclamation Ambassador Jorge Chen, Permanent Representative of Mexico, to Chair the Committee (CP/SA. 1503/05).





