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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on November 16, 2005, to consider the items on the draft order of business (CP/OD.1518/05).  The order of business was approved as presented.
· Condolences


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of Sir Edmund Hawkins Lake, Antigua and Barbuda’s first Permanent Representative to the Organization.  Sir Edmund served as his country’s Ambassador to the OAS from 1982 to 1990 and as Chair of the Permanent Council on two occasions.

· Fourth Summit of the Americas


On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair congratulated the people and the Government of the Republic of Argentina on hosting the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  In this regard, the Chair informed the Council that, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, the item on the Fourth Summit of the Americas will be included on the order of business of the next meeting of the Permanent Council, which is scheduled for November 30.

1. Approval of minutes


The Council approved the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 22, 2004 (CP/ACTA 1433/04).


In accordance with Article 69.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair informed the Council that the minutes of the following private meetings had been distributed:

· CP/ACTA 1417/04, private meeting of May 6, 2004;
· CP/ACTA 1427/04, special private meeting of June 21 and 22 and July 28, 2004; and
· CP/ACTA 1431/04, private meeting of July 2, 2004
2. Strengthening relations and increasing cooperation between international institutions and the OAS
The Chair of the Permanent Council informed delegations that he had invited different regional, sub-regional and integration institutions to make presentations before the Council with the objective of learning more from each other and to explore possibilities of increasing cooperation. On this occasion, the Permanent Council received the presentation by the Director of the Secretariat of the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), Mr. Reginaldo Braga Arcuri.

The Council took note of Mr. Braga Arcuri’s presentation and reiterated the need for more interaction between the OAS and international institutions in order to explore concrete avenues of collaboration.

The presentation made by Mr. Braga Arcuri has been published as document CP/INF.5263/05.
3. Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People on the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus
Before offering the floor to Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, for the presentation of the Report,  the Chair of the Permanent Council highlighted the importance of the meeting that took place in Guatemala and also made reference to the very important dialogue that took place between  the Representatives of the indigenous peoples and the ministers of foreign affairs of the Americas in Mar de Plata, Argentina, prior to the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

Following the introduction by the Chair of the Council, Ambassador Juan Leon, Alternate Representative of Guatemala and chair of the aforementioned Working Group, presented the report on the Sixth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, document GT/DADIN/doc.237/05 rev. 1 corr. 1.

The Council took note of the presentation and of the report, as well as the observations and suggestions made by delegations, and decided to transmit the report to the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its consideration. The Chair also echoed a call made by various delegations regarding the need for support to this important process.
4. Referral of documents to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP)

The Permanent Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs the following documents:

· CP/doc.4067/05, Quarterly report on the use of funds allocated under resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) between July 1 and September 30, 2005 – Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; and

· CP/doc.4068/05, Conferences and meetings for the year 2006.


The Council noted the request by the Permanent Representative of Brazil to include in document CP/doc.4068/05 the Second Meeting of the Conference of State Parties of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), to be held during the first semester of 2006.
5. Other business

· The Alternate Representative of Argentina informed the Council that in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04) and declaration AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05), the First Meeting of National Focal Points of the White Helmets Initiative will be held in Argentina on December 1 and 2, 2005, with the participation of the OAS, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS).
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· The Council paid tribute to Mr. Carlos Quintanilla, an OAS staff member who will be retiring shortly, having served the Organization for 15 years as a conference room assistant.
· The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier, Permanent Representative of Mexico, who has been appointed by his government as Assistant Secretary for Latin American and Caribbean Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico.
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�.	Statements and comments by the delegations can be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1518/05.
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