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SPECIAL MEETING TO EXAMINE AND discuss the nature of a future 

Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
OAS Headquarters - Washington, D.C

Padilha Vidal Room – November 28 and 29, 2005
INTRODUCTION

The special meeting to examine and discuss the nature of a future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance has three main objectives: 

· The first is to provide member states with a broad, diverse, and multidisciplinary perspective on the nature and consequences of traditional and present-day manifestations of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in the American Hemisphere.
· Then the meeting will study existing regional and international instruments and initiatives for fighting these practices and how the international legal architecture falls short of dealing with new forms of racism, discrimination, and intolerance.

· The third most important objective of the special meeting will be to reflect and issue specific recommendations on the nature, scope, and subsequent monitoring of a future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  What new rights not addressed in international instruments on this subject should be included in a regional legal instrument intended to address both traditional and present-day manifestations of racism, discrimination, and intolerance?
The member state delegates and representatives, specialists, representatives of civil society organizations, academics, staff of OAS and UN organs and agencies, and other guests are expected to provide diagnoses of existing problems and, above all, objective recommendations for the future task of drafting the Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

This event will be open to participation by delegations of the member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, interested organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, the United Nations, and regional organizations, representatives of the indigenous peoples, businessmen and labor groups, and civil society organizations.

Discussions in the Working Group revealed interest in having representatives of vulnerable groups and minorities who stand to benefit from of an Inter-American Convention attend the Special Meeting.  For that reason, it would be open to, among others, representatives of groups of persons of African descent, indigenous peoples, the disabled, migrants, refugees, displaced persons, religious minorities, and those who are victims of discrimination and intolerance because of their sexual preferences.
Monday, November 28, 2005

9:45 a.m.
OPENING SESSION
· Remarks by the Chair of the Working Group, Counselor Silvio José Albuquerque e Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil to the OAS
· Remarks by the OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza
· Election of the rapporteur of the special meeting

10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

FIRST PANEL DISCUSSION:  The issues
Determination of the main forms and sources of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in the Hemisphere
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Presentations

2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Presentations

3:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Questions by representatives of civil society organizations and replies by panelists

4:00 – 5:30 p.m.

Dialogue among delegations

Tuesday, November 29, 2005

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
SECOND PANEL DISCUSSION:  Regional and international instruments and initiatives for fighting racism, racial discrimination, and any form of discrimination and intolerance

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Presentations



THIRD PANEL DISCUSSION: Best Practices

I.
National Models – Source of an Inter-American Convention


11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Presentations

II.
International Models – Source of an Inter-American Convention

2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

Presentations

4:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Questions by representatives of civil society organizations and replies by panelists

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Dialogue among delegations

5:30 – 6:00 p.m.

CLOSING SESSION
· Preliminary conclusions of the rapporteur of the meeting

· Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Albert Ramdin
· Remarks by the Chair of the Working Group, Counselor Silvio José Albuquerque e Silva, Alternate Representative of Brazil
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