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Explanatory note from the Secretariat on the drafting of the working document for
the discussions of the Working Group

1. The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the draft social charter of the Americas requested that the General Secretariat prepare a working document to be used as the basis for their discussions (CP/SA. 1489/05). It also specified that the General Secretariat should use the proposals presented by the countries, as well as other documentation that could help achieve the goals set in the preparation of such document, as established by AG/RES:2056 (XXXIV-O/04).

2. By October 19th 2005, the deadline set for the member States to present their contributions for the drafting of the Social Charter, the Secretariat received 8 proposals from the following countries or group of countries:

1. Bolivia

2. Canada

3. CARICOM

4. Chile

5. United States

6. Central America and Mexico (MESOAMERICA)

7. Peru

8. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Ecuador (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)

3. The proposals present different formats, some of them were drafted on the basis of articles, while others presented an outline of principles and priority areas to be considered in a Social Charter. Given that the documents are difficult to compare, it is not possible to present a matrix as the basis of a comparative analysis of articles.

4. Given this situation, the Secretariat chose to order and classify the proposals of the member States in the following categories, creating a preliminary structure for the Social Charter based in the content of the 8 documents that were received.

Preamble:
/
a. Context [4]

b. Instruments

i.
From the OAS [5]

ii.
United Nations [4]

iii.
Regional [1]

c. Guiding Principles [7]

d. Commitments from the States [4]

e. Mandates for the Creation of the Social Charter [3]

f. Purpose of the Charter [3]

Thematic Areas: 

g. The right to life [2]

h. Adequate living standard 

i. Housing [4]

ii. Food Security [4] 

i. Social Protection [4] 

j. Health [7] 

k. Education [6] 

l. Labor [7] 

m. Environment [4] 

n. Culture [5] 

o. Vulnerable Groups [6] 

p. Non discrimination [3]

q. Natural Disasters [3]

r. Science and Technology [4]

s. Property rights [3]

t. Economic and Social Policies [7]

u. Cooperation for Partnership for Development [4]

v. Governance [5]

w.  Surveillance and Monitoring mechanisms [2]

Plan of Action [3]

5. The document drafted by the Secretariat presents a literal transcription of the original texts proposed by the countries and identifies their origin.

6. The present document has added 4 changes to the original document presented by the Secretariat on November 17, 2005, which are enumerated hereafter:

i. Paragraph 95 has been added and, consequently, the numbering
of the paragraphs has changed from this point on.

ii. Footnotes have been included in paragraphs 174, 230, 186,
204, 299, 48, and 237, as a reference for paragraphs that have been quoted more than once in the document.

iii. In paragraph 273, the number of the quoted article "27" has
been changed to "25".

iv. Ecuador has been added as a party to the proposal for the Social Charter presented by Venezuela, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay; as expressed at the meeting of the Working Group of the Social Charter, held in November 17, 2005.
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SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

Version November 22, 2005

PREAMBLE

CONTEXT

1. (MESOAMERICA)
/ AWARE of the persistent and often increasing poverty and marginalization experienced by millions of people in the Americas and determined to take effective action to address the dramatic diagnostic assessments of poverty and its causes;
2. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECOGNIZING the multiethnic, pluricultural, and multilingual nature of the peoples and cultures of the Americas, and inspired by the need to promote integration, cooperation, and solidarity conducive to the building of democratic societies, integral development, and a blending of cultures among our peoples;
3. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that poverty, inequity, and social exclusion are problems that impair integral development and the good governance of the peoples of the Hemisphere and that call for the adoption of immediate measures;
4. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) MINDFUL of the need to improve basic services for the purpose of fighting inequity, social exclusion, and the unequal distribution of income, which restricts access to goods and services;
5. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONCERNED about the existence of structural situations that hinder the full exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights, impede integral development, adversely affect the quality of democracy, and reinforce social injustice;
6. (BOLIVIA) Convinced that the external debt borne by the peoples of the Americas is one of the causes that hampers and postpones their development and the improvement of their standard of living, as well as their access to basic goods and services;
7. CARICOM) 3. Recognising that the debt burden confronting developing states inhibits sustained growth and human development.  
INSTRUMENTS

Enumeration of different instruments

8. (MESOAMERICA) HAVING SEEN that, in order to advance social development and the fight against extreme poverty and inequality, the member states have entered into commitments reflected in the Charter of the Organization of American States as well as other instruments adopted by the OAS, such as:  The Inter-American Democratic Charter,  the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Protocol of San Salvador, the Declaration of Margarita, and the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;
9. (CANADA) Foundation for the Social Charter. The Social Charter should be founded on existing international law and commitments which include, among others: the OAS Charter (especially article 34), the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration on Rights and Duties of Man, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Convention on the Rights of the Child, ILO Conventions, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development.. 

10. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECALLING that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Protocol of San Salvador; the Declaration and Programme of Action of the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Declaration on the Right to Development, the Millennium Declaration, and the declaration of the International Conference on Financing for Development (Monterrey Consensus) of the United Nations; the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Santiago of the OAS General Assembly; the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and the Declaration of Margarita are basic documents that set forth the objectives of fighting and overcoming poverty, inequity, and social exclusion;
11. (CARICOM) 4. Recognising that, in order to advance social development and the fight against extreme poverty and inequity, Member States have entered into commitments as reflected in the Charter of the Organization of American States as well as other instruments such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, the Inter – American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Margarita, the Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action and the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas;
From the OAS


12. (MESOAMERICA) That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of its essential purposes is to eradicate extreme poverty;
13. (MESOAMERICA) That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of its essential purposes the promotion, by cooperative action, of economic, social, and cultural development in order to put into practice the principles on which it is founded and to fulfill its regional obligations;

14. (MESOAMERICA) That the development of international law and the advisability of clarifying the provisions contained in the Charter of the Organization and basic instruments on the preservation and defense of social rights require member states to adopt new measures to eradicate hunger, marginalization, illiteracy, and destitution;

15. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) INSPIRED by the principles of inter-American solidarity and cooperation established in the Charter of the OAS, on the basis of which the states pledge themselves to a united effort to ensure international social justice so that their peoples may be able to achieve integral development, as a condition essential to peace and security;
16. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that among the essential purposes recognized by the Charter of the OAS are the promotion, by cooperative action, of the economic, social, and cultural development of its member states, and the eradication of extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere; 

17. 
(VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECOGNIZING the contributions of the OAS and other regional and subregional mechanisms to the promotion of integral development and to the struggle against poverty;

18. (UNITED STATES) That the Inter-American Democratic Charter has created a new dynamic to maintain, consolidate, and protect democracy in our hemisphere by promoting citizens’ engagement in their own government.

19. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, and also that the fight against poverty is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American states;

20. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that that Charter recognizes that the participation of citizens in decisions relating to their own development is a right and responsibility as well as a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy; and CONVINCED that said participation contributes to the progress and well-being of our countries, reducing the economic and social gap within and among our countries;
21. (MESOAMERICA) That the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that democracy and economic development are interdependent and are mutually reinforcing, and that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that adversely affect the consolidation of democracy;
22. (MESOAMERICA) That the Democratic Charter constitutes an invaluable contribution to the defense of democratic principles and institutions, but that there is a need for a complementary instrument linking the political sphere with social development;

23. (MESOAMERICA) That the Protocol of San Salvador develops a set of economic, social, and cultural rights that significantly complement regional instruments on the subject;
24. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) BEARING IN MIND that, in the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, the states affirmed that the grave problems of poverty, malnutrition, hunger, health care, and illiteracy hamper the consolidation of democracy; and that the elimination of poverty and social exclusion, as well as the promotion of economic growth with equity, reinforce democratic governance;

25. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in the Declaration of Nuevo León the Heads of State and Government recognized that social justice and the reduction of poverty contribute to the stability, democracy, and security of our states and the region; and pledged to build democracies based on social justice in the Hemisphere;

26. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) BEARING IN MIND that in the Declaration of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held on Isla de Margarita, the states expressed their determination and commitment to urgently combat the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity that affect, in varying degrees, the countries of the Hemisphere; to face the causes that generate them and their consequences; and to create favorable conditions for socioeconomic development with equity to promote more just societies;

27. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECALLING that in the same Declaration the states expressed their readiness to promote and strengthen cooperation initiatives in areas relating to poverty, social exclusion, and inequity, in support of national efforts based on the principle of partnership for development;

28. (MESOAMERICA) That, at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion on Isla Margarita, member states committed to strengthening existing cooperation mechanisms to support the fight against poverty and social exclusion;
United Nations

29. (UNITED STATES) Therefore, our submission is animated by the same issues that emerged from the Monterrey Summit and which are completely supported by the United States:  (a)  Investing in People; (b) Governing Justly; and (c) Promoting Economic Freedom.  

30.  (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that in the Monterrey Consensus the Heads of State and Government agreed to coordinate international efforts, with a view to mobilizing resources for sustainable economic development and for the fight against poverty and hunger;

31. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)  CONSIDERING that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims that human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, and that all states and governments are committed to adopt such necessary measures as to prevent and eliminate all forms and manifestations of racial and ethnic discrimination;

32. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights states that the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights;
33. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECOGNIZING LIKEWISE that said Covenant establishes that the effective exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights is an obligation that states must fulfill gradually, taking into account available resources and their level of development;

34. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECALLING that the Vienna Conference established that human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent, and interrelated, and that democracy, development, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent, mutually reinforcing concepts;

35. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that in the Declaration on the Right to Development the states pledged to adopt policy, legislative, and other measures at the national and international levels to overcome barriers to development resulting from the failure to observe civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights and that, to promote development, their implementation, promotion, and protection should be considered with the same attention and urgency;

36. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) REAFFIRMING that in the Millennium Declaration our Heads of State and Government established objectives and goals to reduce poverty, hunger, and disease; ensure the right to development; and bring about the full exercise of the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of our peoples;
Regional

37. (CARICOM) 5. Noting that, at the sub-regional level, Member States have also entered into commitments to address a broad spectrum of human endeavor and behaviour in the social area, including the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean Community;       
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Fight against poverty

38. (PERU) More specifically, special emphasis should be placed on fighting poverty, especially extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion, which jeopardize human dignity.  To that end, it is especially important to apply policies, based on cross-cutting approaches to human development and gender issues, that promote the development of human capacity and respect for fundamental rights, promote economic opportunities and capacities, and establish social protection networks.
39. (CHILE) The Reduction of social inequality. Poverty reduction and improved living conditions cannot now be achieved solely through economic growth and stop-gap social policies. The magnitude of the divisions in society is a problem in itself, meaning that they must be addresse from an integral social policy perspective.

40. (PERU) It is important to emphasize, as a strategic objective for each country, the need to progressively link economic policies and social development and, in particular, programs related to overcoming poverty.
Poverty, Development and Democracy

41. (MESOAMERICA) That extreme poverty, insecurity, and lack of equity are infringements of human rights and create adverse conditions in the Americas for the maintenance of peace, democratic governance, social development, and the tranquility and security of peoples;

42. (MESOAMERICA) That the lack of significant progress in eradicating extreme poverty constitutes an obstacle to full democratic development in the Hemisphere;

43. (MESOAMERICA) That the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American States;

44. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONSIDERING that poverty, social exclusion, and inequity create adverse conditions for the maintenance of peace, democratic governance, social development, and the tranquility and security of peoples;
45. (CARICOM) 2. Considering also that the persistence of poverty and its attendant inequities constitute a threat to integral development and undermine the foundation and security of the democratic states of the Americas;  

Equality of opportunities

46. (UNITED STATES) That equality of opportunities serves as a foundation for more prosperous and stable nations.  Universal access to a transparent political process is critical to the growth of our nations.  

47. (CHILE) Promoting equal opportunities and nondiscrimination

Growth

48. (CHILE) **
/Economic Growth with Equity, in the sense of a set of public policies that lead to an increase in national income and an improvement in its distribution.
/

49. (CHILE) Progress can be made by combining variables such as economic performance, the strengthening of public social action, and its reorientation toward a social investment policy that is both universal and targeted.

50. (UNITED STATES) That opportunity is an engine for growth and therefore the citizens of our nations must have the freedom to pursue their own social development, and to contribute to the economic and political dynamism of their societies and future generations; 

Democracy and Governance 

51. (MESOAMERICA) That representative democracy is indispensable for the stability, peace, and economic, social, and political development of the region;

52. (UNITED STATES) That a representative democracy with an engaged citizenry, and systems to ensure that government is accountable, is indispensable to a nation’s political, economic, and social growth.

53. (CHILE) The consolidation of democracy.  The problems besetting democratic institutions limit full recognition of civil rights, public freedoms, and citizen participation.

54. (CHILE) Political Stability and Democratic Governance, in the sense of the strengthening and development of democratic institutions, citizen participation, and modernization of the state.. Democracy is the opportunity for each and every member of society to participate in the construction of a joint project, in accordance with their respective interests and motivation. Quality democracy is, therefore, that which values, on the one hand, all experiences of participation in society and, on the other, provides institutional certainty that certain principles, such as equality and liberty, are effectively expressed in the political order.

55. (CANADA) Democratic governance. Democratic governance which aims to foster social inclusion, participation and justice is key to achieving social rights, more equitable social distributions of opportunities and resources and equity and to sustainable development.

Social Development and civil freedoms

56. (UNITED STATES) The purpose of social development must be to uphold our citizens’ freedoms to lead the kind of lives they value. Social development based upon democracy, equality, opportunity and partnership paves the way towards our citizens’ prosperity and our nations’ progress.
57. (UNITED STATES) That individual liberty, based on respect for human rights and the rule of law, within the framework of democratic institutions, is the foundation for social development.

Integral Development

58. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECALLING that integral development encompasses the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields through which the goals that each country sets for accomplishing it should be achieved, and that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income, and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;

59. (MESOAMERICA) That the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development and sustained economic growth;

60. (MESOAMERICA) That the member states have agreed that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;

61. (CARICOM) 1. Considering that the peoples of the Americas have the right to a social environment in which their full potential may be realized and that their governments have an obligation to promote and defend this right; 

Human Rights

62. (CANADA) Human rights. The recognition of the indivisibility and interdependence of civil and political rights, and economic, social and cultural rights, in the promotion of social development and the realization of human potential is essential. National governments have primary responsibility for both the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the implementation of social policy.

63. (CHILE) The human rights doctrine, as the ethical framework for formulating social and economic policies and the political order. It is a question of ensuring observance of civil rights and public freedoms and of gradually attaining the full exercise of economic, social and cultural rights for all citizens. This dimension has taken on fresh momentum as a public policy objective aimed at forging more democratic, equal, mutually supportive, and socially integrated societies.

64. (MESOAMERICA) That the exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights is closely linked to the exercise of civil and political rights, because the different categories of rights constitute an indivisible whole based on recognition of the dignity of the individual;

Social Justice

65. (MESOAMERICA) Article 3.- The ultimate purpose of development is to serve human beings. For that reason, member states agreed, when drafting this Social Charter of the Americas, that there needs to be a pattern of relations among our peoples based on the dignity of human beings.

66. (MESOAMERICA) That human beings can only fulfill their aspirations within a just social order, accompanied by economic development and true peace;

67. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 1. The peoples of the Americas are entitled to social justice and the states have the obligation to promote it and to make the necessary efforts to guarantee it.

Social Exclusion

68. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) RECALLING that social exclusion results not only from poverty but also from discrimination, intolerance, and the unsustainable use of natural resources, which may also create or exacerbate the circumstances of groups in situations of vulnerability or social risk, such as indigenous peoples, communities of African descent, migrants, women, youths, the elderly, victims of natural disasters, and ethnic, religious, or social minorities.

Participation

69. (UNITED STATES) That the true measure of a nation’s strength lies in the active participation by their people in the processes that affect their well being.  The role of democratically formulated national policies is central to achieving progress as each nation is responsible for its own economic and social development. Therefore the purpose of development must be to provide our citizens with the freedom to lead the kind of lives they value.  We share the following priorities in this pursuit of democratic social development for our nations.

70. (CANADA) Participation in social development. Social policy aimed at fostering equity and social inclusion requires the participation and partnership of different social groups, civil society organizations, as well as participative planning, decentralization of decision-making, accountability, transparency and the fight against corruption.

COMMITMENTS FROM THE STATES

71. (CANADA) The preamble should express the strong commitment of Member States to address socio-economic inequities and promote social development in the Americas underlining that the Social Charter is to serve as a guideline for the efforts of Member States to improve social conditions in the Hemisphere.

72. (MESOAMERICA) CONSIDERING That, based on the political will of its member states, the Organization of American States has the historic mission of guaranteeing peace, justice, and development for their peoples by consolidating democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights;

73. (MESOAMERICA) DETERMINED To combining their vision of democracy, peace, and security with a new impetus for development and the defense of social rights;

74. (MESOAMERICA) To renew their commitment to fight against social inequality, through effective actions, powers, and more extensive resources;

75. (MESOAMERICA) Article 2.- The member states reiterate their commitment to seek economic growth with equity aimed at reducing poverty, eliminating hunger, and raising the standard of living of the population, and to combat, systematically and permanently, all forms of inequality, exclusion, and intolerance.

76. (CHILE) The achievement of sustainable development and a higher standard of living. The economic growth model and regulatory framework must create conditions that ensure future availability of natural resources, the conservation of biodiversity, and a decent standard of living for future generations.

77. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) CONVINCED that it is necessary and urgent to adopt, in keeping with the characteristics and needs of each state, policies, plans, and programs geared toward increasing the well-being of the sectors in greatest need and finding structural solutions to address the phenomenon of poverty, exclusion, and social inequity;

MANDATE FOR THE CREATION OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER

78. (MESOAMERICA) IN FULFILLMENT of Resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), which instructs the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which would include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty;

79. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) IN COMPLIANCE WITH resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), which called for the preparation of a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which would include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets to reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty,
80. (CARICOM) 6. Bearing in mind that Resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), together mandated the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty;

PURPOSE OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER

81. (CANADA) Eradication of poverty. The eradication of poverty and the achievement of equity is a key purpose of the Social Charter of the Americas. Governments have the responsibility to ensure that programs and policies are in place to reduce poverty, and to ensure economic growth with equity

82. (PERU) Peru believes the Social Charter should be an instrument by which the inter-American community may enhance and complement national policies to promote social development and eliminate social inequity, as conditions for strengthening democratic governance and human development and facilitating the exercise of human, social, economic, cultural, and political rights.
83. (PERU) The Social Charter of the Americas should enrich and complement social policies, especially on overcoming poverty and eliminating inequality and social exclusion.  It should build upon existing instruments, establishing and improving mechanisms to enable individuals, families, and communities to attain social development.  It should establish absolute priorities, processes, and timelines for the progress of the entire inter-American community, not only the establishment of follow-up and monitoring mechanisms.
84. (PERU) In short, the Government of Peru is committed to successful negotiation of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.  The objective is an instrument that would not need to recapitulate the catalog of rights recognized in the universal and inter-American systems but firmly reiterate the commitments of the states to those instruments.  It should adopt specific measures, at the national level and through international technical and horizontal cooperation.  It should establish mandates for the specialized organs of the inter-American system, so as to gradually achieve the full exercise of recognized economic, social, and cultural rights.
85. (PERU) The Social Charter should revolve around the human being.  Its primary objective should be to promote human development, as a basis for the development of society, by creating an environment of freedom, democracy, and effective exercise of human rights, enabling human beings to develop their potential.
86. (PERU) In this context, the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Social Charter of the Americas should be mutually complementary instruments that support OAS activities to promote human development in the region on a basis of solidarity and cooperation.
87. (CANADA) Equity in the Hemisphere. A key purpose of the Social Charter is achieving greater equity in the Hemisphere, in particular through the eradication of poverty and violence, the promotion of social inclusion, and the progressive elimination of the socio-economic disparities that exist within and between Member States. The provisions of the Social Charter are to be considered in light of the principles of sustainable development.

88. (MESOMERICA) Article 5.- One of the prime objectives of the Social Charter must be the promotion and protection of the human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, along with respect for ethnical, cultural, and religious diversity, which will help reduce poverty and bring about more inclusion, and hence equity, in the Americas.
89. (MESOAMERICA) Article 9.- The Social Charter is the comprehensive social policy instrument that enables us to forge the fourth pillar of the activities that the OAS focuses on today, along with democracy, human rights, and multidimensional security.  It embodies the inter-American response to the commitments undertaken in the different subregional, regional, and world fora to establish hemispheric mechanisms that act as a nexus between economic, cultural, and social policies in support of the states’ own domestic efforts.

90. (MESOAMERICA) Article 10. The Social Charter is determined to adopt a comprehensive approach to the issue of poverty and inequality, addressing the lack of financial resources and the lack of access and opportunities that would allow citizens to control their own destiny, while taking into account the real circumstances of each state.

AGREE TO:

THEMATIC AREAS

RIGHT TO LIFE

91. (CARICOM) 28. Every person shall have the right to life. No person shall be deprived of his or her life intentionally save in accordance with national law.

92. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 2.- All human beings have the right to life, and the states shall adopt measures to ensure them a decent and full life, with full enjoyment of their human rights, in a context of solidarity, peace, and social justice.

ADEQUATE  LIVING STANDARD

93. (CANADA) The Social Charter should underline the principle of equitable access to quality health services, safe-drinking water, food, housing, to satisfy basic human needs as well as access to education and decent work and clarify the corresponding implications in terms of obligations of Governments to progressively strive to implement economic, social and cultural rights.

94. (CARICOM) 33. Member States shall endeavour to provide adequate social services and benefits for the population at large and ensure that the most needy persons have access to food, housing and other basic necessities.
95. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 25.-Everyone is entitled to receive basic services:  potable water, wastewater treatment, drainage, communications, energy, public transportation, and solid waste collection in their communities, in accordance with national law. Public services and their supply sources shall always be managed in pursuit of the common good.
Housing

96. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 24. Everyone is entitled to decent and adequate housing that ensures safety and human interaction in neighborhood and community relations and, in that connection, the states shall develop policies to promote its accessibility to everyone.

97. (CHILE) Access to quality housing

Food Security


98. (PERU) Every person, in the context of basic human rights, has the right to access to healthy, nutritious food, and to not go hungry, in keeping with the consensus that each person is both agent and object in the achievement of his capabilities, considered as assets:  human, economic, social, and institutional capital.
99. (PERU) Reiterate the political will and the shared and national dedication to achieving food security for all and carrying out a continuing effort to eradicate hunger in all the countries, with the immediate goal of reducing the number of malnourished persons by half of their present number no later than 2015.
100. (PERÚ) Reiterate the commitment under that Millennium Development Goal to reduce by half the percentage of persons whose income is lower than one dollar per day and reduce by half the percentage of persons who go hungry.
101. (PERU) Consider that, among determining factors in reducing malnutrition, a mother’s education and her situation or status in the family and community account for more than 50%; nutrition makes up 26%; and health conditions make up 20%.  For that reason, it is essential to work mainly with adolescents and young women, and with mothers of children under two, to promote all aspects of child nutrition, including strategies for diversifying nutrition, as components of plans to reduce and prevent malnutrition, especially at the community and local levels.
102. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 15. Everyone has a right to food and the states pledge to make the necessary efforts to promote the effective exercise of this right and to eradicate malnutrition. The states shall adopt the necessary measures, within their legal frameworks, to ensure that their peoples are not deprived of access to food.

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

103. (UNITED STATES) We are committed to eradicating persistent poverty and hunger in the hemisphere.  By putting in place well-targeted, cost-effective and sustainable social protection programs, we can help meet the social and economic needs of the most vulnerable sectors of our societies.  Prudent long-term policies to provide our populations with improved access to education and health care are an essential element of a sound economy, but we recognize that we need additional systems to assist vulnerable groups that may be excluded.  In creating these systems, we will take advantage of the successful experiences with these programs in the Hemisphere.  In particular, we will introduce conditional social assistance programs that provide incentives for the recipients to acquire the necessary skills to be part of the labor force.  To that end, we will consolidate existing assistance programs into cost-effective, result-oriented programs.  We will put in place effective monitoring mechanisms in order to eradicate fraud and ensure that assistance reaches the most needy.  

104. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 20.- Everyone is entitled to receive comprehensive social protection, and the state shall adopt public policies to promote access to it, on the basis of the principles of universality, solidarity, and equity.
105. (CHILE) The availability of, and access to, a quality social protection system;
106. (BOLIVIA) Everyone living in extreme poverty or at great economic and/or social risk is entitled to receive from the state social protection that is integral, equitable, and based on solidarity.

HEALTH

107. (PERU) The state will promote healthy lifestyles, encouraging self-health care and intersectoral programs.  It will foster citizen participation in the co-management and community oversight of health services.

108. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 11.- Health is a human right and it is incumbent on states to make the necessary efforts to guarantee it. The states pledge to promote and finance scientific research in the health area.

109. (UNITED STATES) Human health conditions are directly tied to healthy environments.  Higher clean air and water standards lead to improved sanitation and hygiene, which is critical to ensuring the health and prosperity of our people.

110. (PERU) Every person should be guaranteed the highest level of health protection, through promotion of health, prevention, education, and appropriate healthcare.

Access and Quality

111. (UNITED STATES) Attaining and maintaining good health is vital to the well being of our citizens and the economic development of our societies. Access to quality healthcare and adequate nutrition is a critical element in the development of strong families, democratic societies and prosperous economies. Adequate nutrition, as well as good physical and mental health, is essential for a productive and fulfilling life

112. (CANADA) The Social Charter should underscore the need to promote the availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality of health services. It should address issues of sexual and reproductive health, access to medicines, including intellectual property issues, current health issues such as HIV/Aids, tuberculosis and malaria, emerging health issues such as influenza, SARS and it should stress the need for concerted action.

113. (PERU) Every person has the right to a physical and social environment that guarantees a healthy living standard, including universal, equitable, comprehensive, and supportive access to basic health services.

114. (CARICOM) 32. All citizens, in particular the poor, children, the elderly and those with mental and physical disabilities, have a right of access to quality health care.

Children’s Health

115. (UNITED STATES)  With child-development as a focus, policies that work to expand prenatal care, reduce maternal and infant mortality, improve immunization efforts, promote safe and stable families, maintain nutritional programs such as school lunch projects, and enhance programs that address the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases can result in a healthy society for all.

116. (MESOAMERICA)** Article 16.- The Social Charter is also particularly emphatic about the need to improve access to health systems for all citizens, by redoubling the efforts of states to raise standards in medical practice and training; to continually improve the health of children through prenatal care,  and vaccination, immunization, and nutrition programs (…)

117. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 12.- The health of pregnant women and the newborn must be given priority attention by states.

Training of the Health Care Work Force

118. (MESOAMÉRICA)** Article 16.- The Social Charter is also particularly emphatic about the need to improve access to health systems for all citizens, by redoubling the efforts of states to raise standards in medical practice and training; (…)
/
119. (UNITED STATES) Also essential to the health and well-being of our populations is the development and education of a health care workforce. Expanding access to healthcare and intensifying efforts to improve national-level standards for the training of health personnel and the practice of the health professions should be an ongoing priority. This should include addressing corruption in health care, which can serve to drive up costs and deny access to needed services and treatments. 
Sports

120. (CANADA) Sport plays an important role in the promotion of social inclusion, the elimination of social barriers, and friendly relations between countries. The convening power of sport makes it a powerful tool for advocacy and education on social and health issues such as HIV/AIDS prevention, development and general health and well being.

121. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 27.- Leisure, recreation, and the practice of sports are social rights that contribute to the integral development of human beings, with a view to enhancing and preserving their physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual attributes.

Traditional Medicine

122. (BOLIVIA) The states shall recognize traditional medicine and therapeutic skills.

123. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)14.- The states recognize the importance and distinctive characteristics of indigenous medicine and traditional therapeutic skills, respecting the community’s ownership thereof and making appropriate efforts to ensure the just distribution of the benefits of this knowledge.

Participation

124. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 13.- The states recognize the importance of citizen participation in the planning, implementation, and monitoring of public health systems.
EDUCATION

125. (MESOAMERICA) Article 13.- The Social Charter restates the conviction that permanent effort is needed to ensure that education is the key to developing human potential, alleviating poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, and promoting greater understanding among our peoples.

126. (CARICOM) 18. Member States reiterate that education offers the single best opportunity for improving the lives of the millions of people who find themselves in poverty;

127. (BOLIVIA) Education is a human right and a fundamental social duty assumed by states as an unavoidable task of great concern, with the participation of the family and civil society.  The states must guarantee early, primary, and secondary education, as well as promote higher education in a manner that is democratic, multiethnic, pluricultural and intercultural, comprehensive, of high quality, continuing, compulsory, and free of charge at the primary level.

128. (UNITED STATES) The potential wealth and strength of our nations lies in the education of our children.  In a free society, education is vital to ensure informed participation in the governance of the nation. In a democracy, broad-based access to education enables freedom to flourish and provides the foundation for growth with equity by creating the requisite knowledge and critical thinking necessary for the meaningful participation of citizens in the decision-making processes of their governments.

129. (CARICOM) 19. Education must play a fundamental role in developing a democratic and productive citizenry, in promoting social inclusion and in ensuring that future generations enter a world filled with opportunity and hope;  

130. (CARICOM) 21. Member States recognize that the key to creating local and regional capacity for innovation, creativity, and increased productivity is a well-educated, well-informed, and democratic workforce;

131. (CARICOM) 20. Every citizen has the right to be educated irrespective of race, colour, ethnicity, place of birth or origin, political opinion, religion, creed, disability, gender, language or social class;

Access and Quality

132. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 8.- Education shall be rooted in the principles of universality, quality, equity, freedom, justice, pluralism, a sense of belonging, relevance, and training for the full development of the human personality and the achievement of a decent living.

133. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 7.- Education is a human right and a fundamental social duty assumed by states as an unavoidable task, which requires the joint participation of the family and society. The states must guarantee it in a manner that is democratic, comprehensive, continuing, compulsory, and free of charge, in the framework of their national laws.
134. (MESOAMEICA) Article 14.- The Social Charter must become a particularly powerful stimulus and tool for expanding access to quality education for all, especially those members of our societies who have lacked it, such as girls and women, people living in rural areas, minorities, the indigenous, the disables, and migrants.

135. (UNITED STATES) With a focus on providing quality education for all, in primary and secondary levels as well as technical education, professional learning, and lifelong learning opportunities, we can promote employability and create a workforce with the skills and knowledge needed to respond to the opportunities and challenges of a modern economy.  We will partner with our local private sectors to achieve this goal.

136. (UNITED STATES) Governments can create foundations of a quality education system by increasing accountability, putting in place quality curricula and monitoring systems, and testing student learning and, importantly, encouraging parental and community engagement.  By improving management and efficiency, promoting basic literacy and making education relevant to the needs of society and the labor market we can make education a catalyst for progress.
137. (UNITED STATES) Increasing the availability of teaching materials and free textbooks to students and the provision of school nutrition programs are measures that can improve school attendance, especially among the poor.  In addition, by providing quality education to those who have traditionally been denied or provided poor access, particularly girls and women, rural residents, indigenous people and others, we improve access to economic opportunity for those populations.  
138. (PERU) In response to international recognition of the crucial importance of early childhood education in attaining an appropriate living standard in childhood and subsequent phases of life, the states, especially in the most vulnerable and disenfranchised sectors, should extend and improve education for children under age five, taking an integrated approach that incorporates health and nutrition as essential factors in learning.

139. (PERU) States should foster the necessary conditions to guarantee professional, effective teacher performance, especially in the context of poverty and exclusion. These efforts should be complemented by a reassessment of the teaching profession, with appropriate attention to remuneration, social security, and public recognition of teaching.

140. (PERU) States will establish policies to coordinate the educational process with production sector requirements, in accordance with the need to achieve greater levels of development and competitiveness at the local, regional, and national levels, in the context of today’s globalization process. States should promote an educational system that links basic education and professional training, that interacts with the environment, and that develops the capacity to adapt its own structure to technological, organizational, and cultural innovations and opportunities.

Participation

141. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 9.- The states recognize that all citizens are entitled to participate in the design, administration, and evaluation of educational processes and shall seek to generate favorable conditions to that end, within the legally established framework.
142. (BOLIVIA) All citizens share joint responsibility for the evaluation of educational processes, and the state shall pay heed to their proposals, within the framework of their national law.

Financing for Education

143. (CARICOM) 22. Economic development policies of each country should support their public education policies so that quality education can become the key to the advancement of our societies and civilization.  

144. (PERU) States should promote policies that ensure implementation of alternative means of funding educational requirements, particularly for more vulnerable population sectors. The formulation and execution of such mechanisms could be enriched by the debates and proposals developed in important forums and organizations, both regional and international, such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the various Ibero-American Summits, the Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

LABOR

145. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 17.- All workers are entitled to enjoy the benefits deriving from their job performance, in accordance with domestic law and the international treaties, covenants, and conventions in force in each state.
146. (CARICOM) 34. Every worker has the right to:

· decent and productive work, reasonable remuneration without discrimination, and a safe and healthy working environment; 

· not to be held in slavery or servitude, or be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;
· to form or belong to and participate in the activities of trade unions or other associations for the promotion and protection of his or her interest, subject to such reasonable restrictions as may be imposed by national law in the public interest
147. (CARICOM) 35. The provisions of this article shall not preclude the states from taking measures imposing on persons in the service of the State, restrictions which are reasonably justifiable in a free and democratic society.

148. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 19.- The states shall guarantee, in accordance with national law, the right to strike, the freedom to form unions, freedom of association, freedom to petition and to make demands, the right to collective bargaining, the elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labor, and the elimination of all forms of discrimination in employment or occupation, seeking at all times to promote social dialogue (…)
/
Social Dialogue

149. (UNITED STATES) True prosperity can only be achieved with the protection and respect of workers’ rights, promotion of equal employment opportunities, and the improvement of working conditions for people in all countries in the region.  Cooperation and social dialogue on labor matters among workers, employers and governments can help promote good governance and a stable economy.  Through effective enforcement of and strengthening of compliance with our labor laws by respecting, promoting and realizing the principles recognized in the International Labor Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up, we foster a quality workforce that drives economic progress by attracting foreign and national investment and provide a basis for sustainable growth and social justice for people throughout the hemisphere.  

150. (PERU) Opportunities for social and political dialogue are important if they can lead to consensus on policies contributing to the growth of production and the reduction of labor instability.  Among these policies, we would emphasize: 

· Increase the education budget and raise the level of education to promote an entrepreneurial culture; link the development of human capacities with presence on the labor market; 

· Promote investment in scientific and technological innovation and research, in businesses, universities, and appropriate public agencies;
· Encourage production chains with competitive potential, including the small and medium-size enterprise, civil society, and regional organizations.
· Encourage increases in remuneration in response to increases in an enterprise’s productivity.
· Invigorate foreign trade and agree upon a negotiation strategy which, according to criteria of productive potential, complementarity, competitiveness, and graduality, ranks according to priority the countries and blocs of countries with which agreements must be reached.

· Strengthen and broaden trade association mechanisms for dialogue and negotiation, fostering  representation and participation in business and labor unions.
Job Creation

151. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)16.- The states recognize the right to work and shall create opportunities for their populations to have access to decent, dignified, and productive work that provides a good quality of life to the worker and his or her family, under conditions of freedom, job stability, equity, safety, occupational health and hygiene, and recreation.
152. (PERU) Decent employment must be promoted not through isolated measures but through a set of concerted, coordinated policies.
153. (CHILE) The generation of decent and stable jobs, by expanding training and respect for labor rights.

154. (MESOAMERICA) Article 15.- The Social Charter points to the urgent need to achieve full awareness among states that employment generation is essential for the fight against poverty and to strengthen democratic governance and that it is imperative to invest in capacity building in order to promote economic growth.

Non- discrimination

155. (CANADA) The importance of work, socially as well as economically, should be underlined along with the need to ensure equal access to work regardless of gender and ensure the integration of traditionally disadvantaged persons into the workplace: women, indigenous persons, persons with disabilities, minorities.  Provisions should also address the need for workplace health and safety programs and protections.

Migrant Workers

156. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 18.- All migrant workers and their families are entitled to the protection and equality of rights and conditions with regard to decent, dignified, and productive jobs, in accordance with national law.
157. (BOLIVIA) All migrant workers and their families shall enjoy equality of rights and conditions with regard to decent, dignified, and productive jobs, in accordance with national law, with no restrictions other than those stemming from international agreements adopted by the states.

Child Labor

158. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)**19.- (…) Likewise, the states pledge to respect, promote, and implement the principles pertaining to the effective abolition of child labor, adopting immediate and effective measures to bring about the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labor.
/
 ENVIRONMENT

Environment-Development

159. (UNITED STATES) Social development also depends upon an inextricable linkage between economic growth and the rational utilization of natural resources, including the conservation of highly biodiverse ecosystems.  Providing a sustainable base for long-term economic growth and human well-being requires responsible management of natural resource assets.

160. (MESOAMERICA) Article 20.- Social progress and economic prosperity can only be sustained if people live in a healthy environment and ecosystems and natural resources are used in a careful and responsible manner.

161. (PERU) 
States must adopt environmental policies that promote sustainable management of natural resources, reduce urban and rural pollution, and complement social policies, considering the close relationship between poverty and environmental degradation in our countries

Obligation of the State and Civil Society

162. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 22- Persons have the right to live in a healthy environment and to have access to basic public services.  It is the responsibility of the state to make the necessary efforts to promote the effective exercise of these rights.

163. (PERU) Peoples are entitled to a sound environment, and it is the obligation of states and the duty of citizens to protect and preserve it for the benefit and enjoyment of all living beings and future generations.

164. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 23- The states shall adopt and execute, with the participation of interested social sectors, strategies, plans, and policies for environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources, in the context of sustainable development, for the benefit and enjoyment of future generations.
165. (UNITED STATES) Participation by civil society, private sector firms, and local, regional, and national governments in transparent processes of land-use planning and resource- management decisions is essential to maintaining a climate of economic and political stability in the region.  Continued provision of vital environmental services such as clean and regular flows of water, fertile soils, and biodiverse landscapes replete with food, fiber, and medicinal stocks is essential to maintain a healthy populace.

CULTURE

Cultural Diversity

166. (CANADA) The Social Charter should recognize the importance in valuing and promoting cultural diversity as a key element in fostering social cohesion, as a source of creativity and innovation, and as an important factor in social, economic and sustainable development, particularly in reducing poverty. All persons have the right to participate in the cultural life of their choice and conduct their own cultural practices, subject to respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It is vital for States to recognize their cultural heritage and encourage the creative expression of their citizens. States have the ability, consistent with international obligations, to adopt or maintain the measures they consider adequate to promote cultural diversity and to take into account the various needs of all actors in the cultural field, including cultural and creative industries, especially in the context of economic liberalization. .

167. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 39.- Cultural diversity is the heritage of our peoples and should be encouraged for the benefit of all, with a view to the full realization of human rights.  By allowing peoples and individuals to express and share their capacities, ideas, and values, cultural diversity is a necessary factor for social cohesion and an essential conduit for sustainable development.
168. (MESOAMERICA) Article 23.- While renewing their commitment to expedite the scientific and technological development of their peoples, member states undertake to rescue, preserve, and foster the abundance of traditions, history, language, knowledge, indigenous technology and other cultural assets that characterize our Hemisphere, through policies and initiatives that underscore the sense and pride of belonging to a country or region.

169. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 38.- The peoples of the Americas are entitled to the development of their own cultures and to access to universal culture, and the states are obliged to promote and guarantee them, as a means of fostering pluralism and cultural exchanges and of strengthening a culture of peace.

170. (BOLIVIA) The peoples of the Americas are entitled to respect for their cultural identity, to the development of their own cultures, and to access to universal culture; and the states are obliged to promote and guarantee them.

171. (CARICOM) 27. Member States acknowledge the myriad faiths practiced by the peoples of the hemisphere and the vital importance of eliminating social tensions and achieving social harmony through promoting tolerance of and respect for all religions.  In that regard, all citizens have the right to freedom of religious expression and the freedom to manifest that religion in teaching, practice, worship and observance in accordance with national laws.  

Respect and Promotion

172. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 40.- In a spirit of tolerance and broad freedom of thought and expression, the states must recognize the equal dignity of all cultures, respecting the fundamental rights of individuals and social minorities, including, inter alia, indigenous cultures and communities of African descent.

173. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)41.- In this same spirit of tolerance, the states shall adopt the necessary measures, in accordance with national law, to prevent the imposition of models alien to the national identity and to promote cultural diversity.

Others in Culture

174. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU)** 42.- Artisans are entitled to public recognition of their works, to their ownership, to specific financial compensation for each work they produce and sell, and to protection and dissemination of their works, without any restrictions other than those manifestly expressed by the maker or those under national law. 

175. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 43.- Peoples are entitled to the restoration of any cultural heritage taken from them illegally, forcibly, or deceitfully. The states shall establish efficient and effective mechanisms for its restoration.

VULNERABLE GROUPS

176. (CANADA) Social Inclusion and vulnerable groups. Particular attention should be given in the Charter to vulnerable groups in society regardless of age, gender, ability, ethnicity, race (inter-alia, children, youth, indigenous peoples, the elderly, persons with disabilities, ethnic minorities), to ensure the equal rights and opportunities of each group. 
177. (MESOAMERICA) Article 7.- All human beings have a right to a decent life and to full enjoyment of their human rights.  Consequently, member states will seek to develop policies that guarantee the inclusion and protection of especially vulnerable groups, such as children and adolescents, minors at odds with the law, seniors, the disabled, the displaced, refugees, and others.

178. (BOLIVIA) The states recognize the ancestral, historical, and specific rights of the indigenous peoples and communities of African descent, as well as the cultural, scientific, social, technological, and humanistic contributions they have made over time on the mainland and islands of the Americas. They must also ensure that ongoing efforts are made to combat racism, ethnic discrimination, xenophobia, intolerance, and related manifestations.

179. (CARICOM) 7. Member States acknowledge the need to focus on the most vulnerable in society such as the poor, children, youth, women, the elderly, indigenous people, the disabled, people living with HIV/AIDS and persons affected by HIV/AIDS.     

180. (CARICOM) 8. The peoples of the Americas are entitled to an inclusive and equitable social environment without discrimination and which is conducive to the strengthening and promotion of democratic values and systems. 

Gender Equality

181. (CANADA) Gender and Social Inclusion. Building on existing conventions and declarations, in particular the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Social Charter should address the rights of women in a comprehensive and integrated manner, through both a stand-alone section and mainstreaming references, addressing such issues as the increasing burden of poverty on women, inequality between men and women in power-sharing and decision-making, violence against women in all its forms, violence linked to multiple forms of discrimination (such as gender and ethnicity, race, class/caste, sexual orientation), and the right to gender equal opportunities and gender equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation, including political and public life. 
182. (MESOAMERICA) Article 6.- It is a proven fact that poverty, inequity, and exclusion affect women in particular and in a number of ways.  Nondiscrimination against women and their autonomy should be seen as effective means of combating poverty and fostering truly sustainable development.  Their participation in social development and equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered sustainable development.

183. (CARICOM) 13. Member States shall promote gender equality and equity by eradicating all forms of discrimination on the basis of sex and gender constructs, to ensure the full and equal participation of men and women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life at the national, regional and hemispheric levels, so that all citizens may exercise their human rights and enjoy their fundamental freedoms.
184. (CARICOM) 14. States shall recognize the critical emerging issues of male marginalization, as well as other problems affecting the development and socialization of young men and shall promote and encourage effective remedies to address these ills.
Children

185. (CANADA)  Children’s rights should be addressed in a comprehensive and integrated manner. Issues such as protection against discrimination, inequity, abuse, exploitation and violence should be addressed. Reference could be made to certain principles enunciated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, such as “the best interests of the child” principle and the participation of children in decision-making that affects them. The Social Charter should recognize the importance of early childhood development and contain provisions to ensure adequate investment by governments in such programs. Overall, consideration of children in the Social Charter should be guided by the objective of ensuring that children get the best possible start in life by providing parents and communities with the tools to support, and nurture children so that they have every opportunity to learn and grow in a safe and stimulating environment and reach their full potential.
186. (CHILE) **(…) countries must ensure respect for their rights and contribute to children’s integration and integral development, making them participants in the processes through which their needs are met. This entails incorporating the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child into the actions taken to benefit children and more specifically into government programs, services, and benefits in this area.

187. (CARICOM) 15. Special attention must be paid to the rights of children, in order to promote their complete development and full participation in society. 

188. (CARICOM) 16. With this understanding, every child has, in particular, the right:

· not to be compelled to perform or to render services harmful to his or her physical or mental health, upbringing, education or social development;

· to protection against economic or other exploitation, physical or mental violence, injury, neglect or sexual abuse; 

189. (CARICOM) 17. For the purposes of this Article “child” refers to every person below the age of eighteen years unless, under national law, majority is attained at an earlier or later age.

Indigenous Peoples

Acknowledgement of Indigenous Culture

190. (CANADA) The Social Charter should  acknowledge the importance of the indigenous peoples in the Americas and the need to address and overcome their unique and disproportionate poverty, marginalization and exclusion from social and economic development, including from decision-making processes that affect their lives, health, education, economic participation, rights, interests, lands and resources. It should also recognize the significant contributions of the indigenous peoples of the Americas in a number of areas (including in agriculture, health, culture). Reference to the distinctiveness, diversity and richness of indigenous cultures, traditions, history, should also be included. Co-operation between countries, including between indigenous groups, should be encouraged. The Charter should recognize the value of indigenous cultures and the importance of governments engaging with indigenous peoples in a manner which respects their values, traditions, rights, language and culture.
191. (CARICOM) 36. Member States recognize that indigenous peoples are and integral part of society and attach great value to their contribution to the development process. States also undertake to continue to protect the historical rights of indigenous peoples and respect their culture and way of life 

192. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 5.- The states recognize the ancestral, historical, and specific rights of the indigenous peoples and shall promote policies to guarantee them, in accordance with their legal frameworks and to preserve their cultural, scientific, technological, and humanistic contributions to forging the nationalities of the Americas. 
193. (MESOAMERICA) Article 24.- If the majority of indigenous peoples and their members are to overcome the extreme poverty and social exclusion in which they live, it is necessary, among other things, to help strengthen their identity; consolidate their culture; reaffirm their ancestral knowledge in education, production, and trade; and develop their science and technology, in addition to providing the necessary resources for their integral development, in keeping with the possibilities and realities of each member state of the Organization.
194. (MESOAMERICA) Article 25.- Public integral development policies that respect and recognize the wealth, cultural diversity, and identity of the indigenous peoples should be designed and implemented; and, where appropriate and in consultation with said peoples, policies aimed at addressing the distinctive characteristics of their economic, social, and cultural rights should be developed.


To achieve the preceding goals, it is important to develop mechanisms for dialogue and agreements  with the indigenous peoples in order to define plans, programs, actions, and policies that will enable them to fully exercise their economic and social rights.

Others


195. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 10.-  The states shall ensure an education that respects the cultural values, languages, traditions, spirituality, and forms of social, political, and economic organization of the indigenous peoples. 
196. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 36.- The indigenous peoples are entitled to maintain and promote their traditional productive activities, based on solidarity, reciprocal and equitable trade, and their participation in the national economy.
197. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 37. Indigenous peoples and communities are entitled to participate in the use, management, and conservation of the natural resources on their lands or in their territories, as well as to benefit from their use and exploitation, in accordance with each state’s domestic law. 
198. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 44.- The states recognize the existence of indigenous peoples and communities, their cultural identity; forms of social, political, and economic organization; usages and customs; languages; religions; and ancestral rights to the lands that they traditionally occupy and which they need to develop and sustain their ways of life.
Peoples from African descent

199. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 4.- The states recognize the political, economic, social, cultural, technological, and religious contributions made over time on the mainland and islands of the Americas by communities of African descent and shall promote their appreciation.

Peoples with special needs

200. (CANADA) Persons with disabilities. Governments should take appropriate measures to ensure equal protection of the rights of persons with disabilities as well as providing adequate and appropriate forms of assistance to enable persons with disabilities to participate fully in an inclusive society that adequate assistance is offered to enable people with disabilities to participate in society to live full, rich and rewarding lives.
201. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 6.- The states shall provide the means to support the complete and effective inclusion of individuals with special needs and the fullest possible development of their personalities

202. (CARICOM) 24. Every disabled person has, in particular, the right to be allowed to develop to his or her full potential and not to be discriminated against on the basis of his or her disability.  

The Elderly

203. (CANADA) The elderly. Governments have a responsibility to ensure that the elderly can live with dignity and be active in their community by guaranteeing income/support pensions.
204. (CHILE) **With regard to the second priority target, public sector activity must be coordinated with a view to achieving the well-being of the elderly and their integration into the family and society.  A cultural change must be promoted in the population as a whole, which would translate into better treatment and appreciation of the elderly in our society, and thus improved standards of living for this age group, especially in terms of expanded rights and greater access to health and welfare; physical and social well-being (leading an active life); and participation and integration.

205. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 21.- The elderly are entitled to continue to participate in productive work when they freely and in full use of their faculties so choose, in accordance with national law.

NON DISCRIMINATION

206. (CARICOM) 25. Member States affirm that racism and racial discrimination are an affront to human dignity, constitute serious violations of and obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights and inhibit friendly and peaceful relations among peoples.

207. (CARICOM) 26. Member States recognize that national and international actions are required to combat racism and racial discrimination in order to ensure the full enjoyment of economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights and the improvement in living conditions of all peoples.

208. (CARICOM) 30. Member States agree on the need for appropriate measures to reconcile differences of race, class and age and to promote socially cohesive and self-reliant societies in which there is respect for individual rights, freedoms and responsibilities. 

209. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 3.- The states recognize the ethical and moral values associated with a culture of peace, tolerance, and harmonious coexistence and reject any form of discrimination.   In this regard, they shall adopt policies to prevent, combat, and eradicate racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, intolerance, and related manifestations.
210. (MESOAMERICA) Article 4.- All human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, nationality, creed, or social condition, have a right to material well‑being and to their spiritual development, under circumstances of liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and economic security. 

NATURAL DISASTERS

Prevention, Response and Recovery Policies

211. (UNITED STATES) The achievements of social development can disappear in an instant after a natural disaster. Such disasters can greatly impact human health, through reduced access to health care, compromised sanitation, and inadequate nutrition. Reducing the vulnerabilities of our populations and economies and affecting a quick restoration of basic goods and services in the immediate aftermath of a disaster is essential to ensuring the momentum of a nation’s progress and its people’s pursuit of a better life. The success of governments at all levels in disaster management depends on effective preparedness for, response to, and recovery from all types of disasters. 

212. (UNITED STATES) By taking preemptive steps to create and enforce better building codes and standards, offering incentives to ensure appropriate land use, encouraging sound management of coastal zones, waterways and forests, and promoting information exchange on infrastructure vulnerability governments can mitigate the effects of a natural disaster. Relief efforts should take measures to prevent and penalize corrupt practices that divert resources from those in need.

213. (UNITED STATES) The capacity to forecast and to prepare for potential impacts of natural and man-made disasters depends on the use and sharing of technology, response, training, equipment and exercises for all hazards. This hemisphere is unfortunately familiar with the type of losses suffered during these disasters. Maintaining our spirit of cooperation and generosity in response to nations in need in the aftermath of a disaster can salvage opportunities for progress from an otherwise great tragedy.

214. (CHILE) (…) Having instruments for dealing with natural disasters (prevention, management, and reconstruction).

215. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 26.- The states shall promote policies to prevent, mitigate, and respond to natural disasters.  They shall also promote, within their possibilities, cooperation and solidarity among themselves, including measures for relief and assistance to victims.

FAMILY

216. (UNITED STATES) Strengthening the family should be a cornerstone of our social policies and programs as it is crucial to any long-term strategy for poverty reduction. As stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the state.” The strength of our nations depends upon the stability of our families. Healthy families are essential for the rearing of children, the well-being of society, and the formation of healthy communities and nations. The family’s role is indispensable and irreplaceable as the cradle of life and love for each new generation.  The family is the primary source of identity, self-esteem and support, and the first and foremost school of life, being uniquely suited to teach children integrity, compassion, faith, good citizenship, and a respect for all human life, and thereby transmit timeless values to future generations. Poverty eradication begins with children, and the best way to help children is to prevent families from being disrupted in the first place. Parents play critical roles in the development of the family and society and their contributions and responsibilities as partners.

217. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 28.- Everyone is entitled to organize his or her family as a natural social group and as the essential setting for integral human development, in accordance with their particular beliefs and customs, and to select where they want to live, in accordance with the national legal system.

218. (CARICOM) 11. Member States acknowledge that the family is the fundamental unit of society and that in various cultural, political and social systems, diverse forms of the family exist including single parent households, cohabitation and the extended family.
219. (CHILE) (…) one of the principal challenges is to incorporate the “family” as a central player in social policy and as the basis for human development. The family is a web of social relations that naturally assumes a protective function vis-à-vis its members and which, given certain elementary conditions, is capable of fulfilling that role efficiently and effectively. It is possible to encourage values, conduct, and practices that are favorable for individual and group projects. From that perspective, efforts to protect the family and to boost the relations it fosters necessarily presuppose enhancing its role and generating protective strategies which, in turn, help it to further its own development. These strategies derive from strengthened application of the rights perspective in social policy, which guarantees improved living conditions for each member of the family.

220. (CARICOM) 12. Member States shall endeavour to ensure the fulfillment of the necessary conditions for the full development and protection of the family, the promotion of family life and effective parenting skills, bearing in mind the importance of the role of parents. 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

221. (UNITED STATES) Scientific and technological development by improving agricultural productivity, alleviating health and infrastructure challenges, creating jobs, and stimulating the economy are important tools in the effort to eliminate extreme poverty and improve quality of life for all of our citizens.  By increasing levels of scientific talent, expanding investment in applied and adaptive research we can use today’s technology to create tomorrow’s success.

222. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 34.-  The states shall adopt the necessary measures to enable any increase in output from the application of technological innovations to benefit the population as a whole.

Access and diffusion

223. (UNITED STATES) Our citizens are becoming more productive and informed members of their societies, which are growing increasingly transparent and democratic through better communications and data sharing within individual countries as well as across borders. We can help to ensure the welfare and freedom of our people by harnessing the benefits of 21st century technology including greater access to knowledge and improved flow of information and supporting the development of new technology.  By building a people-centered, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society we can reduce the digital divide.

224. (MESOAMERICA)  Article 22.- Rapid and direct access to information and markets, both physical and electronic, is a core factor in the economic, social, political, and cultural development of individuals and communities.  For that reason, the member states are committed to investing, in accordance with their means, in order to provide our societies with the physical infrastructure, tools, and technical know-how needed to facilitate their insertion into, and contribution to, the globalized world.

225. (CARICOM) 23. Member States acknowledge the importance of strengthening their science and technology capability infrastructure as a means of facilitating sustainable development, eliminating inequalities, increasing access to information, available technologies and other resources and particularly to meaningful and productive employment.  Member states recognize the limited resources available to achieve these goals and the consequent need to identify strategic priorities.
226. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 46.- The creation, dissemination, and use of science and technology constitute a necessity and a right of peoples in the attainment of their integral development. 

PROPERTY RIGHTS

227. (UNITED STATES) A system that protects property rights through the rule of law is fundamental to the well being of the citizens of our hemisphere. Clearly defining a property rights system provides our citizens with certainty, facilitates capital formation, and promotes investment and ensures best management of the natural resources upon which our countries’ prosperity depends. An equitable, efficient, and transparent system of property registration gives confidence to our citizens that their rights will be respected. Clear documentation of ownership, along with effective laws that enable people to borrow against their property, to access capital, and to enter into business ventures can foster broad based growth. 

228. (UNITED STATES) A property rights system to which everyone has access, with clear, consensus-based rules, is fundamental to attracting domestic and international investment.  Moreover, an honest, well-managed property rights system is the cornerstone of every family’s economic stability and provides a foundation to increase wealth through efforts to increase home ownership, support community development and improve access to affordable housing free from discrimination. 

229. (MESOAMERICA) Article 21.- Member states undertake to enforce property rights and to support the use of property as collateral.  They also commit to ensuring that the rules governing property rights and the contracts derived from them are clear, fair, ample, transparent, and practical.  Likewise they undertake to promote and improve provisions governing transfers of property and the property registers required for them.

Intellectual property

230. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) **42.- Artisans are entitled to public recognition of their works, to their ownership, to specific financial compensation for each work they produce and sell, and to protection and dissemination of their works, without any restrictions other than those manifestly expressed by the maker or those under national law. 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICIES

231. (CARICOM) 9.
Member States acknowledge that the promotion of economic and social policies which encourage investment and better income distribution is necessary to narrow the existing inequality and inequity gaps. 
232. (CARICOM) 31. Member States also agree that appropriate frameworks for social partnerships among the government, the business community, labour organizations and civic groups, may assist in defining, executing and monitoring public policies and thereby facilitate common understandings on and support for the objectives, content and implementation of national economic and social programmes. 

233. (UNITED STATES) We recognize that sustained poverty reduction can only be achieved via economic growth.  Countries that pursue policies based on economic freedom under the rule of law tend to grow faster than countries that restrict economic freedom. We therefore commit to foster the necessary conditions for faster economic growth to take place and for economic freedom to flourish.

234. (UNITED STATES) Clearly defined property rights facilitate capital formation and promote investment.  Excessive regulations and their arbitrary application deter investment, raise the cost of doing business, hinder job creation, and reduce economic growth.  We commit to improving the business climate and eliminating the barriers that hinder entrepreneurship. Our competition policies will ensure the proper functioning of free markets.  We will improve the quality of our regulations by streamlining requirements to open businesses, modernizing and strengthening compliance with labor regulations, and eliminating bureaucratic corruption.  We wish to see enterprises move from the informal sector of the economy to the formal sector, as this generates improved work environments as well as tax revenues necessary for providing social services for the entire population.

235. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 32.-  The peoples of the Americas are entitled to economic development with social justice, and it is incumbent on the states to make the necessary efforts to promote and ensure it, in order to overcome poverty and to attain decent living standards, which will help to strengthen democratic governance.

236. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 33.- Persons are entitled to organize and to promote a productive social economy, by different means and initiatives, in accordance with national law, that lead to the equitable distribution of food, goods, and services.

237. (CHILE)**Economic Growth with Equity, in the sense of a set of public policies that lead to an increase in national income and an improvement in its distribution.


Progress can be made by combining variables such as economic performance, the strengthening of public social action, and its reorientation toward a social investment policy that is both universal and targeted.


(…) That, plus actions designed to ensure good governance, the formulation and application of coherent and targeted social policies, sound macroeconomic policies, prudent monetary and fiscal policies, efficient and transparent labor policies, observance of laws, respect for institutions and transparency, and efficiency in the use of public funds–all have to be in place as the basis for the new policy of economic growth with equity.

238. (UNITED STATES) We will implement a solid and transparent macroeconomic framework, centered on prudent fiscal policy and monetary policy whose main objective is price stability.  We commit to improve transparency, enhance competitiveness, and support entrepreneurship as means to eradicate poverty through economic growth and development.  Of particular attention is a strong and efficient market-based financial system that effectively mobilizes people’s savings and efficiently allocates capital.  Open markets build mutual prosperity among countries, serving as a sound basis for further cooperation among governments on initiatives aimed at a better future for us all.  We will pursue open trade policies to improve the allocation of resources in our economies and the opening of opportunities for our entrepreneurs.  Free trade generates increase incomes for our citizens, and provides opportunity for greater savings and investment and enhanced rates of economic growth.
239. (PERU) We must maintain macroeconomic disciplines and fiscal responsibility, together with sectoral policies that make it possible to reduce not only poverty and unemployment but also inequity and to bring about international competitiveness and social inclusiveness.  To achieve that objective, it is necessary to maintain a high level of economic growth, sustained in the medium and short terms

240. (CHILE) The Fight against Exclusion and Promotion of Social Development, in the sense of a set of policies for community development and improved living conditions for individuals and their families.


Our experience is based on a development strategy designed to generate conditions conducive to social integration for all members of society. This means striving systematically and consistently to safeguard essential macroeconomic balances. Moreover, we have to guarantee the basic conditions needed to attain sustained growth levels and to generate possibilities and opportunities that will allow everyone to benefit more from economic growth, on an equal footing with respect to conditions and opportunities.


The economic downturns resulting from the impact of globalization on local markets tend to prolong the tension between economic and social policies. Today that dichotomy does not exist because both are complementary. In short, combating exclusion and promoting social development have to become a core part of governments’ social action policies.

241. (CHILE) Having an economic framework characterized by integration of social and economic policies that make it possible to boost macroeconomic security and stimulate entrepreneurship and trade;

242. (MESOAMERICA) Article 8.- The member states reiterate their commitment to sustained economic and social development, in accordance with the circumstances of each country, in such a way as to achieve a substantial reduction of poverty, especially extreme poverty, and thereby cover the basic needs of the population in terms of quality education allowing individuals to develop their full potential; adequate health care and nutrition; decent work; personal security; decent housing; and a healthy environment.

243. (MESOAMERICA) Article 11.- The Social Charter seeks to make development a right and a reality for all our peoples and to help member states to satisfy the fundamental aspirations of society, which are to live a healthy and creative life, with a decent standard of living, freedom, dignity, and self-respect.

244. (PERU) Economic, social, and environmental policies must be coordinated to promote the generation of decent jobs, a healthy environment, and access to health, education, and culture.
245. (PERU) Social policies should focus not only on activities to alleviate the consequences and manifestations of poverty but on developing human capacity through universal access to good basic services and respect for fundamental rights; promoting economic opportunities and abilities; encouraging preventive maintenance of social and production infrastructure; and promoting the establishment of social protection networks that will respond to natural disasters and emergencies arising from human activity, thereby reducing risk and mitigating negative consequences.

246. (PERU) These policies should also be based on activities to ensure the inclusion and protection of especially vulnerable groups, such as children and adolescents, persons with disabilities, the aged, displaced persons, and refugees, etc. 

247. (PERU) Social policies should be geared toward organizing and guaranteeing the efficiency of government action against poverty, with strategy focused on the following four important aspects:
· targeting and equity of social spending;
· efficiency and transparency of social spending;
· formation of a social protection network;
· coordination, follow-up, and evaluation of social policy
248. (PERU) As the most important social policy management tool, social spending should promote equal opportunities for the entire population. Social protection networks must also be established to respond to emergencies arising from natural phenomena or human activity, so as to reduce risk and mitigate the impact on vulnerable groups. 

Micro, Small and medium size enterprises

249. (UNITED STATES) The right policies also allow small businesses to develop and grow.  We support the development of these enterprises, which make possible social mobility and allow people to help themselves.  This is especially important for women entrepreneurs who have traditionally been hampered by lack of opportunities.  Their small businesses at the grassroots level have potential to contribute to job creation and provide various populations access to markets.

250. (MESOAMERICA) Article 19.- Bearing in mind these asymmetries among and within countries, the Social Charter must generate resolute support for microenterprise and small businesses, as these are a necessary part of equitable and sustainable development.

251. (BOLIVIA) The states shall promote access to credit and financing for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as for organized communities and social economy cooperatives, as a tool that may help to combat poverty, generate new jobs, and bring about a more equitable distribution of resources; and they shall foster integral development.

252. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 35. The states pledge to facilitate and promote access to credit and financing for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as for other socially oriented productive units, as a financial tool that may help to fight poverty, generate new jobs, bring about a more equitable distribution of wealth, and achieve integral development.

Private Sector

253. (UNITED STATES) We recognize the key role of the private sector in creating jobs, expanding opportunity, and reducing poverty.  We will promote economic freedom by improving conditions by which entrepreneurship can flourish.  We believe that foreign investment spurs growth and creates jobs; we are therefore challenged to create the necessary domestic and international conditions to facilitate direct investment flows to help achieve national development.

254. (PERU) It is also a priority to incorporate organized community participation into the definition and administration of economic policy, through various management approaches.

Emphasis should also be placed on the necessary linkage and/or coordination between the private and public sectors.
COOPERATION FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

255. (PERU) Consequently, the Social Charter affords an opportunity to arrive at points of consensus in the Hemisphere on major issues, both internally and internationally, so that our countries may benefit from globalization.

256. (CANADA) Obligations of Member States. Member States have obligations under international and Inter-American conventions in the area of economic, social and cultural rights, i.e. the obligation to “take steps, both domestically and through regional and international cooperation, to the maximum of a state’s available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of economic, social and cultural rights” (see art. 2 ICESCR, art. 26 Inter-American Convention on Human Rights, art. 1 AP).

257. (CHILE) Establishment of closer cooperation among countries and between them and multilateral cooperation agencies, including economic and financial institutions. Cooperation between countries and international institutions is a significant factor in social development, inasmuch as it permits a sharing of sound practices in public policies and strengthens regional integration and solidarity mechanisms among nations.

International Organizations and Institutions

258. (CANADA) Governments and International Institutions. The Social Charter should underline, in accordance with the Monterrey Consensus and the UN Millennium Declaration, that national governments have the primary responsibility for developing social policies, mobilizing resources, delivering programs and monitoring results. In a spirit of hemispheric solidarity, international cooperation will supplement national efforts through the exchange of best practices and the development of regional synergies to meet common challenges such as pandemics, corruption, and threats to human security. International institutions, particularly Inter-American institutions, have an important role to play in assisting governments in the development and monitoring of social policies

259. (MESOAMERICA) Article 17.- Circumstances in the Americas require that, in the process of implementing the Social Charter, mechanisms be reviewed that could strengthen ties with the multilateral financial institutions and with the national and transnational private sectors, with a view to identifying new sources of funds and support programs so that the Organization can grow in importance as it applies the Plan of Action, which must be constructed with a long-term.

260. (PERU) Although each country holds primary responsibility for its own social and economic development, the international community’s commitment to support these national efforts should be reaffirmed.  According to the recommendations of the Monterrey Consensus, international efforts should be coordinated so as to promote effective alliances for sustainable socioeconomic development and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (fighting poverty and hunger in all countries of the Hemisphere). In particular, states should continue efforts to improve the quantity and quality of available resources for development, promoting the recommendations issued by the high-level forums of Rome and Paris on improving the effectiveness of official development assistance, identifying secure sources of funding that meet the needs of developing countries, and opening markets to their products.

261. (MESOAMERICA) That it is necessary to work together to foster prosperity, promote social inclusion and a more equitable distribution of economic growth, eliminate hunger, raise standards of living, generate new job and investment opportunities, promote decent work, and address the new threats to security; 

262. (MESOAMERICA) That the principles of inter-American solidarity and cooperation must shape the commitment to strive together so that the peoples of the Americas can achieve integral development and a decent standard of living;

263. (MESOAMERICA) Article 1.- The principle of hemispheric solidarity is the cornerstone of this Social Charter of the Americas.  For that reason, the states reiterate their commitment to respond collectively in the quest for solutions to the most urgent or serious threats to the stability of democratic institutions, economic and social development, and peace and security of our nations

264. (PERU) In addition, the countries should commit to strengthening coordination with multilateral financial agencies and with national and transnational private sectors, reflecting the importance of transnational enterprises to social development.

In the OAS Framework

265. (MESOAMERICA) Article 18.- The OAS must support member states’ efforts to form a common market in the Hemisphere, while respecting and developing coordination mechanisms among already established regional markets, and at the same time advising states, especially small economies and relatively less developed countries, and promoting technical assistance among states or regions, in order to help ensure that the hemispheric free market has adequate supply and demand conditions and, furthermore, encourages balanced social development that takes into account the asymmetries between countries.

266. (MESOAMERICA) Article 30.- A fundamental goal of the OAS is to consolidate its institutional role and its own and others’ perception of it as the Forum of the Americas for Social Development, serving as the political instrument geared to developing the shared vision and principles and values upheld in this Social Charter through strengthening of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) by making it more representative of the public, private, and civil society sectors.

267. (MESOAMERICA) Article 31.- The principal objective of this Forum will be to harmonize intersectoral policy for social development and poverty reduction, based on the guidelines contained in this Social Charter and those derived from other inter-American instruments in force.

Among States


268. (CHILE)  Promotion of Integration and Regional Cooperation, construed as the quest for greater integration among peoples and permanent cooperation in social affairs, over and above economic and trade integration, with particular emphasis on the solidarity principle. 


Horizontal cooperation reflects a willingness to share capabilities and experiences with countries at a lower or similar stage of development. The priority areas for cooperation have been in: public policies and social development; modernization of the state; good governance and democracy; the fostering of productive activities; the environment and natural resources; international relations; and regional integration.


Attention should also be paid to technical (so-called North-South) cooperation, based on the commitment by industrialized nations to contribute to the development of emerging countries (…)

269. (MESOAMERICA) Article 29.- The member states agree to establish in the Americas a nexus that complements their domestic laws and helps them to deal with new threats and traditional social handicaps. Cooperation in the Hemisphere therefore calls for an innovative effort to develop a new concept of cooperation: one that is more flexible, generous, commensurate, comprehensive, and capable of achieving significant and measurable progress.

270. (PERU) The international environment is especially important in efforts to attain social and economic development. Globalization has provided many benefits, but at a relatively high cost, especially to developing countries. Therefore, the Social Charter should attach importance to the restructuring of international governance, to bring about a more democratic and just multilateral system that will help to narrow political and economic differences at the international level, link social and economic policies, promote a more democratic view of human security that allows more resources to be devoted to development, promotes cooperation for capacity-building, and leads to consensus on questions of national importance, such as migration, global public goods, global warming, etc.

GOVERNANCE

Good Governance

271. (UNITED STATES) A commitment to good governance is essential to achieving all other social development goals.  Efficient, transparent and accountable government, proper management of public affairs and public property, fairness, responsibility and equality before the law and a culture of transparency, accountability and rejection of corruption are vital to the prosperity of our citizens, the health of our economies and the strength of our nations.   

272. (UNITED STATES) It is important to furnish an enabling policy environment that gives local authorities the necessary administrative, political and fiscal authority with the accompanying funds required to make decisions that benefit their constituents.   

273. (MESOAMERICA) Article 25.- The Social Charter reiterates the commitments contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in the area of cooperation for development, programs, and activities designed to promote good governance, sound administration, democratic values, and the strengthening of political institutions and civil society organizations, in order to encourage the widest possible participation in public policy decision-making. 

274. (PERU) The primary objective is to make economic and social policies mutually reinforcing and complementary so as to create social cohesion and equity and strengthen democracy and regional governance.
275. (PERU) In that context, the Social Charter should be based on the recognition that growing poverty, inequity, and exclusion represent a serious threat to democratic governance in the region and that, therefore, efforts to overcome them are justified not only from the perspective of human dignity and human rights but also from the pragmatic perspective of strengthening governance and the need to promote social cohesion to implement policies in the long term.
276. (PERU) Social integration promotes democratic governance.  Social cohesion makes it possible to support a state so that democracy is expressed not only in electoral terms but in an effective citizenry as well.
277. (PERU) In this sense, promoting inclusive policies that foster respect for the ethnic and cultural development of nations and that lead to improved living standards for their people is part of the action to achieve genuine democratic governance in the region.
278. (PERU) The Charter should recognize that democracy is a condition for the full exercise of all human, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights and of the right to development.
279. (PERU) Therefore, it is essential to reiterate the commitment to instruments for the defense and strengthening of democracy, such as the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and to renew the political commitment to its full implementation under the circumstances foreseen in that instrument.
280. (CARICOM) 10. Member States recognize that adherence to democratic principles and the practice of good governance are integral to achieving equitable social development. The rule of law, the effective administration of justice, and the independence and impartiality of the judiciary are pivotal to achieving these goals. 
Corruption

281. (UNITED STATES) Progress can be undermined if a nation does not prevent and penalize corrupt practices that divert resources from social development efforts.  For that reason advancing the commitments of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the UN Convention against Corruption is essential to social development.

282. (MESOAMERICA) Article 26.- Corruption is an evil that does great harm to our societies, undermines the credibility of democratic institutions, stalls economic growth and development, and hampers access to goods and services, especially by the least privileged and most marginalized segments of society.  For that reason, member states have a responsibility to be effective, transparent, and fair in administering all public programs designed gradually to provide individuals and social groups with the support they need to fight poverty and marginalization.

283. (UNITED STATES) Free news media increases public representation and governmental accountability while enabling people to observe and participate in open, transparent decision-making processes that affect their well-being.  

284. (PERU) Corruption and impunity undermine the legitimacy of states and constitute a threat to democratic governance.  Therefore, fighting both those ills, cooperation among states, and promoting access to information and transparency strengthen democratic governance.
Participation


285. (UNITED STATES) An active civil society and empowered local government deepens democratic trends, which promotes both stability and security.   

286. (MESOAMERICA) Article 28.- The Social Charter aims, accordingly, to foster social participation in the oversight and democratic exercise of state authority, by strengthening the information channels and grassroots consultation mechanisms accessible to civil society organizations.

287. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 29- Communities and social movements have the right to become organized into development-oriented integrated networks, so as to strengthen transparent, wide-ranging, and inclusive social dialogue at the local, national, regional, and hemispheric levels as a basic instrument for consolidating the representative and participatory democracy currently in place in our Hemisphere and for building societies in which social justice prevails.
288. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 30.-  Communities and social movements are entitled to protest and to file public petitions, in accordance with national law, through democratic, legal, and peaceful means, in order to assert their rights. 
289. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 31.- Communities and social movements shall share responsibility for the observance of human rights, as protected by the rule of law and social justice. 

290. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 45.- The states shall ensure respect for freedom of expression and information.  The public and private media are essential to a democratic and pluralistic society.

Others

291. (CARICOM)   29. No person shall be deprived of his or her personal liberty or the security of his or her person except by due process of law. 
SURVEILLANCE AND MONITORING MECHANISMS

292. (MESOAMERICA) Article 33.- It is necessary to combine efforts in a systematic and institutionalized way in order to elicit the cooperation of other international agencies in aspects or areas required for implementation of the Social Charter, such as, for instance, the strengthening of mechanisms for timely and appropriate management of the external debt, in accordance with each country’s circumstances.

293. (MESOAMERICA) Article 34.- It is necessary to establish an instrument for gauging progress in the application of legislative, administrative, and other measures in the sphere of economic, social, and cultural rights, bearing in mind that they are gradual processes.

294. (VE-AR-BRA-UR-ECU) 47.- The states pledge to implement and follow up on this Social Charter of the Americas.

PROPOSALS FOR THE PLAN OF ACTION

295. (MESOAMERICA) Article 12.- A basic objective for fulfillment of the Social Charter must be the adoption of a plan of action that fosters the distribution of wealth through national and international measures that respect the sovereignty and economic circumstances of states, in such a way that this Charter is a tool for the integral development of the citizens of the Hemisphere, not a legal and political instrument.

296. (MESOAMERICA) Article 32.- It will be necessary to prepare the Inter-American Program to Foster Social Development and Combat Poverty as a means of implementing the Social Charter of the Americas through a number of instruments aimed at:

a. Focusing OAS cooperation on contributing to the institutional capacity of countries to develop coherent integrated and multi-sectoral programs for fighting poverty and promoting human development, as well as for dealing with natural disaster risk-prevention, mitigation, and response;

b. Generating, through collective actions, OAS responsiveness to the needs of countries faced by problems conducive to insecurity and social instability that pose a threat to the democratic institutional order;

c. Concentrating OAS activities on integral development, in areas in which the Organization has comparative advantages, such as: democratic governance, measures to combat corruption, transparency, public participation, the search for points of consensus and conflict management, the development of partnerships, and the establishment of fora for dialogue and the sharing of experiences; 

d. Pursuing partnership for development policies that boost, among other things, national capabilities and community self-development;

e. Generating or consolidating social policies in the Americas designed to foster equal opportunities through a redistribution of national income based on dialogue and national consultations with all sectors of society;

f. An ongoing search for and adoption of measures that foster an increase in income for all segments of society, by pursuing sound macroeconomic policies, appropriate exchange regimes, prudent management of the public debt, the liberalization and diversification of economies, the enhancement of competitiveness, and prudent fiscal, monetary, and credit policies;

g. Encouraging the exports of the small economies through technical and financial assistance programs aimed at supporting exports from relatively less developed countries and the smaller economies;

h. Fostering social participation in the democratic exercise of state authority, by strengthening information channels and grassroots consultation mechanisms accessible to the different segments in society; and

i. Taking steps to stimulate the participation of citizens not only in the exercise of civil and political rights but also in the enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights.

297. (PERU) The states should promote an American Plan based on the national plans and strategies of each country, in the context of fighting poverty, and take into consideration subregional experiences in this field.  For example, in the Andean Community, the presidents proposed the Integrated Social Development Plan (PIDS), an instrument designed to complement national social policies to reduce poverty, inequity, and exclusion.  The PIDS, approved by Andean Decision 601, is comprised of 20 community projects in six areas: (i) social and labor aspects; (ii) health; (iii) rural development and food security; (iv) education and culture; (v) environment and sustainable development; (vi) social development in border areas.  The PIDS pursues objectives and goals according to an assessment of the degree of fulfillment of commitments undertaken in the context of the Millennium Declaration and the MDGs.

298. (PERU) The Plan of Action should take into account that the goal is to overcome the social justice deficit in several of the Hemisphere’s democratic regimes.  An added value of the present negotiations in terms of multilateral progress–including the Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development, in 1995, and the United Nations Millennium Declaration establishing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)–should be the readjustment of those MDGs to the particular needs and realities of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.
299. (CHILE) The principal actions our country has put into practice in connection with the core principles and ideas outlined in section II could provide food for thought as the Working Group begins pondering the contents of a Social Charter of the Americas and, particularly, a Plan of Action in connection with it. The proposed actions are described below.
1.-
Political Stability and Democratic Governance

· Respect for human rights lies at the very heart of any viable social development model (…).

· Reform and modernize the state to ensure that government institutions can cope with and find high-quality solutions to rapidly shifting social needs (…)
/
· Guarantee the equal exercise of civil rights and public freedoms. The basis for this is a commitment to nondiscrimination in the design and execution of public policies and programs, with particular emphasis on including a gender perspective (…)

· Foster citizen participation in public policies and programs, by establishing effective channels and mechanisms enabling individuals, communities, and organized groups in our societies to get to know, become involved in, and participate in the process of preparing and implementing a host of governmental programs and actions.

· Take initiatives capable of overcoming the political indifference of certain segments of society (especially young people). Encourage strategies designed to stimulate social participation through youth associations, with a variety of types of meeting and forms of expression. Update electoral systems, in order to ensure automatic registration in electoral rolls and voluntary voting.

· To strengthen the practice of citizenship, the public must be given access to existing information on the rights, services, and benefits to which it is entitled, for full enjoyment, on equal terms, of the opportunities and resources placed at its disposal.

· Social, regional, local, and functional groups and organizations should be supported and encouraged to form associations, with a view to contributing to the sustainability of their initiatives and enhancing their capacity and autonomy to develop strategies for managing their capacities and resources.

2.-
Economic Growth with Equity

· (…) pro-equity strategies have to be developed in macroeconomic and public policy management to ensure that economic benefits are extended to the whole population.

· (…)we need to promote the expansion of trade by generating trade agreements, free trade agreements, double taxation agreements, and agreements to promote and protect investment. That must be achieved for all entrepreneurs, so that access to international markets is also available for smaller enterprises.

· Necessary conditions for successful trade integration are responsible economic management and reliable institutions (…)

· Another key factor for social development is prudent fiscal policy combined with a sustainable underlying budget. For that to come about, economic growth, coupled with tax policies, facilitates the generation of additional resources to finance social expenditure.

· Establishing an explicit fiscal policy rule (structural surplus equivalent to a certain percentage of GDP) places a ceiling on the growth of government expenditure based on the performance of structural revenue. That also facilitates the development of countercyclical policies needed for the stability and sustainability of public expenditure on social issues (…)

· We have to step up the pace of investment and of social expenditure on education, health, housing, and new social investment programs for priority groups. We also need to make more efficient and transparent use of those resources.

· We have to foster social agreements on economic development and get entrepreneurs, workers, and governments to sit down and establish common approaches to growth and equity.
· These agreements must result in concrete proposals, aimed at improving unemployment protection systems, developing strategies for the development of pertinent labor skills in circumstances in which labor laws are being made more “flexible,” facilitating access to quality training systems, raising technical and productive capacities, increasing competition in key markets, making the economy more competitive in general, and bringing greater transparency to the handling of public affairs.
· Another important aspect is to develop and expand capacities for increasing productivity. Specifically, that has to do with transferring resources and imparting skills for improving the competitiveness of small productive units, especially those associated with microenterprise initiatives that are not eligible for credit or financial support in conventional capital markets

· At the same time, skills have to be developed and strengthened to improve the conditions needed for the population’s access to labor markets. This objective is achieved through actions to improve employability through reentry into the labor market, encouragement of the use of new technologies, and labor-related education and training

· It is also important to consider allocation of resources to the productive sector, focusing in particular on the development of micro and small enterprises, which generate most of the jobs in our countries but which require state support if they are to raise their productivity and compete in increasingly demanding markets.

3.-
Combating Exclusion and Promoting Social Development

· The ethical and political underpinnings of the government’s response to social demands must translate into the delivery of services in the belief that citizens are entitled to them. This approach entails compiling and stating the set of goals, standards, and systems through which society undertakes to guarantee social, economic, and cultural rights (such as, for example, guaranteed subsidies, health care, education, and so on). It aims to create and consolidate capacities and opportunities for people to increase their well-being, enjoy greater freedom, and influence the decisions that affect them. This will involve putting in place systems, mechanisms, measures, and specific actions to help bring about universal application of this principle.

· The notion of equal opportunity needs to be ratified as the general guiding principle of politics and as part of the overall ethic framework supplementing the rights perspective. The idea behind this egalitarian doctrine is that all may have access to a minimum set of skills, thereby fostering the creation of assets and capital that will definitively put an end to conditions of vulnerability and precariousness.

· We need to implement and develop policies and programs designed to narrow the gaps that persist in various fields and that warrant priority attention by the state. Thus, the emphasis is on promoting equity and dealing with vulnerability, which makes it possible to foster the creation of conditions and redistributive mechanisms which, based on equality of opportunities, apply positive discrimination strategies toward those who lack the conditions needed to achieve autonomous and sustainable fulfillment and who need extra resources for their effective social advancement.

· All citizens should be guaranteed and provided with access to and enjoyment of economic, social, cultural, civil, and political rights (…)  There has to be a system for timely and pertinent provision of services and benefits to meet the needs of every individual and family.

· One important area to work on is updating the formulation of indicators and social information systems (…)

· Social policy must regain its status as a core ingredient for social development (…). Social policy and economic policy therefore need to complement one another.
· (…)is necessary to hold on to and replicate certain social policy experiences that have proved to be successful, and to intervene in determined critical areas, in order to make them more effective.

· For government intervention to have a greater impact in the social sphere, it is necessary to generate strategic alliances between the state, the private business sector, and civil society (nongovernmental organizations, foundations, nonprofit institutions, churches, and so on). This involves developing cooperation strategies, in which the private business sector, private nonprofit organizations engaged in social issues, and citizens themselves join forces to develop proposals and implement policies for resolving problems of common concern.

· It is necessary to move in the direction of establishing formal mechanisms that diminish the discretionality with which authorities decide to open or close opportunities for participation and that generate structures for an ongoing sustained dialogue (…)

· We need to install, apply, and strengthen systems, mechanisms, and practices for evaluating social policies and programs (…)

· To achieve better targeting of government transfers to low-income households, social stratification systems and tools need to be brought up to date, widened, and modernized, in order to ensure the identification, ranking in order of priority, and appropriate selection of the potential beneficiaries of state funds. This characterization of the socioeconomic system must be comprehensive and not just based on lack of income, as we can see from the implementation of A Comprehensive Strategy on Behalf of Families Living in Extreme Poverty (Chilean Solidarity Social Protection System), which was designed and disseminated by Chile’s Ministry of Planning and Cooperation and is currently being executed by the Solidarity and Social Investment Fund (the PUENTE Program).

· We need to take a fresh look at poverty. That condition is not just the sequel to a lack of income (the poverty line). Rather, it is a complex, dynamic, and multidimensional phenomenon, associated with: low monetary income; intergenerational reproduction; scant human and social capital; high vulnerability to unexpected change; lack of opportunities and of skills development; cultural patterns of dependency (subsidiarity); lack of access to support networks; a precarious social environment; and the existence of a hard core of the population living in poverty and requiring new and redoubled efforts to improve their living conditions.

· These protection systems must combine promotion and assistance strategies to tackle extreme poverty, inspired by the principle of solidarity and the integral nature of the efforts undertaken at every level of government and civil society.

· Sets of public programs must be implemented to foster the improvement of social infrastructure and greater quality, equity, and coverage of basic social services (education, health, housing, and social security). In addition, there must be innovation in the provision of government services: an important ingredient when it comes to incorporating new integral intersectoral programs and shaping actions directed at priority groups.

· In health, social protection needs to be extended through universal access with explicit guarantees for all citizens: a mechanism that must support an integral health system based on a set of priority illnesses and health conditions. This system must establish demandable rights to care for a series of priority health conditions. These rights may take the form of explicit guarantees with respect to access, quality, financial protection, and timeliness that both public and private health systems are obliged to provide.

· As for labor laws, current legislation needs to be updated in terms of expanding protection and ensuring observance of worker’s rights and it should be recognized as a factor that expedites productive development. To achieve that, proactive policies are needed to enable labor markets to adjust to the major changes in global production processes, information technology, and the increasing globalization of trade and financial markets (…) Proposals include:  introducing protection systems against unemployment (unemployment insurance); making labor contracts more flexible (to incorporate young people and women); implementing programs that encourage entry into the labor market (incentives for hiring personnel, above all women workers); reform of existing training systems; and more in-depth efforts to equalize the levels of labor skills.

· In education, 12 years of compulsory schooling, free of charge, must be guaranteed (along with progress toward making early childhood education obligatory as well).  We need to promote universal access by expanding school coverage, improving educational infrastructure, improving both the training and remuneration of teachers, modernizing the educational curriculum (with pedagogical innovation), extending school hours, and expanding meals, health, and schoolbook delivery programs. A key goal is to facilitate the access of young people to higher education, either by increasing the number of scholarships or through direct state subsidies. Other issues that need to be addressed include: the “digital divide,” school dropout ratios, adolescent pregnancy, child labor, the need for remedial courses, and so on. To execute these actions, governments must put a Complete Schooling Plan at the center of their development agenda, paying special attention to the neediest segments of society, and allocating the necessary funds in the budget.
· Given the needs of a highly dynamic labor market, we must generate and contribute to the productive development of the country and to better opportunities for personal advancement through the creation of a system of continuing education and training. Accordingly, benchmarks must be set for measuring capacities (labor skills), thereby enabling individuals to have their labor competencies certified, no matter where and how these skills were acquired. This system must be reinforced by the participation of the productive, labor, academic, and government sectors. To this end, it is crucial to promote “technical professional training,” with a view to contributing to the development of broad segments of society by generating conditions for improving the quality, relevance, and coverage of the training, as well as to promote the formation and coordination of technical training networks, through programs for the training and advanced training of technical teachers.  All of these measures must be geared toward steady improvements in the quality of education.
· We must implement a housing policy that will contribute to the construction of supportive, fair-minded urban communities capable of welcoming all of their inhabitants. This would include housing programs for the eradication of squatter settlements; the building of municipal roads; participatory paving; community equipment; and urban parks, as well as the design of planning and participatory instruments designed to bring about harmonious community relations. An important feature of this new housing policy will have to be recognition of the community’s role in improving living standards and the quality of the housing reforms. The state must encourage active participation by the beneficiaries of its policies in this sector, by focusing public resources on the poorest among them (public housing and competition-based funds [fondos concursables] for low-cost housing projects).
· Development of a policy comprising a new approach to and recognition of the indigenous peoples, based on the development of indigenous rights, in terms of their “identity” and “cultural diversity.” We must make progress regarding respect for the rights of the indigenous peoples and move forward in the implementation of integral development programs and the generation of an appropriate institutional system for addressing their problems. Proposals must be made to forge a new relationship between the indigenous peoples and society.

· **Governments must view children and the elderly as priority targets of their public measures.  

· In the case of the former, countries must ensure respect for their rights and contribute to children’s integration and integral development, making them participants in the processes through which their needs are met. This entails incorporating the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child into the actions taken to benefit children and more specifically into government programs, services, and benefits in this area.

· With regard to the second priority target, public sector activity must be coordinated with a view to achieving the well-being of the elderly and their integration into the family and society.  A cultural change must be promoted in the population as a whole, which would translate into better treatment and appreciation of the elderly in our society, and thus improved standards of living for this age group, especially in terms of expanded rights and greater access to health and welfare; physical and social well-being (leading an active life); and participation and integration.

· Access to justice.  The judicial system must provide all citizens with justice on a timely basis, without discrimination(…) 

4.-
Promoting Regional Integration and Cooperation 

· Closer cooperation among countries and between countries and multilateral cooperation agencies is related to areas that can benefit from the external aid received by countries, in the form of both technical assistance and financial support.

· By exchanging views on anti-poverty policies through horizontal cooperation, we can become more familiar with the experiences of different countries.  Thus a multilateral approach may generate greater insight into how best to tackle social issues and therefore yield more and better results.

· Gradual incorporation of the International Covenants and the social summits into the definition of the ethical and political frameworks of public policy. In this regard, the countries that are members of the United Nations and the inter-American system need to sign and ratify the set of international human rights instruments that are currently in force.

· We must strengthen United Nations initiatives to establish a broad development program that has served as a basis for the design and promotion of a global development agenda. Important milestones were the impetus given to the World Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995) and the participation in and active commitment to the Development Goals adopted at the Millennium Summit (2000). Our countries have heeded the appeal of the United Nations Secretary-General to take concrete action to achieve these goals and targets. Progress reports on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals were presented at the United Nations Summit in September 2005 and, in Chile’s case, we included a set of additional indicators. This and other similar actions can be especially useful in learning about experiences and best practices in the member states.

· As concerns individual countries, their reports on the Millennium Development Goals will help strengthen the commitment of their political leaders and mobilize civil society, communities, the public at large, and the media. They will also help provide systematic and clear-cut follow-up to the world conferences and summits of the 1990s.  Moreover, assistance given for the periodic submission of these progress reports will constitute an important United Nations contribution to the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, at a time when the world as a whole is hoping that the UN will regain its dynamism.

· Chile recognizes the need to increase development resources and considers that the Monterrey Consensus (2002) affords a framework for addressing this topic, which includes areas of national responsibility, good governance, trade liberalization, and private sector involvement. Noteworthy in this regard is the “Initiative against Hunger and Poverty” (cosponsored by Brazil, Chile, France, and Spain - New York, September 20, 2004), as an effort to seek new financing mechanisms to combat poverty.

· At the hemispheric level, our countries must ensure that the Summits of the Americas focus on social development and the struggle against poverty through the creation of decent jobs, as part of a harmonious whole that also includes economic growth with equity and the strengthening of democratic governance.

· We must play an active role in the initiatives of the ministerial meetings and the inter-American committees that design the sectoral agendas for the Americas, in particular those carried out in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development of the OAS, whose activities must be strengthened.   In this context, appropriate instruments are needed to cope with natural disasters in the areas of prevention, management, and reconstruction, on the basis of inter-American solidarity.
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