2


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-186/05



2 December 2005


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY

ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
[Federación Nacional de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas- AFROAMERICA XXI]

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FEDERACIÓN NACIONAL DE ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES PARA EL DESARROLLO DE LAS COMUNIDADES AFROCOLOMBIANAS (AFROAMERICA XXI)
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide information on Federación Nacional de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas “AFROAMERICA XXI”.

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by Federación Nacional de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas “AFROAMERICA XXI” pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities." 

1.
Background


The Federación Nacional de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas (AFROAMERICA XXI) is described as a regional not-for-profit organization, founded in 1995.  It originated in the Poverty Alleviation Program for Minority Communities initiated by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) with Canadian government financing. Its head office is in Cali, Colombia. 


AFROAMERICA XX is active in the following areas:  human rights, education, democracy, racism, poverty, culture, and social and economic development.  It pursues its objectives through an educational program that takes into account the history of Colombians of African descent, the establishment of an information network among grassroots Afro-Colombian organizations, the generation of new business enterprises, the creation of business leaders, and promotion of government policies on behalf of Afro-Colombians.

AFROAMERICA XXI has over 90 member organizations geared to the achievement of its goals.  It also works with grassroots/community organizations, academics, universities, government representatives of African descent, and organizations working in the field of the human rights of populations of African descent in Latin America and the Caribbean.  It has participated in the activities of multilateral organizations, such as the OAS and the IDB.


AFROAMERICA XXI has received financial support from the National Endowment for Democracy, monthly contributions from members of the organization, and the Mayor’s Office in Cali. It also finances some of its activities through productive projects.


AFROAMERICA XXI submitted its application on April 4, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of the Organization:
Federación Nacional de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades Afrocolombianas “AFROAMERICA XXI”
Address:


Calle 11 # 3-67 Edificio Sierra 1006





Cali, Colombia

Telephones:   


(572) 885 4776

Fax:



(572) 441 8898 

Internet site:
 

www.afroamerica21.org

E-mail address:


 HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 
aa21international@yahoo.com





afrocolombia@yahoo.es

Executive Director 

Orlando Quiñones

Director of International

Relations:


Elvia Duque

Date established: 

January 16, 2004

3.
Primary areas of activity of CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The main objective pursued by AFROAMERICA XXI is equitable participation by all human beings in economic, social, and cultural life, with a special emphasis on persons of African descent living in the region. AFROAMERICA XXI participates in the fight against discrimination and racism and its areas of activity relate to those of the OAS as follows:

· It promotes the formulation of public policies that guarantee equitable participation by Afro-Colombians in the social programs run by the State in accordance with the Constitution. 

· It carries out activities designed to strengthen the grassroots organizations of Afro-Colombian communities that have weakened or suffer from lack of cohesion among the organizations, or else lack mechanisms for community-government dialogue, or in which there is scant participation by Afro-Colombian communities. 

· It promotes democratic governance in the countries of the region by implementing participation mechanisms for Afro-Latin American communities. 

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
AFROAMERICA XXI considers that by participating in OAS activities it may help to consolidate the human rights of persons of African descent and their participation in decision-making by:

· Developing procedures for training, monitoring, and structuring Afro-Colombian community organizations and providing them with the tools they need to move toward participatory and democratic development.

· Forming Afro-Colombian leaders with political potential to receive training on the needs of their communities.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
AFROAMERICA XXI offers to work with the OAS in several areas, because over 150 million persons of African descent constitute an ethnic group that endures exclusion and marginalization. AFROAMERICA XXI will support the efforts of the OAS by:

· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with a view to ensuring compliance with international agreements and treaties and defense of human rights.

· Promoting the participation of members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in training and skills-building programs for human rights activists in Latin America and the Caribbean.
· Supporting the work of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the OAS Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

· Supporting the strengthening of the Special Rapporteurship for Persons of African Descent.

· Supporting the work of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and participating in the various activities fostering communication and mutual sharing of experience of the different nongovernmental organizations. 

· Participating and following-up on General Assembly and Summits of the Americas resolutions, fostering recognition of the importance of the Summit and its mandates among nongovernmental organizations. 

6.
Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated April 4, 2005

· Articles of Constitution

· Bylaws

· Annual Report

· Financial Report

· Institutional mission statement
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