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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE AIDS RESPONSIBILITY PROJECT (ARP) IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES 


This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States with information on AIDS Responsibility Project (ARP) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by the AIDS Responsibility Project (ARP), in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.

1.
Background

The AIDS Responsibility Project (ARP) is a not-for-profit organization incorporated in 2003, in the District of Columbia, United States of America, in order to educate key policy makers and the general public on the unique needs of underserved HIV/AIDS-affected populations and to develop strategies and solutions to overcome barriers to treatment.


To meet these goals the ARP carries out public education campaigns, disseminates information, builds strategic partnerships among non-governmental organizations (NGOs), governments, and the private sector, and organizes delegations to visit various regions of the world affected by HIV/AIDS.

The ARP has conducted joint acitivities with the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), AVE de Mexico, Futures Group/POLICY Project, the Marlo Group, Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), AIDS Action, Daimler Chrysler, Baker and Daniels/Sagamore, the Dutko Group, and Pfizer.

The ARP funds its operations through grant contributions from government, corporations and businesses, foundations, and non-profit organizations.  Corporate/business grants are the largest contributor to ARP.

The ARP submitted its application on July 28, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:


AIDS Responsibility Project (ARP)
Address:

1710 Crisler Way



Los Angeles, California 90069



United States of America
Telephone:

(310) 779-3482
Fax:


(202) 462-9707
E-mail address:

abner@aidsresponsibility.org
Web page:

www.aidsresponsibility.org
Executive Director:
Abner Mason
Date established:
2003
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The ARP works to educate key policy makers and the general public to the needs of HIV/AIDS-affected populations, to develop cooperative relationships and partnerships between government officials, agencies and policy-makers, civil society organizations, the private sector, and patients.  The ARP is involved in the following activities that are related to the activities of the OAS:
· Conduct research to inform the public, CSOs, government agents, and the private sector of issues related to a major health concern in the Hemisphere and related health inequities and challenges; 
· Disseminate AIDS/HIV-related research and information to the public;
· Promote responsible corporate policies and practices to confront social issues;
· Foster partnerships between civil society, the private sector, and government in order to coordinate efforts in funding and implementing programs;
· Develop programs and initiatives to address major health issues, particularly with regard to improving access to health treatment for underserved populations; and
· Investigate and address issues related to the labor rights of workers that suffer from inequalities due to health status. 
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The ARP undertakes activities to educate and build partnerships between civil society organizations, the general public, members of government and the private sector. In this regard, the following activities of the ARP could be of interest to the OAS:
· Design and implement HIV/AIDS Stigma Reducation Program in Latin America and the Caribbean, in partnership with CSOs, multinational corporations in the region, and governments in order to foster corporate policies and practices that will reduce HIV/AIDS stigma in the national workplace;
· Carry-out research in Latin American by hosting a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) to design and implement appropriate HIV/AIDS programs;
· Advocate domestic policies for increased research and development to confront health inequities related to HIV/AIDS among underserved populations;
· Promote dialogue among civil society, the private sector, and various levels of government regarding HIV/AIDS issues; and
· Disseminate information on HIV/AIDS through video communications, reports, news media, and the internet.
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Through its activities, the ARP promotes education on HIV/AIDS and attempts to confront this epidemic through building cooperative relationships between different sectors of society.  The following areas have been identified in which it can cooperate with the OAS:
· Promote dialogue among civil society organizations, the private sector, and government on labor and health issues within the framework of the Summits of the Americas; 
· Contribute to the dialogue towards the Summits of the Americas through participation in civil society forums and meetings, such as the Meetings of Ministers of Health and the Environment with Civil Society;
· Monitor the implementation of Summit Mandates dealing with HIV/AIDS, health, labor, and education;
· Provide expertise and experience on building cooperative partnerships between civil society, government, and the private sector to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI);
· Provide support to the HIV/AIDS Unit of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) in developing research on HIV/AIDS drugs and implementing programs to address stigma due to HIV/AIDS in the workplace, disseminating information, and building partnerships with civil society and the private sector; and
· Support continuing OAS initiatives of the Inter-American Labour System through the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST), particularly with regard to partnerships among social, private, and government sectors, and coordinating the development and implementation of labor practices and programs that protect workers with HIV/AIDS from discrimination.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated July 28, 2005
· Notarized Certificate of Incorporation and Articles of Incorporation
· Bylaws
· Consolidated financial statements for 2004 (Not audited)
· Annual report for 2003
· Overview of Programs and Goals for 2004
· The names of the Board of Directors
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