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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE ASOCIACION CIVIL VENEZOLANOS DEL MUNDO

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization, Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo.


It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background


Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo is a not-for-profit organization, which originated with the Consejo Nacional de Venezolanos de Origen Europeo (CONVOE).  It was founded in 2003 for the purpose of linking and organizing the members of Venezuelan communities abroad, encouraging their participation in the different spheres of Venezuelan public life, and promoting a climate of peace and security that would enable Venezuela to develop and strengthen its economic and financial system.

Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo is engaged in social development, training, research, and dissemination projects in the areas of economic growth, promotion of alternative mechanisms for resolving conflicts among citizens, assistance and advisory services for poor communities, and promotion of institution-building initiatives.

The Headquarters of Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo is in Caracas, Venezuela.  It also has associates in Italy, Portugal, and Canada.  The Association’s social development, training, research, and dissemination activities are carried out in various regions of Venezuela, but principally in the Municipality of Baruta in the State of Miranda, the Santa Cruz del Este community, and replicated in the headquarters of other organizations that cooperate with the Association at the national level.
Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo receives revenue from its associates through projects financed by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Government of Canada, the Government of Finland, and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED).

Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo submitted its application on March 11, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo

Address of head office:

Urbanización Los Ruices, Calle Los Laboratorios
Torre Beta, Piso 4, Oficina 404




Caracas, Venezuela.

Telephone:


58-212 238 6350

Fax:



58-212-985-6562

E-mail address:


cetinoco@hotmail.com

Website:


http://www.venezolanosdelmundo.org

Principal Director

Francesco Castiglione

Date established: 

January 29, 2003

3.
Primary areas of activity of CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective pursued by Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo is to carry out social development, training, research, and dissemination projects in the field of economic growth; to promote peaceful alternative solutions to conflicts among citizens; to advise and provide technical assistance to poor communities; and to promote institution-building initiatives.  The Association has also organized forums on how to live without violence and workshops on alternative conflict resolution mechanisms, community leadership, community journalism, training for microentrepreneurs, and self-management.


The activities of Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo and their links to those of the OAS involve:

· Fostering social development by carrying out partnership for development projects.

· Promoting countries’ economic growth through training, dissemination, and research into topics related to trade and integration.

· Fostering the design and implementation of mechanisms for dialogue, prevention, and conflict resolution.

· Promoting modernization, institution-building, and democratic processes in OAS member states.

· Fostering education by providing training courses to facilitate access to information technologies.

· Boosting the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, particularly in the fields of human rights, sustainable development and the environment, and citizen participation.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo considers that its participation in OAS activities could help promote sustainable development, democracy, and education in Venezuela.  Contributions that might of interest to the OAS include:

· The execution of projects, awareness campaigns, forums, and workshops on alternative conflict resolution mechanisms.

· Organization of forums and presentations on social development-related topics and projects.

· Developing education programs in schools to facilitate access by boys and girls to information technologies.

· Execution of projects designed to broaden citizen participation in poverty reduction projects.

· Development of projects aiming to train leaders for democracy in community environments, specifically by training them to draw up agendas that can have an impact on their legislative bodies.

5.
OAS work areas to which CSO can provide support

Asociación Civil Venezolanos del Mundo links and organizes Venezuelans living abroad or of foreign origin, in order to contribute to the stability and economic growth of Venezuela and the region.


This CSO will support OAS activities in the following areas:

· Taking part in conferences, seminars, and meetings sponsored by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), with a view to disseminating information and promoting the protection of human rights.
· Participating in the Summits of the Americas Process by broadening debate and putting forward proposals for sustainable development and the environment, citizen participation, and human rights.

· Providing advice and exchanging information with the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) of the OAS General Secretariat on the subject of nonviolent conflict resolution.  Supporting the promotion of programs to strengthen democracy, transparency, and good governance.

· Working with the Office of Education, Science, and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to promote and implement educational programs designed to provide greater access to technology.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated March 11, 2004.

· Articles of Constitution

· By-laws and description of sources of funding (Title II, Article 5)

· Institutional mission statement

· Institutional Objectives

· Financial statements for the period ended on October 31, 2004 (audited by Chartered Accountant Salvador Frazzetta, C.P.C. No. 34,407)

· Leaflet: Una Aproximación a los Medios Alternativos de Resolución de Conflictos, auspiciado por Venezuela [An Approach to Alternative Means of Conflict Resolution, sponsored by Venezuela: Iniciativa para la Construcción de Confianza and the Canadian embassy in Venezuela. 

· Leaflet entitled Medios Alternativos de Resolución de Conflictos Comunitarios [Alternative Means of Resolving Community Conflicts], sponsored by Venezuela: Iniciativa para la Construcción de Confianza.
· Poster on alternative means of conflict resolution, sponsored by Venezuela: Iniciativa para la Construcción de Confianza and the Canadian embassy in Venezuela.

· Description of the project entitled “Mecanismos de Resolución Alternativa de Conflictos: Herramientas para el Diálogo Social, Desarme y Prevención de la Violencia Cotidiana en Venezuela [Alternative Conflict Resolution Mechanisms: Tools for Social Dialogue, Disarmament, and Prevention of Daily Violence in Venezuela], January 2005, sponsored by the Canadian embassy in Venezuela.

· Booklet entitled Manual de Conciliación [Reconciliation Handbook], sponsored by Venezuela: Iniciativa para la Construcción de Confianza and the Canadian embassy in Venezuela.
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