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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE FORO DE ESTUDIOS SOBRE LA ADMINISTRACION DE JUSTICIA (FORES)
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization, Foro de Estudios sobre la Administración de Justicia (FORES).

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by FORES pursuant to resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

1.
Background


FORES is a nonprofit civil society association founded in October 1976 to enhance the administration of justice in Argentina and elsewhere in Latin America.  It focuses primarily on institution-building, better judicial management, training for judges and attorneys, access to the courts and the crafting of public policy.

FORES’ mission is to improve the judicial system in Argentina and elsewhere in Latin America by promoting comprehensive judicial reform.  It also seeks to be a voice in shaping public policy on this subject, all for the sake of an efficient and transparent justice system that works for the people.  Thus, its work ties in with civil society’s involvement in programs related to the rule of law.

FORES is headquartered in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and is run by an Executive Board, a Secretariat that serves the Executive Board, and an Accounts Oversight Committee. FORES’ funds come from honorary donors – the law firm of Cárdenas, Cassagne & Asociados; the law firm of Fornieles & del Carril; and the law firm of Lynch & Asociados-; donor sponsors - Allende & Brea law firm; Baker & McKenzie; Beccar Varela; Bulló, Tassi, Estebenet, Lipera, Torassa & Asociados; Bruchou, Fernández Madero, Lombardi & Mitrani; Bazán, Cambré & Orts; Durrieu; ESSO S.A. Petrolera Argentina; Hope, Duggan & Silva law firm; KPMG Finsterbusch Pickenhayn Sibille; the law firm of Marval, O'Farrel & Maizal; PECOM Energía S.A.; PETROBRAS; Price Waterhouse; Jurídico Fiscal S.A. (Price Waterhouse Coopers); the law firm of Severgnini, Robiola, Grinberg & Larrechea; the law firm of Solanet, Moreno Hueyo & Di Paola; and Drs. O'Farrell law firm-, donor protectors -Dr. Ernesto O'Farrell; Dr. Martín Recondo; the law firm of Alvarez Fernández Madero & Asociados; the Brons & Salas law firm; the Clariá & Trevisán law firm; the firm of Curutchet & Odriozola; the law firm of Dr. Héctor Alegría; the Labanca law firm; Lascano Quintana law firm; the law firm of Linares, De Jesús & Rino; the law firm of Maciel, Norman & Asociados; Mazzinghi law firm; Mesri & Asociados law firm; the law firm of Petersen & Zapiola Guerrico; Rossi Camilion law firm; and the Héctor Trevisan law firm; and associate donors - Dr. Gustavo de Jesús; Dr. Juan Esteban Fernández; Dr. Gustavo Gallo; Dr. Marcelo Gobbi; Dr. Marcelo E. Martín (h); Dr. Enrique Morad; Dr. Eduardo Oderigo; Dr. Carlos Oteiza Aguirre; Dr. Juan Marcos Pueyrredón; Dr. Matías Sporleder; Dr. Emilio Vogelius; and Dr. Gustavo Zaputovich.


FORES applied for registration with the OAS on March 28, 2005.

2.
Name, address and date established
Name:


Foro de Estudios sobre la Administración de Justicia (FORES)
Address:

Arenales 1132, No. 1
C1061AAJ




Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone:

54-11-4815-6655

Fax:


54-11-4815-6655

E-mail address:

info@foresjusticia.org.ar

Web site:

http://www.foresjusticia.org.ar 

Director:

Álvaro Casalins
Date established: 
October 22, 1976

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

Since its founding, FORES has worked on institution-building –with particular emphasis on the institutions in Argentina’s judicial system– and on the efficacy of the rule of law.  As these are also areas that OAS activities target, recommendations will be made on how best to achieve these objectives and support the work that those activities carry out.

The primary areas of FORES’ activity and their relationship to OAS activities are as follows:

· Conducting theoretical studies and building a movement interested in the justice problem and its resolution.
· Promoting democracy and protection of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

· Promoting and strengthening the protection of human rights in the countries of the Americas.
· Putting together projects to strengthen justice systems in every respect and with lasting effects.

· Strengthening citizen participation in issues related to justice and the rule of law, particularly within the framework of the Summits of the Americas.
· Promoting horizontal cooperation and information sharing among the member states on the subject of judicial reform.
· Helping to craft public policy so that it enhances the administration of justice in the Americas.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FORES believes that its participation in OAS activities could help to improve the justice system in Argentina and Latin America.  It also seeks to be a voice in shaping public policy on this subject, for the sake of a more efficient and transparent justice system that serves the people.  The following are among the contributions that FORES could make that may be of interest to the OAS: 

· Conducting courses, seminars and refresher sessions in the various areas of law and on such topics as security and decentralization.
· Preparing studies on transparency in the criminal justice system, access to information in the court system, and confidence in the system of justice.

· Publishing studies and analyses in specialized journals, on such issues as administration of justice, globalization and political situations.

· Implementing technical assistance projects to increase public impact and citizen participation in matters related to judicial management.

5.
OAS work areas to which CSO can provide support

FORES’ work centers on the judicial and juridical system in general.  However, it is also active in such other areas as the design of policies in public management, strategic planning, human resources, financial administration, quality-control systems, auditing and information, data processing and the incorporation of information technologies and communication, infrastructure, jurisdictional units and support units, legislation, regulations and manuals of procedure.
Therefore, FORES could support the work of the OAS by:

· Assisting the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in crafting and implementing projects geared toward strengthening the member states’ judicial systems and improving citizen participation.

· Participating in the courses and workshops organized by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) and the Office of International Legal Affairs of the OAS Department of Legal Affairs and Services, to foster an exchange of ideas and contribute to an open dialogue about issues in international law.

· Assisting the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs of the OAS Department of Legal Affairs and Services with implementation and follow-up of the mandates from the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.

· Participating in the open discussions that the Summits of the Americas hold on matters related to citizen participation, justice systems, strengthening the rule of law, and security.
· Making its publications, studies and research available to the Office of the Legal Advisor to the Secretary General and to the Department of International Legal Affairs.

6.
Documents submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated March 28, 2005
· Copy of the Notary Protocol for the Amendment of the Statute and Bylaws of FORES
· Certification of work accomplished, dated January 2, 2005

· Report and accounting statements as of December 31, 2003 (audited by Juan Bernardo Chayer. C. P. C. E. C. A. B. A. T 279-F 138)

· List of donations in 2004
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