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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE FUNDACIÓN MOMENTO DE LA GENTE 
This document was prepared by the Summit of the Americas Secretariat to provide information to the member states of the Organization of the American States on the civil society organization Fundación Momento de la Gente [People’s Time Foundation].

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the “Guidelines for the Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”
1.
Background

The Fundación Momento de la Gente is a non-profit civil association, founded in 1999 to promote the civic rights of the citizenry, stimulate collaboration between society and government to improve government institutions, and foster processes to strengthen democracy.  Its headquarters is in Caracas, Venezuela.

The Fundación Momento de la Gente conducts its activities under three thematic lines, which include institutional capacity building, efficient and transparent public administration, and education and public participation.  Thus, it carries out its objectives through publications and the dissemination of reports, participation as observers in electoral processes, helping in drawing up public policies, and conducting media campaigns.  Likewise, it promotes conferences and meetings with other international organizations and with government officials for the purpose of promoting democracy and establishing the groundwork for deepening democratic processes.

The Fundación Momento de la Gente has provided support to lawmakers of the National Assembly of Venezuela in the process of drafting laws and it has received financial support from the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and the National Democratic Institute (NDI). Furthermore, this foundation benefits from volunteer work to reach its objectives. 


The Fundación Momento de la Gente requested registration in the OAS on August 10, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of the Organization:
Fundación Momento de la Gente
Address:


Centro Profesional Sta. Paula, Torre B, 8th floor, Office 804





Av. Circunvalación del Sol, Santa Paula, Caracas 1061





Venezuela

Phones:



58 212 985 2238 // 58 212 985 2238

Fax:



58 212 985 6562 

Website:


www.momentodelagente.org.ve

E-mail address:


gente@momentodelagente.org.ve

Chair:



Cira Romero Barboza
Date of establishment:

June 29, 1999

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The main objective of the Fundación Momento de la Gente is to promote civic participation in public policymaking and institutional capacity building so that democracy may be fairer, more representative, and more transparent.  This objective is achieved by courses of action for society, advisory services, civic education programs, projects that facilitate communication ties between society and local, municipal, and national governments, the drafting of reports that examine the legislative branch and promote laws that build up democratic processes.  In this regard, the working areas of the Fundación Momento de la Gente are related to OAS activities in the following:
· Drawing up reports on the consolidation of democracy in Venezuela, public participation, achievements and challenges in establishing networks between the government and civil society and building up electoral processes in the country.
· Promoting the full exercise of civic and civil rights of citizenry that stimulate public political participation in the decision-making process and carrying out campaigns to promote civil education in the Americas to strengthen democracy.
· Exchanging statistical information on democracy, in the area of electoral laws, civil participation, and institutionalization of democratic values.
· Participating in working groups, conferences, and seminars along with the academic community and other civil society organizations to promote citizen rights and stimulate dialogue among players on best practices for democratization.
· Conducting a follow-up on the agreements and mandates referring to the promotion of democracy and increasing public participation in democratic processes.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The Fundación Momento de la Gente deems that, with its participation in OAS activities, it can contribute to strengthening democracy and promoting civil rights and public participation in democratic processes.  This foundation offers to contact the governments of member states to participate in discussing and drawing up public policies and bills that promote the consolidation of democracy.  Likewise, the Fundación Momento de la Gente can contribute to the OAS in the following:

· Presenting research and reports on electoral processes, government institutional capacity building, civil rights, civic education, and public participation.
· Assistance in drawing up agreements and policies that develop civic and civil rights.
· Follow-up of the mandates to extend democratic processes and promote the rights needed to secure free, representative, and efficient democracy.
· Seminars, courses, and workshops in the areas of political leadership and voting that teach citizens how they can exercise their rights.
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
The Fundación Momento de la Gente offers to support the strengthening of ties between the OAS as an international organization, local government, and civil society to promote democracy in the Americas.  The Fundación Momento de la Gente shall support OAS activities as follows:

· Supporting the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) in developing the Training Program for Democratic Leaders (CALIDEM) and other courses and programs that promote the strengthening of democracy, political leadership, and democratic citizenship.
· Collaborate with the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) to conduct Electoral Observation Missions (EOM). Likewise, the Foundation can provide this office with information and statistics to enrich the Inter-American Electoral Technology Network (RITE), which is a tool to learn about democratic processes in the countries of the Americas and to be used in comparative studies that examine the development of democracy in the countries of the Americas. 
· Supporting the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) to achieve the objectives of the Program to Support the Strengthening of Legislative Institutions (PAFIL), whose purpose is to promote inter-parliamentary dialogue and modernize legislative institutions. 
· Collaborate with the Office for the Promotion of Democracy (OPD) of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs (DDPA) in the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Governance and Citizen Participation (RIAD) for the purpose of building up the technical capacity of municipalities and promoting public participation.
6.
Documentation submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, dated August 10, 2004
· Charter
· Bylaws
· Annual report of activities for 2003-2004

· Institutional Mission Statement
· Financial report for 2003 (audited by Feijóo & Asociados, Certified Accountants)
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