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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK OF ACADEMIES OF SCIENCES (IANAS)

This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization Red Interamericana de Academias de Ciencias (Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences - IANAS).
It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.
1.
Background


Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS) is a nonprofit organization linking the region’s academies of science in order to foster scientific research as a tool for the development of new technologies that will enable the countries of the Americas to boost their economic growth and social development.  IANAS was established in Santiago, Chile, in 2004.


IANAS pursues its objectives through information sharing among the academies affiliated to it, in seminars, courses, and via its website. It also engages in programs fostering scientific education in schools and a program aimed at solving water shortages in the Americas. 


The following are members of IANAS: The Royal Society of Canada; the United States National Academy of Sciences; the Academy of Sciences of the Dominican Republic; the National Academy of Sciences of Costa Rica;  Guatemala’s Academy of Medical, Physical, and Natural Sciences; Venezuela’s Academy of Physical, Mathematical, and Natural Sciences; the Colombian Academy of Exact, Physical, and Natural Sciences; the Brazilian Academy of Sciences; Peru’s National Academy of Sciences; the National Academy of Sciences of Bolivia; the Chilean Academy of Sciences; Argentina’s National Academy of Exact, Physical, and Natural Sciences; the Latin-American Academy of Sciences; the Caribbean Academy of Sciences; and the Caribbean Scientific Union.


IANAS is financed by the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) and  Inter-American Panels (IAP). 


It filed its application with the OAS on September 24, 2004.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences 

[Red Interamericana de Academias de Ciencias/Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences]
Address of head office:

Rua Anfilófio de Carvalho, 29/3( andar





Rio de Janeiro – RJ – Brazil 





CEP 20030-060

Telephone:


55-21-3212-2420

Fax:



55-21-3212-2421

E-mail address:


ianas@abc.org.br 




hchaimo@iq.usp.br

Website:


http://www.ianas.com/

Co-chairs:


Hernan Chaimovich – Brazilian Academy of Sciences





Howard Alper – Royal Society of Canada 

Date established: 

May 2004

3.
Primary areas of activity of CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The chief purpose of IANAS is to foster scientific research and the use of technology in national economic growth and development projects.  It focuses on two areas: Scientific education and water. In the former, it seeks to promote scientific knowledge and research in schools and other educational establishments. The water program involves activities aimed at avoiding water shortages in the Americas in the 21st Century.  IANAS can contribute to the work of the OAS by:

· Helping to follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas related to science and technology.

· Participating in the design and implementation of programs that encourage scientific research in any field. 

· Fostering research into sustainable development, education, health, natural disaster management, and telecommunications.

· Publishing research findings that might be useful for public policy decision-making.

4.
IANAS contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

By participating in OAS activities, IANAS may contribute to the design and implementation of plans and projects in scientific education and research, technological cooperation, and other areas in which project implementation is based on scientific criteria.  It may also carry out the following activities:
· The establishment of forums to discuss development research methodologies.

· Dissemination, through its website, of education materials on science and technology.

· Preparation of reports on the relevance of new technologies for sustainable economic development in the Americas.

· The design and implementation of projects and programs promoting the development of scientific research in academic establishments in the Americas.

· Encouragement of scientific research through competitions and awards, supported by academies of science in the Americas, universities, research institutes, and the governments of the member states.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
IANAS seeks to promote scientific research and the application of its findings in public policies that further the economic and social development of the Americas.  This Network offers to work together with the OAS on the specific programs aimed at encouraging research in the academic establishments of the Hemisphere and programs geared to basing policies on scientific criteria.  IANAS will support OAS activities in the following areas:
· Providing technical assistance to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in implementing the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development and horizontal cooperation projects.

· Helping the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to monitor the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima on the development of science and technology in the Americas.

· Working with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology and the Institute for Interconnectivity in the Americas on implementation of access and connectivity projects and hemispheric education projects fostering the exchange of information, the introduction of new technologies in the Americas, and the implementation of research programs in educational systems.

· Contributing, together with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology, to projects that promote horizontal cooperation in the field of scientific research.

· Putting forward suggestions regarding ways to develop science, technology, and scientific education programs at the meetings of ministers of education in preparation for the Summits of the Americas.

· Advising the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS on the design of social development and poverty reduction programs based on scientific criteria.

· Helping the Office of Sustainable Development and Environment of SEDI to design and implement water management and conservation projects and with the Renewable Energy in the Americas (REIA) Initiative.

· Supporting the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) in implementing and following up on the Declaration of Quito for the development of telecommunications in rural areas.

· Disseminating, together with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), educational material on scientific research and writing, as well as exchanging information on scientific research techniques and scientific progress in the field of health.


· Providing information on environmental phenomena to the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and participating in rural development projects using new technology. 

· Working with the Inter-American Committee for Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) on executing the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management and Disaster Response (IASP).

6. 
Documents submitted by IANAS 

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated September 24, 2004.

· Summary of the inaugural meeting of IANAS, held on May 5 to 7, 2004 (in English)

· Statute (in English)

· IANAS Newsletter, September 2004.
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