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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS (AMERICAN SECTION) IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES 


This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States with information on the World Jewish Congress (American Section) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by the World Jewish Congress (American Section), in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.
1.
Background

The World Jewish Congress – American Section (WJC) is a not-for-profit organization established in the United States of America in 1950.  It’s head office is located in New York, New York. It is an affiliate of the WJC. .  The WJC is headquartered in New York, USA, with regional affialiates in Brussels, Buenos Aires, Geneva, Jeruselam, Johannesburg, London, Moscow, Paris, Sydney, and Toronto.

The WJC is a voluntary association of representative Jewish communities, bodies, and organizations throughout the United States of America.  It is organized to support the aims of the WJC to foster the unity of the Jewish people, to strive for the fulfillment of its aspirations, and to ensure the continuity and development of its religious, spiritual, cultural and social heritage.

The WJC is involved in activities and initiatives in the following subject areas: interfaith relations, human rights, welfare, poverty, civil society and social development, education, culture, human rights, racism and specifically anti-Semitism, terrorism, and regional integration

The WJC pursues its objectives through organizing national and international conferences and forums, conducting meetings with different levels of government, carrying-out public meetings with community leaders and organizations, developing written policy recommendations and resolutions to influence international human rights policies, carrying out education campaigns, and disseminating information. The WJC meets regularly with the American Jewish Committee, American Jewish Congress, Anti-Defamation League, B’nai B’rith International, Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, in addition to other major religious, women’s and Zionist organizations.

The WJC is publicly supported through donations, fundraising and estates and does not receive any government funding.

The WJC applied for registration with the OAS on April 14, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:


World Jewish Congress (American Section)
Address:

501 Madison Avenue



New York, New York 10022



United States of America
Telephone:

212-755-5770
Fax:


212-755-5883
E-mail:


sfranklin@wjcmail.org
Website:

www.worldjewishcongress.org
Executive Director:
Mr. Shai Franklin
Date established:
1950
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The primary role and function of the WJC is to promote human rights via the integration of Jewish organizations, dissemination of information to the Jewish community and various international, academic, cultural, and youth programs.  The activities that it undertakes and that are related to the activities of the OAS include the following:
· Directing attention toward and disseminating information to civil society on human rights and racism;
· Encouraging the implementation of international obligations and respect for international standards on human rights;
· Strengthening regional human rights systems by fostering dialogue and debate among various social sectors on human rights issues;
· Fostering interfaith understanding and promoting respect for fundamental human rights related to freedom of religion, and freedom from discrimination due to religion; 
· Facilitating and promoting the incorporation of civil society’s perspectives and concerns to regional, Hemispheric and global discussions and negotiations on promoting tolerance and anti-racism; and
· Promoting awareness and prioritizing issues of concern to civil society in the international community.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The WJC promotes the needs and concerns of Jewish people in the USA regionally, nationally, and internationally.  Activities carried out by this organization that can contribute to the OAS include the following:
· Meeting regularly with officials responsible for US policy towards the United Nations (UN), the Organization of American States (OAS), and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in consultation with the United States of America State Department’s Office of Holocaust Issues and other agencies;

· Planning and coordinating regional, national and international meetings and conferences in which Jewish civil society organizations engage with the diplomatic community on strategies for combating international anti-Semitism;
· Participating in meetings and assemblies of the OAS, the OSCE, and the UN;
· Coordinating international campaigns to fight anti-Semitism, impact upon international policy, and generate coordinated international response to anti-Semitism; 

· Researching and writing policy papers on promoting policies and practices based upon human rights, anti-racism and anti-Semitism;

· Disseminating educational materials to develop awareness on human rights, racism and anti-Semitism;
· Engaging in disussions at national, regional and international levels to ensure Jewish peoples’ access to justice, education, and social services; and
· Developing consensus among Jewish civil society organizations in order to forward the needs and desires of the Jewish community at regional, national and international levels.
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The WJC works to promote the needs and interests of American Jewry at domestic and international levels, and contributes to the development of international and domestic policy on human rights and anti-Semitism.  The following areas have been identified as those in which this organization can cooperate with the OAS:
· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights (IACHR) regarding the implementation of international obligations at the national level on inter-American human rights and anti-racism treaties;
· Participate in civil society forums and meetings in preparation for the Summits of the Americas in promoting and prioritizing recommendations around human rights, anti-racism, and anti-Semitism;

· Contribute to the labors of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council of the OAS;
· Contribute to the Virtual Forum on Cultural Diversity in the Hemisphere established by the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) to incorporate a Jewish cultural perspective;
· Participate in the Virtual Dialogue with civil society organizations of the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST) in the planning of educational policies and strategies that promote human rights, anti-racism, and anti-Semitism, and the observation, follow-up and assessment of derived initiatives; and
· Cooperate in following up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas concerning human rights and racism.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated April 14, 2005
· Constitution
· By-Laws
· Financial statement for 2003 (audited by Loeb & Troper)
· Annual report for Winter 2004-2005
· Report on Activities (September 2005)
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