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MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS TO SHARE EXPERIENCES ON HOW INTER-AMERICAN LAW IS ADDRESSED IN DIPLOMATIC ACADEMIES AND OTHER TRAINING CENTERS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS
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AGENDA
/
Introduction

In operative paragraph 3 of the resolution on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International law, AG/RES. 2070 (XXXV-O/05), the General Assembly resolved: 

To request the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of this resolution and, in particular, to convene a meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to share experiences on how international law is addressed in diplomatic academies and other training centers for public officials, in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
Pursuant to that mandate, a meeting is to be held to discuss how inter-American law is addressed.  It will be attended by representatives of diplomatic academies and other training centers for public officials and by professors from universities in the member states.

Procedures
Work will be conducted in plenary sessions throughout the day.   Two working panels will be formed, comprising four panelists and a moderator.  The speakers will give oral presentations lasting 15 minutes and may, if they wish, also submit a written paper.  Presentations will be followed by a debate open to members of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and to any other guests from diplomatic academies who have not had the opportunity to deliver a presentation owing to the limited number of panelists.  The discussion will last one hour.

Guests


Each delegation is responsible for its guests.  Participants will be in two categories: presenters and observers.


Presenters may participate in one of the two panels.  A total of eight persons are to be invited as presenters for these panels.  By way of illustration, speakers could be from the following areas:  

· Representatives of diplomatic academies or training centers, one for each regional group.

· Representatives of military training institutes.

· Professors from leading universities, charged with training public servants.

The observers are the members of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and their guests. At any point, observers may contribute their own experiences to the discussions.

Representatives of the permanent observer missions are also urged to make the necessary arrangements for the participation of their countries’ presenters.

Each panel will have a moderator chosen from among the permanent representatives of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

Topic

The main topic is how inter-American law is addressed at diplomatic academies and public servant training centers (universities, military training institutes, etc.)  Presenters are free to choose topics under that subject (placement of inter-American law on study programs or curricula, topics examined, approaches, etc.)

Funding
Each member state will cover the cost of its guest’s participation.

Selection

The Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, with assistance from the General Secretariat, will coordinate the presentations on the basis of the states’ proposals, bearing in mind the principle of equitable geographic representation and gender representation. The Committee Chair and the Office of International Law urge delegations to submit to the Office (Dr. Luis Toro) the names of the panelists they would like to include on this agenda, as soon as possible, so that invitations may be sent out and topics may be established in a timely fashion.
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10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

PANEL I:
· The moderator introduces the panelists
/
· Presentations

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

DISCUSSIONS

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

PANEL II:
· The moderator introduces the panelists

· Presentations

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

DISCUSSIONS
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�.	The agenda for this meeting, in terms of topics and format, was approved by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on November 17, 2005.  The selection of panelists to be invited and their incorporation into the agenda remain pending. 


�.	To date, the delegation of Mexico has formally requested a space for a panelist from that country.





