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PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF PERU TO
THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Note No. 7-5-M / 550

Washington, D.C., December 20, 2005

Dear Mr.Chair of the Working Group:


With reference to your letter CAJP/GT/RDI-4/05 of September 21, 2005, requesting the Member States to submit their preliminary contributions to the future task of preparing a draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, please find attached several proposals for the future task of preparing the above-mentioned Inter-American Convention.  An important milestone in this process has been the Special Meeting to Examine and Discuss the Nature of a Future Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, which was held at the Organization’s headquarters on November 28-29, 2005, where various States submitted positions and suggestions on this important regional instrument to promote and defend human rights.


With highest regards,


[Seal and Signature]


Ambassador Fernando de la Fior Arbulú


Permanent Representative

Mr. Silvio Albuquerque e Silva
Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft
Inter-American Convention against Racism and
All Other Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
Organization of American States 
Washington, D.C.
PRELIMINARY CONTRIBUTION FROM THE REPUBLIC OF PERU FOR THE FUTURE TASK OF PREPARING A DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST RACISM

AND ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE


As a result of various coordination meetings between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Peruvian civil society organizations at which the topic of discrimination and the Peruvian experience were dealt with, preliminary proposals on some important themes, reflecting an initial internal consensus, are proposed below:

Racial Education Culture


Latin America is a continent where the mixing of races prevails.  Nevertheless, discrimination against this population of mixed descent, as well as against indigenous peoples and persons of African descent, is deeply rooted in the cultural patterns of our societies.

Proposal:


One of the core aspects to be introduced into the Convention is the commitment to adopt a school education policy against discrimination, as well as actions to raise the awareness of public officials to eliminate prejudices and adverse racial stereotypes, which should take place in the framework of the National Human Rights Plan to Eliminate Racism and Discrimination.


Furthermore, it should be stressed that human rights education should be aimed at preventing intolerance, racism, and violence and that, to achieve this, the States need to focus special attention on improving the training of teaching professionals, programs of study, the contents of handbooks, courses, and other teaching materials.  In this regard, drawing up the draft Convention could include, in addition to resolutions in the framework of the inter-American human rights education system, a mention of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose preamble urges institutions to promote, by means of teaching and education, observance of human rights and the liberties stated in the Declaration.  Likewise, the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004) highlights the importance of training for teachers and other groups in a position to influence the exercise of human rights and that it pertains to the States to develop and promote education for the observance of human rights and fundamental liberties without distinction, as well as to combat intolerance and racism.

Media

The media are becoming an important factor in perpetuating and disseminating prejudices and discriminatory stereotypes.

Proposal:


Regarding this, the Convention should include the commitment of States to avoid using the media to disseminate racist prejudices and stereotypes.  Likewise, the State should promote a process of reflection and draw up an ethical code for the media, as well as designate a body to be in charge of addressing the issues of racism as they exist in countries like Argentina, Brazil, and Panama.


It should be added that, at the Durban Conference, it was pointed out that the media should represent the diversity of the multicultural society in which we live and play a role in the fight against racism.  Nevertheless, the Durban Conference observed that certain spheres of the media have promoted false images and stereotypes of vulnerable groups and persons, especially migrant workers and refugees, which have contributed to the dissemination of xenophobic and racist feelings in the population and encouraged violence by racist individuals and groups.


The future Convention should urge press associations (owners and journalists) to avoid stigmatizing persons of a different origin because this involves an act of discrimination which, if repeated, could lead to the creation of a vicious circle that would reinforce racist attitudes and prejudices.

Multilingualism


In countries where there is a variety of languages, there is oftentimes a situation of severe exclusion of those who do not speaking the dominant language.  In Peru, this is a significant problem in many parts of the territory.

Proposal:


The Convention should embody the commitment of the States to implement mechanisms aimed at dealing with the situation of the population that does not speaking the dominant or official languages, in particular, to meet basic service needs such as health and access to justice.


The topic of multilingualism could be worked on with the support from the delegations of Bolivia and Ecuador.  As a symbolical gesture, the text could urge the signatory States to translate the Convention into the native languages spoken on its territory.

Gathering information


In Peru, there is an absence of information that would make it possible to gauge the situation and the degree of development or lag of ethnic or racial groups, because it has been considered that including information on race in surveys might imply an attack against nondiscrimination.  The existence of this variable would enable us to obtain statistical information that might be essential to learn about the reality of ethnic and racial groups.  Likewise, it is indispensable to benefit from indicators that would make it possible to conduct an analysis of the evolution of these realities.

Proposal:


The Convention should include the commitment of the States to adopt statistical means to gather differentiated information on the many ethnic and racial groups in a State, as well as their obligation to work on drawing up indicators.
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