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The Preparatory Committee held a regular meeting to consider the items of the order of business AG/CP/OD-337/06.  The order of business was adopted as presented.

1. Report of the Meeting of Experts on the Scale of Quotas

The Preparatory Committee received and took note of the report of the Chair of the Meeting of Experts to Propose a Revised Scale of Quotas Assessments (REG/NEC/doc.6/06 corr. 2), presented by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chair of the Experts meeting.


Bearing in mind the different positions expressed by the delegations on this topic, the Preparatory Committee agreed as follows:

1.          To install the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, open to all delegations, in order to continue the consideration of the recommendations contained in the aforementioned report on the meeting of Experts (REG/NEC/doc.6/06 corr. 2), as well as to consider any draft resolution(s) that may be presented for the draft agenda of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly.

2.          To submit the recommendations it deems pertinent for the consideration to the Preparatory Committee by no later than Monday, January 30 and prior to the start of the Special Session of the General Assembly.
3.          To elect, by acclamation, Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres as Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters for the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly.

2. Thirty-first special session of the General Assembly

The preparatory Committee also considered procedural matters for the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly that was convened by the Permanent Council through its resolution CP/RES.897 (1526/06).


In that regard, the Preparatory Committee decided to submit the following recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-first special session, for its information or consideration, as appropriate:

a. Order of precedence of the delegations


In keeping with Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the order of precedence of the delegations was established by lot, beginning with the Delegation of Honduras.


It is therefore incumbent on the head of the Delegation of Honduras to serve as provisional president of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly (Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

b. Order of precedence of the permanent observers

The order of precedence of the permanent observers was established by lot, beginning with the delegation of Sweden (Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly).

c. Agenda

In accordance with Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee considered the Agenda for the special session, which included, as agreed to by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES.2157 (XXXV-O/05), the matters for which the special session was convened.  The Agenda was published as document [AG/doc.2 (XXXI-E/06)].

d. Time limit for the presentation of proposals

The Preparatory Committee set Friday, January 27, 2006, at 4:00 p.m., as the time limit for the presentation of draft resolutions related to the Agenda for the special session of the General Assembly.  In making that decision, it took into account Article 42 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly which states that: “For special sessions of the Assembly, the Preparatory Committee may, if necessary, change the procedures and time periods established in this chapter with respect to drafts and working documents.”

e. Duration of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly 


The Preparatory Committee decided to recommend that the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly last no more than two days, as convened by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 897 (1526/06).

f. Minutes

In keeping with Article 77 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the minutes of the plenary sessions shall be verbatim.  However, should a decision be made to establish a committee or working group, the Preparatory Committee recommended the publication of summary minutes.

g. Draft schedule
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The Preparatory Committee considered the Draft Schedule for the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly, which, after being approved by the Committee, was published as document [AG/doc.3 (XXXI-E/06) rev. 1]
3. Approval of minutes



The Preparatory Committee approved the minutes of the meetings held on March 16 and April 13, 2005, AG/CP/ACTA.333/05 and AG/CP/ACTA.334/05 respectively.
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�.	Comments and observations made by delegations appear in the minutes of the meeting AG/CP/ACTA 337/06.
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