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PROPOSAL PRESENTED BY CANADA FOR THE 
THIRD INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND 
HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES 

Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (Proposal presented by Canada)

Canada proposes that the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities builds on the successful discussions and resolutions of the previous Cartagena (2002) and Mexico (2004) Ministerial meetings on culture. 

The objective of this meeting is to deepen hemispheric dialogue and action on cultural policies and cultural diversity among Ministers and Highest Authorities.  Ministers and Highest Authorities would have the opportunity to debate and discuss cultural policy best practices in the Americas, deliberate on hemispheric cultural priorities, and as a result, would develop a clear, concise course of action for the CIC for its following two-year period of work.  

It is imperative that Ministers and Highest Authorities meet to: maintain the momentum of progress on cultural initiatives within the OAS; be updated on progress of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC_ work plan; establish new areas for pragmatic cooperation over the next two-year period; and agree upon a Communiqué and List of Priority Activities. 

It is of utmost importance that the meeting be one of pragmatic cooperation and realistic outcomes to ensure a List of Priority Activities that is deliverable.  Canada proposes that sessions be built around the sharing of best practices and case studies, exchanges of cultural policy information, and non-scripted discussion.  These mechanisms would serve to target the conversation for Ministers within the parameters set out for each theme. 

Sessions: 
An introductory session would open the meeting to welcome Ministers and Highest Authorities in which greetings would be offered by the host country’s authorities, intergovernmental organizations (eg. OAS, IDB, etc.), and other appropriate guests.  

This would be followed with a presentation on accomplishments and remaining challenges from the Mexico Action Plan.  Individual countries could also be called on to report on various successes from the Action Plan, such as workshops, development projects, programs, etc. The focus of this session would be to highlight accomplishments of the ongoing work of the CIC and to encourage discussion and resolution on how to proceed in areas that have posed difficulties.

It is critical that Ministers have the opportunity to hear the perspectives of representatives of civil society.  This next session would comprise a presentation to Ministers on the conclusions of the Consultation Workshop of Civil Society [location and date TBD] by two civil society representatives.  

A series of sessions would follow that would be based on themes that reflect the priorities expressed by leaders at the IV Summit of the Americas in Argentina in November 2005 and supported by the CIC Authorities.  In each session, Canada proposes that a different Minister (or Highest Authority) of the CIC take responsibility to offer a presentation on best practices for each theme and then lead a discussion. If they so chose, they could ask another country to co-chair the session and also present on a best practice.  The themes are as follows:   

· The preservation and protection of cultural heritage;

· Culture and the enhancement of dignity and identity;

· Culture and the creation of decent jobs and the overcoming of poverty; and

· The role of indigenous peoples.

A final session would include discussion and approval of the Communiqué and List of Priority Activities.  This could be followed by a press conference.

Who: The Government of Canada will lead the organization of the meeting with support from the CIC Vice-Presidents and the DECST-OAS Secretariat.  

Evaluation of Impact: The anticipated overall impact of this meeting will be the reinforcement of culture as priority area for the OAS by Ministers of member states.  More specifically, it is critical that the work of the CIC is guided by the decisions of Ministers.


Outcomes and Outputs:

Canada proposes that Ministers and Highest Authorities agree to a short and focused Communiqué and List of Priority Activities with concise and clear language to ensure realistic deliverables.  

Person to Contact for Further Information:

Heather De Santis

Manager, Americas and Asia, International Relations

Department of Canadian Heritage

Tel: (819) 997-1386

Fax: (819) 956-8019

heather_de_santis@pch.gc.ca
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