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This document raises issues and questions to be discussed by the Inter-American Commission on Culture in preparation for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Authorities of the OAS in Canada in the fall of 2006.  A more detailed project proposal and agenda is attached for consideration.

Dates: Canada is proposing a day and a half meeting the week of Oct. 9.

Themes: Canada is recommending the following themes for plenary sessions, based on themes of the IV Summit of the Americas: the preservation and protection of cultural heritage; culture and the enhancement of dignity and identity; culture and the creation of decent jobs and the overcoming of poverty; and culture and the role of indigenous peoples.

Responsibilities: Canada recommends that a different Minister lead each plenary session.  The objective of the plenary sessions is to present best practices and/or lessons learned in each field, followed by a discussion among Ministers.  Ministers can organize their session as they see fit.  Each session will be guided by key questions, developed by the Minister, that the plenary will then discuss.  A suggested format could be as follows:

· Minister presents on theme;

· Two other Ministers from different OAS sub-regions present;

· NGO representative respond; and

· Open discussion among all Ministers.
Reporting:  The President of the CIC and the DECST, with the support of countries wishing to report on specific projects, will report on successes and challenges from the 2003-2006 Work Plan.
Outcomes: Rather than a cumbersome Declaration and Action Plan, the outcomes of this Ministerial will be a Communiqué and List of Priority Activities agreed to by the Ministers and Highest Authorities.  The Communiqué will summarize key messages from the meetings as well as progress made in discussions, and the List of Priority Activities will set out programming priorities for the Inter-American Commission on Culture (CIC) for the following two years.
Invited Guests: Canada recommends that relevant Inter-American organization be invited to address the Ministers and/or participate in plenary discussions, such as the Inter-American Development Bank.

Role of Civil Society: Civil society representatives could be invited to a dinner or cocktail with the Ministers in order to network and have face-to-face discussions.  Canada also suggests that one civil society representative be invited to present in each plenary session.  The responsible Minister could choose an appropriate representative, preferably from an umbrella association representing many organizations, from the thematic sector to contribute to the discussion. Canada solicits advice on how to engage civil society in the lead-up process to the Ministerial and how to select the representatives to address Ministers.

Agenda: A draft agenda follows for CIC consideration.

ATTACHMENT

PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA

Day 1

15:30 – 17:30 
Technical meeting of representatives of ministers and cultural authorities to consider the topics pending consensus Communiqué and List of Priority Activities

18:00 – 19:30 


Informal Meeting of ministers with representatives from civil society.

19:30 


Welcome Reception 
Day 2

08:00

Transportation to Venue

08:15 


Registration of participants 

09:00 – 10:45


INAUGURAL SESSION
09:00 
Welcoming Remarks from Senior Canadian Officials, Representatives of the Organization of American States and Appropriate Inter-American Institutions

09:45 – 10:05

Keynote Address by the Minister of Canadian Heritage on the Importance of Culture in the IV Summit of the Americas Themes

10:05 – 10:25

Discussion with Ministers

10:25 - 10:45

Consideration of the Draft Agenda and Work Schedule of the Meeting

10:45-11:00 

Break


11:00- 12:30
FIRST PLENARY SESSION

11:00- 11:20
Presentation to Ministers by Representatives of Civil Society

11:20- 11:40


Discussion with Ministers

11:40 – 12:10 
Report on Commitments of the Plan of Action of Mexico: Progress and Challenges by the Chair of Inter-American Committee on Culture and the OAS/DECST Secretariat; including Reports on Specific Projects (such as Cultural Information Workshops) to Highlight Successes to Ministers 

12:10 – 12:30 
Comments by Ministers
12:30-14:00
Lunch


14:00 – 15:30
SECOND PLENARY SESSION


Discussion and analysis of Topic 1: The Preservation and Protection of Cultural Heritage [Facilitator TBD]
15:30 – 15:45

Break
15:45 - 17:15 
THIRD PLENARY SESSION


Discussion and analysis of Topic 2: Culture and the Enhancement of Dignity and Identity [Facilitator TBD]

17:15


End of the work session

Transportation to Hotel

19:45 


Transportation to Dinner 

20:00 


Dinner 

22:00 


Transportation to Hotel

DAY 3

08:00


Transportation to Venue 

08:15 – 09:30
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

Discussion and Analysis of Topic 3: Culture and the Creation of Decent Jobs and the Overcoming of Poverty [Facilitator TBC]

09:30  – 11:00

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION 

Discussion and Analysis of Topic 4: Culture and the Role of Indigenous Peoples [Facilitator TBC]
11:00 – 11:15 


Break

11:15 – 12:30


SIXTH PLENARY SESSION
Discussion and Approval of the Communiqué and List of Priority Activities



Intervention by the Ministers and Chiefs of Delegation

12:30 – 13:00 

Closing Remarks

13:00 


Lunch

14:30 – 17:00 


Excursion
19:30


Transportation to Dinner

20:00 


Closing Dinner 


22:00


Transportation to Hotel
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DISCUSSION OF THE CENTRAL THEMES





The Central Themes reflect the priorities expressed by leaders at the IV Summit of the Americas in Argentina in November 2005.  The objective of the following plenary sessions are to present best practices and/or lessons learned in each field, followed by a discussion among Ministers. Each session will be facilitated by a Minister of the CIC (taking into account sub-regional representation).  Each session will be guided by key questions that Ministers will then be asked to discuss. 








