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Summary of the meeting of December 16, 2005
1.
Report of the Chair of the Working Group to Consider Subprogram 21E (ex-10W) of the 2006 Program-Budget 

The Chair of the Working Group to Consider Subprogram 21 E (ex-10W) of the 2006 Program-Budget, Basia Manitius, Alternate Representative of Canada, presented the Group‘s report. In her presentation, she indicated that, after analyzing the existing criteria, the Group had decided that these were not in line with the Organization’s present budgetary and financial realities.  The criteria were then reformulated, and some new ones were added. Bearing in mind that the Working Group needed more time to complete its work, the Committee decided to extend its mandate.

Also, bearing in mind that the General Secretariat needed to prepare for the meetings and conferences scheduled for the first months of 2006, the Committee decided to apply the current criteria to those meetings and conferences.  The Committee then authorized the General Secretariat to proceed with the necessary arrangements to prepare for meetings and conferences scheduled for January, February, and March 2006. 
2.
Funding of CIFTA meetings


In response to a request from the Secretariat pro tempore of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Committee decided to request the General Secretariat, under the present rules, to include in Subprogram 21E for 2006 the CIFTA meetings announced in its note of December 5, 2005, to be held in February, March, and April 2006.

3.
Consideration of the quarterly report on the use of funds allocated in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) from July 1 to September 30, 2005 – Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.4067/05)

The Committee considered and took note of the report presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
4.
Follow-up on the Secretary General’s presentation

Considering the long and extensive discussion held by the Permanent Council the previous day on this subject, the Committee took note of the document distributed during the meeting, CP/doc.4071/05 corr.1.  In order to move ahead with adjustments to the 2006 budget, the General Secretariat distributed information on the adjustment to the 2006 program-budget, which was introduced by Ricardo Domínguez, Chief of Staff of the OAS Secretary General. Several delegations issued preliminary comments on the document, which was to be discussed in greater detail at the first Committee meeting of January 2006.
5. Meeting of experts


The Committee noted that the Permanent Council, at its meeting the previous day, had decided to convene a meeting of government experts with a technical and political mandate to establish an OAS mechanism for fixing the scale of quota assessments of the member states, on the basis of Article 55 of the Charter.  Several delegations commented on the matter.  It was decided to discuss the details of such a meeting at an information CAAP meeting to be held as early as possible in January 2006.

6. Report on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00)

Ambassador Rodrigo Sotela, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica and Chair of the Working Group to Draft the Report on the Quota Payments, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), reported that the Working Group had completed its work and the new report format was ready to be used.

7. Funding of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly


The Committee noted that the Permanent Council, at its meeting the previous day, had authorized the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, ad referendum, to identify unobligated resources in the 2005 account of the Office of Conference and Meetings.  It had also decided to authorize the Office of Conference and Meetings to use the balance remaining in its accounts from the appropriation for the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly, held in April and May 2005, as a supplemental appropriation for fiscal year 2006, to cover the necessary conference services for holding the thirty-first special session before January 31, 2006, considering that the Organization’s Regular Fund  program-budget for 2006 did not include financial provisions for that purpose.
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