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I.  Topics considered on September 29

1. Election of the vice chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


The delegations decided that the CAJP would have two vice chairs for the 2005-2006 term. The first vice chair would be elected on September 29, the second at the next Committee meeting.

· Election of the first vice chair of the CAJP: 


The delegation of The Bahamas nominated Counselor Catherine Vezina, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Canada to the OAS, to serve as first vice chair of the CAJP. The delegation of Panama seconded the motion and requested that Ms. Catherine Vezina be elected by acclamation. All the delegations expressed their agreement.


The Committee Chair, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, congratulated Ms. Vezina on her election.  He pointed to her personal and professional qualities, her active participation in the Committee’s discussions over several years, and the advantage of having representatives from different legal systems serve as officers of the Committee.


Counselor Vezina thanked the delegations for nominating and electing her to the post of first vice chair of the CAJP, and for their positive comments about her.  She said she would do everything in her power to ensure the success of the Committee’s efforts.

2. Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas [AG/RES. 2067 (XXXV-O/05)]

· As consideration of this topic began, the Chair recognized the civil society organizations registered with the OAS.  Dr. Gustavo Gallón, member of the executive council of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) and Director of the Colombian Commission of Jurists, gave a presentation on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas.  The corresponding document was later published with the classification CP/CAJP-2308/05.

· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), gave a presentation on the topic.  He emphasized, among other things, the important work of the IACHR in this area, which had been strengthened with the creation in December 2001 of the Commission’s human rights defenders unit.  Among other activities, the unit gathers information on defenders, issues press releases, and establishes mechanisms for direct communication with defenders in the Americas and with offices at the highest level for the protection of the human rights of human rights defenders at other international organizations.

Dr. Cantón indicated that 47% of the precautionary measures ordered by the Commission were to protect the lives of human rights defenders. 

He mentioned certain details of the content of the comprehensive report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, which the OAS General Assembly requested the Commission to complete as soon as possible in its resolution AG/RES. 2067 (XXXV-O/05). He added that “the aim of the report is to identify existing problems in the region and publicize them so as to develop the best strategies for overcoming them. The Commission trusts that the regional perspective on these patterns will assist the states and the defenders in confronting them.”


Dr. Cantón concluded by commenting on the meeting on human rights defenders held in mid-September in Antigua, Guatemala.

· Next, the delegations made the following suggestions and remarks:

· They presented details on measures taken within certain member states over the past year to protect and promote the human rights of human rights defenders.

· Some delegations noted the priority they attached to this issue, even at the constitutional level.

· They mentioned the adoption of state policies on domestic peace and security in the context of respect for human rights and in consultation with civil society organizations.

· They asked which mechanisms and sources were used to evaluate violations of the human rights of defenders.

· They expressed concern over the possibility that some defenders would use that label as a cover to promote situations which, in their opinion, were anti-democratic.
· They asked whether all member states were being considered in the IACHR comprehensive report.

· They mentioned that the protection and promotion of the human rights of human rights defenders was an essential issue at the Organization. They added that this work reflected positively on democracy and created a healthy political environment. They also stated that the Organization’s main message is that human rights defenders can go about their work freely. 

· They asked why it had been decided to create a unit rather than a rapporteurship on human rights defenders at the IACHR.

· Lastly, the CAJP heard Dr. Cantón’s comments and replies:

· On the establishment of a unit rather than a rapporteurship, he clarified that this had been in response to a General Assembly mandate; that the efforts made in this area were comparable to those of the rapporteurships, with the difference that the latter are assigned to members of the Commission; and that, as on many other topics, financial considerations limited activities in this area.

· He mentioned that the inter-American instruments established the mechanisms for the Commission’s work in this area.

· He reaffirmed that the best way to support efforts on any of the many human rights issues was to sign the American Convention on Human Rights.

· He explained that the Commission had been delayed in issuing the comprehensive report requested by the General Assembly in part by the scarcity of financial and human resources needed for this and other tasks.

· He affirmed that the recommendations of the IACHR and judgments of the Court also strengthened the work of the defenders.

· On the adoption by some member states of state policies on peace and domestic security, he commented that there was resistance not only from organizations defending human rights but also from various internal political forces. He emphasized that civil society participation was essential to ensuring the success of such processes.

· He said it was the duty of governments to ensure appropriate attention to and punishment of any human rights violation and, in general, to protect the lives of their inhabitants. He added that he was concerned over the possible consequences of states of emergency declared in member states.

II.  Topics considered on September 30

3. Progress in strengthening the capacity of governmental institutions mandated to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere [this topic is included in pursuit of the mandate issued in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05)]

· To begin the consideration of this topic, Dr. Ariel Dulitzky, Principal Specialist of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, gave a presentation on progress by member states in this area.  He emphasized that national human rights promotion and protection systems had a basic, major role in matters of human rights and that, consequently, the task of the organs of the inter-American human rights system was a complementary one.

· The delegations of the member states:

· Commented on progress in strengthening the capacity of state institutions in this area.

· Some delegations presented oral summaries on the strengthening of their national human rights institutions.
/
· They noted that each member state strengthens its national institutions in response to its principal concerns. 

· They suggested keeping in mind the U.N.’s Paris Principles, which pertain to national human rights institutions.  

· Lastly, the CAJP heard Dr. Ariel Dulitzky’s comments and replies:

· Human rights protection is a task in constant evolution.

· The states seek the best way to meet their international commitments, which is even more complex for those member states with federal systems.

· Cooperation by national institutions with the inter-American human rights system is essential to strengthen the latter.

· The aim of strengthening the inter-American system is to join forces so as to lend greater and improved assistance to the national systems.

4. Consideration of a mechanism for the CAJP to determine when it is necessary that defenders of the people, defenders of the population, and human rights attorneys and commissioners (ombudsmen) participate in the dialogue to be held among member states on human rights topics, pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES.  2132 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)”


The CAJP decided to give individual consideration to each request it received for participation by the persons and institutions mentioned in resolution AG/RES. 2132 (XXXV-O/05) in the dialogues conducted by this Committee on the various human rights issues.
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�.	The delegation of Mexico presented its comments on the topic in writing on October 4, 2005; these were published as document CP/CAJP/INF.23/05 on December 28, 2005.





