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Summary of the meeting of October 20, 2005

1. Election of the second vice chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


As decided at its meeting of September 29, the Committee proceeded to elect its second vice chair. 


The delegation of Bolivia nominated Minister Salvador Hernández Vela, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, for the office of second vice chair. The delegation of Peru seconded the nomination and proposed that Minister Hernández be elected by acclamation. 


Some delegations expressed concern about the practice of electing second vice chairs of committees. Others commented that that meeting was neither the appropriate time nor place to consider the matter since a decision had been made on September 29 to elect a second vice chair of the CAJP.


The Committee then elected Minister Hernández by acclamation.


The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, congratulated Minister Hernández for his election as second vice chair of the CAJP, drawing attention, inter alia, to his professional training and to his outstanding career in the Venezuelan foreign ministry.


Lastly, Minister Hernández thanked the delegations for the trust they had placed in him by electing him vice chair, expressed a special concern about human rights issues, and offered his support for any tasks assigned to him.

2. Draft agenda for the annual dialogue between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system, to be held on March 9, 2006 


The delegations made suggestions and recommendations on the contents of the agenda for the aforementioned dialogue.  In particular they decided that:

· The dialogue would address the various mandates from the General Assembly set forth in resolutions AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2128 (XXXV-O/05), and AG/RES. 2129 (XXXV-O/05) that had been assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and consider the diverse concerns of member states about the functioning and strengthening of the Court and the IACHR, the procedures followed by both organs in handling cases brought before them, and other aspects of their work to promote and protect the human rights of the people of the Hemisphere.  

· The draft agenda containing the aforementioned topics would be reviewed by the CAJP at its next meeting and would be adopted before the end of 2005, thus fulfilling the mandate issued in operative paragraph 3.g of resolution AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05), which states that the agenda must be adopted at least two months prior to the scheduled date of the meeting.

· The Chair of the CAJP would be entrusted with using his good offices with the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) to insist that adequate financing be obtained for the organs of the inter-American human rights system, if possible in the presence of representatives of those organs. 

3. Possible items for the agenda of the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law [pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2127 (XXXV-O/05)] and the Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court [pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2072 (XXXV-O/05)], scheduled for February 2, 2006


Dr. John Wilson, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, presented the preliminary working document he had prepared for consideration by the delegations.  It contained possible agenda items for the two meetings (CP/CAJP-2306/05 rev. 1).


The delegations made comments and recommendations, which they asked to have reflected in separate agendas for the two meetings, to be held on February 2 and 3, 2006.


The Committee decided to consider both draft agendas at its next meeting.

4. Consideration of the topic “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” [AG/RES. 2065 (XXXV-O/05)]

· Presentation of the document “CIDIP-VII:  Preparatory Work for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law” (CP/CAJP-2309/05) by Dr. John Wilson, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law


To initiate consideration of that topic, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Legal Affairs, provided the Committee with some detailed background information.


Dr. Wilson then presented document CP/CAJP-2309/05 and asked the delegations to inform him, if possible in six weeks time, of the names of the national experts appointed to work on that topic and to submit their working documents by January 31, 2006.


The delegations expressed their interest in and support for the process that would culminate in the holding of the Conference and discussed the following with the representatives of the General Secretariat:

· Operation of the Web page for the Internet dialogue of CIDIP-VII experts; and

· Scope of some agenda items agreed upon for CIDIP-VII.

5. Consideration of the topic “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas” [AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05)]


Dr. Jorge García González, Director of the Office of Legal Cooperation (Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms), made a presentation on the topic, in which he mentioned the work conducted by his area pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05) and the REMJA-V recommendations.


Dr. García González drew attention to the preparatory work for the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime and the mandate from the General Assembly on the holding of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI). With regard to the meeting on cybercrime, he said that he would consult the Chair of the CAJP about the contents of a preliminary draft resolution of the Permanent Council, to be presented for consideration by the CAJP and possible adoption by the Council itself.


The delegations made the following suggestions and recommendations on the topic:

· They underscored the importance of a convention against cybercrime and of an additional protocol that would criminalize racist and xenophobic acts committed via the Internet. 

· They requested that the REMJA item be addressed more regularly by the CAJP.

· They suggested that reports be distributed on the status of compliance with the respective General Assembly mandates on the REMJA item and with the REMJA-V recommendations.

· They commented that no offers had been made to host REMJA-VI.

6. Consideration of the topics in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2071 (XXXV-O/05), “2006:  Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption,” and AG/RES. 2076 (XXXV-O/05), “Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation”


Dr. Jorge García González, Director of the Office of Legal Cooperation (Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms), made a presentation on the topics, in which he mentioned the work conducted by his area pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2071 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2076 (XXXV-O/05).


The delegations made the following suggestions and recommendations on the topic:

· They said that the shared goal of the states parties to the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) was to strengthen the Mechanism and that they should therefore step up their work in that regard.

· They asked for details concerning publication of the brochures on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the MESICIC, designed to promote 2006 as the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption.

· They inquired about which measures had been taken to obtain United Nations assistance and collaboration in achieving the objectives sought through celebration of the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption--educating the public and increasing awareness.  

· They also asked how other OAS bodies were cooperating in the preparations for that event.

· They mentioned that the next Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC would be held after the current round of negotiations had concluded, perhaps in April or May 2006.

· Likewise they referred to the questionnaire for the next meeting of the group of experts of the MESICIC and to the schedule for evaluations over the next three years.


Lastly, Dr. García González said that:

· Work was proceeding on the brochures to promote 2006 as the Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption, which would be ready in early 2006.

· In that regard, he added that cooperative efforts were under way with the United Nations, an example of which was the organization by the UN, in coordination with the Government of the Argentine Republic, of the regional conference on pre-ratification of the United Nations Convention against Corruption, an event that would help reinforce and define specific cooperation measures.

· As concerned support from other OAS bodies for the celebration of the Inter-American Year, he said that his area was prepared to accept any support that other inter-American institutions might extend to it.

7. Consideration of the topic “The Role of the Legislative Branch in Combating Corruption and Impunity in the Hemisphere” [AG/RES. 2064 (XXXV-O/05)]

· The delegations agreed that the General Assembly had not given the CAJP a specific mandate regarding that topic. They added that the same was not true for the member states, to which the General Assembly had made specific recommendations for action including, among others, recommendations concerning dissemination of the topic.

· They suggested that any 2006 General Assembly resolution on the topic should ask the member states for reports on the achievements of the legislatures in the fight against corruption and on accessions to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, among other things.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP15519E03�








