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Summary of the meeting of November 17, 2005

1. Preparations for special CAJP events

· Note from the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela presenting a Draft Agenda for the Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to Share Experiences on How International Law is Addressed in Diplomatic Academies and Other Training Centers for Public Officials, scheduled for December 15, 2005 (CP/CAJP-2312/05)


The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, began the consideration of this topic by reminding delegations that said draft agenda had been prepared under the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2070 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.”  The last operative paragraph of that resolution instructed the CAJP (for the second year in a row) to hold a meeting to “share experiences on how international law is addressed in diplomatic academies and other training centers for public officials.”  He also noted that, in preparing for the meeting, the Chair was already receiving advice and support from Dr. Luis Toro, a legal officer from the Office of International Law.


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela then presented its proposed draft agenda for the meeting, which dealt with a topic that said delegation had introduced to the OAS prior to the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly (Quito, Ecuador).

The delegations made suggestions and recommendations on the contents and the format of the agenda and asked that, if possible, the meeting take place on January 19, 2006.


The delegations adopted the agenda for the meeting as amended, which was distributed by the Secretariat as document CP/CAJP/05 rev. 1 corr. 2.

· Draft agenda for the dialogue between the member states and the members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system, to be held on March 9, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2311/05)


To initiate the consideration of this topic, the Chair of the CAJP told the delegations that the draft agenda had been prepared under the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2075 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas,” and resolutions AG/RES. 2128 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2129 (XXXV-O/05), on the observations and recommendations of the member states on the annual reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, respectively.

He added that the document prepared by the Chair, with the assistance of the CAJP secretariat, followed the recommendations made by the delegations at the CAJP meeting of October 20.  It took into account each of the mandates assigned to that body concerning both the topics to be considered to strengthen the inter-American human rights organs and the procedural matters that the member states wished to discuss for the purpose, inter alia, of achieving a more efficient working relationship with the Court and the IACHR.


The delegations then said that they approved of the document in question. In particular, they insisted that the topic of financing of the organs should not dominate the agenda of the March 9 meeting.

Upon adoption of the agenda, Ambassador Villagrán said that, in addition to this topic’s consideration by the CAJP, he would take steps with a view to its discussion in the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).  He would also seek to participate in the CAAP meeting scheduled for that purpose, along with the officials appointed to do so by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

· Draft agenda for the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, scheduled for February 2, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2314/05)


Dr. John Wilson, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, presented the draft agenda for the special meeting, prepared on the basis of the suggestions made by the delegations at the CAJP meeting of October 20 and in coordination with representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).  In view of the ICRC’s global leadership role in the promotion of international humanitarian law, that organization had been working with the OAS General Secretariat for several years in preparing for that special meeting and covered the travel and subsistence costs of panelists for the event.

The delegations made comments and recommendations, which they asked to have reflected in a new draft agenda. The discussion focused, among other things, on the advisability of including the topic on the illicit arms trade on the agenda for this special meeting.


The Committee decided to consider the draft agenda again at its next meeting.

· Draft agenda for the Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court, scheduled for February 3, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2315/05)


Dr. John Wilson, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, presented the draft agenda for the working meeting, prepared on the basis of the suggestions made by the delegations at the CAJP meeting of October 20.


The delegations made comments and recommendations, which they asked to have reflected in a new draft agenda. The delegations agreed that it was essential to have a high-level official from the International Criminal Court present to discuss mechanisms to enable those OAS member states that deemed it appropriate to support the work of the International Criminal Court.


The Committee decided to consider the draft agenda again at its next meeting.
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