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1. Preparations for special CAJP events
· Preparations for the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the principles of international law set forth in the OAS Charter, to be held on the afternoon of Thursday, March 23, 2006 [AG/RES. 2150 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 3]


The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, began consideration of the topic by informing delegations that, in talks with the Office of International Law on how best to organize the special meeting, the idea had come up of taking advantage of the presence in Washington, in late March 2006, of the members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, who could then be the ones to set the keynote for the dialogue of delegations on the subject.



The Committee agreed that the Chair of the Committee should invite the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to be the main speaker at the special meeting.



The delegations also expressed an interest in submitting the names of other possible panelists, if possible, including academics from the Hemisphere’s universities, experts from the United Nations, and jurists.


Lastly, the Committee decided to entrust the Chair of the CAJP with distributing his proposed draft agenda for the event. 

· Draft agenda for the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, scheduled for February 2, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2314/05 rev. 1)


The Chair of the Committee said that the new version of the draft agenda prepared by Dr. John Wilson incorporated the recommendations made by delegations at the CAJP meetings of October 20 and November 17.



The delegations made additional comments and suggestions on the current draft agenda and asked that its adoption be postponed until the CAJP meeting of December 16.

· Draft agenda for the Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court, scheduled for February 3, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2315/05 rev. 1)


As for the previous item, the Chair of the Committee said that the new version of the draft agenda prepared by Dr. John Wilson incorporated the recommendations made by delegations at the CAJP meetings of October 20 and November 17.



The Committee adopted the draft agenda without any objection as to its content.

· Preparations for the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (with the participation of experts from the member states and civil society representatives) to promote, impart, and exchange experiences and knowledge with respect to access to public information and its relationship with citizen participation [AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 11.a]


The Chair of the Committee reminded delegations that that item was a new mandate from the Permanent Council--one that had been added to those originally assigned to the CAJP for the 2005-2006 period.


The delegations then requested that the preparatory work for that event be based on the Draft Report on the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy,” a document presented by the Chair of the Permanent Council in May 2004 (CP/doc.3884/04).


The delegations finally decided to postpone consideration of that topic until the CAJP meeting of December 16 when, if possible, Dr. Eduardo Bertoni, IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, could be present.

2. Draft Permanent Council resolution: Convocation of the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05) and with the recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V) (CP/CAJP-2316/05)

The Committee adopted the draft resolution without any objection as to its content and decided to submit it to the Permanent Council for possible adoption.

3. Request by the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs that the Committee prepare a draft resolution convening REMJA-VI (in view of the offer by that Government to host the meeting)

The Chair of the Committee thanked the Government of the Dominican Republic for its interest in hosting the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI) and said that Ambassador Roberto Álvarez Gil himself, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, had announced his Government’s decision in that regard, which was disseminated in the notes contained in documents CP/INF.5266/05 and CP/INF.5266/05 add. 1.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic proceeded to present the preliminary draft Permanent Council resolution that expressed its Government’s interest in hosting REMJA-VI, if possible, from April 24 to 26, 2006.


The delegations thanked the Dominican Republic for its offer and accepted it, suggested some additional wording for the preambular part of the draft resolution, and requested more time to hold consultations, specifically on the date.


The Committee decided to consider a new version of the draft resolution at its meeting of December 16.

4. Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to Share Experiences on How International Law Is Addressed in Diplomatic Academies and Other Training Centers for Public Officials, scheduled for January 19, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2312/05 rev. 1)


Dr. Luis Toro, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, reminded the delegations that it was important for the General Secretariat to receive, as soon as possible, the names of that meeting’s panelists and participants.
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