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1. Draft Permanent Council resolution: “Date and Place of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI),” presented by the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic (CP/CAJP-2318/05)


To initiate consideration of that item, the delegation of the Dominican Republic announced, in response to a question from one of the delegations, that the venue for REMJA-VI would be the city of Santo Domingo.


The Committee adopted the draft resolution without any objection as to its content. Subsequently, the Chair prepared its report on how the Committee had dealt with that topic and submitted it to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible adoption (CP/CAJP-2318/05 rev. 1).

2. Preparations for special CAJP events

· Draft agenda for the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, scheduled for February 2, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2314/05 rev. 2)



The Committee adopted the draft agenda without any objection as to its content.

· Preparations for the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (with the participation of experts from the member states and civil society representatives) to promote, impart, and exchange experiences and knowledge with respect to access to public information and its relationship with citizen participation  [AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 11.a]


Dr. Eduardo Bertoni, IACHR Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, summarized the background to the topic, underscoring the time and energy invested in 2004 in preparing the Draft Report on the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy,” a document presented by the Chair of the Permanent Council in May 2004 (CP/doc.3884/04). 


The delegations expressed satisfaction with Dr. Bertoni’s presentation and said that they agreed with the procedure proposed at the CAJP meeting of December 8 to use document CP/doc.3884/04 as a starting point for the preparatory work for the Special Meeting.


In conclusion, Dr. Bertoni bid farewell and expressed thanks to the delegations since he would be leaving his post at the end of December 2005.


The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, extended a farewell to Dr. Bertoni and thanked him for his hard and effective work at the helm of the Special Rapporteurship.  Other delegations followed suit, mentioning among other things the positive outcomes of its on-site visits and the success achieved, as a result of its advice, in solving ticklish situations in member states. 


The delegations agreed to proceed on the basis of the agenda contained in document CP/doc.3884/04 and decided to hold the Special Meeting during the second week of April 2006.


Consequently, the Chair set April 10, 2006 as a tentative date for the meeting.  The corresponding draft agenda for the Special Meeting was distributed by the CAJP secretariat as document CP/CAJP-2320/05. 

· Preparations for a meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to be held in the first half of 2006 on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, with the participation of government experts and representatives of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, other international organizations, and civil society, for the purpose of sharing best practices and activities carried out last year in support of the Program, as well as new proposals that might be incorporated into it [AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 2]


The delegations agreed with the Chair’s suggestion to schedule that special session, in principle, for February 16, 2006.  They also agreed with using a format similar to the one for the Special Meeting of the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held in September 2004.


Likewise, they decided that the primary objective of that Special Meeting would be the presentation by the member states and by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS that supported the program, of their activity reports and their best practices over the previous year, based on the mandate set forth in operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.”


The Chair announced that in the near future he would distribute a preliminary agenda for that meeting.


The delegations also referred to the mandate issued in operative paragraph 5 of the aforementioned resolution, AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), on the establishment of a specific fund of voluntary contributions in support of the Program. The Chair of the Committee offered to use his good offices with the Chair of the Council in that regard.

3. Dialogue on the subject of resolution AG/RES. 2130 (XXXV-O/05), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” as indicated in operative paragraph 8 of the resolution

The delegations listened to a briefing by Dr. Débora Benchoam, IACHR Executive Secretariat Specialist for the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families, on the main activities of the Rapporteurship in recent months.  Dr. Benchoam noted that the financial resources for the work of that Rapporteurship had been completely depleted.

4. Dialogue on the subject of resolution AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents”


The delegation of the Argentine Republic conducted the deliberations on that subject, presenting a report on its government’s related activities.  Further it requested that the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) submit to the CAJP, through the Committee Chair, a progress report on the implementation of operative paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of resolution AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05).


The corresponding note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs transmitting comments on resolution AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05), “Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents,” was distributed by the CAJP secretariat on December 22, 2005 (CP/CAJP/INF.22/05).


The progress report prepared by the IIN in response to the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina was transmitted to the CAJP secretariat and published on January 4, 2006 (CP/CAJP/INF.22/05 add. 1).

5. Preparations for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)

Dr. John Wilson, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, reminded the delegations that it was important that the General Secretariat receive, as soon as possible, the names of the national experts selected to work on that topic, since six weeks had elapsed since a request to that effect had been made at the CAJP meeting of October 20.


He added that, thus far, the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Chile, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru had appointed their national experts.

6. Preparations for the Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to Share Experiences on How International Law Is Addressed in Diplomatic Academies and Other Training Centers for Public Officials, scheduled for January 19, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2312/05 rev. 1)

Dr. Luis Toro, Legal Officer from the Office of International Law, reminded the delegations that it was important that the General Secretariat receive, as soon as possible, the names of the panelists and participants for that meeting.
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