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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on December 15, 2005, to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1524/05.  The order of business was approved as presented.

1. Oral report by the Assistant Secretary General on the Electoral Observation Mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Following the presentation of the preliminary report of the Electoral Observation Mission to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the Council congratulated the people and Government of that country on the elections held on December 7, 2005.  The Council then took note of report and of the observations made by Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and by other delegations.

2. Oral report by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the scale of quotas


The Council took note of the report on the scale of quotas presented by Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chairman of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).  As there was no consensus on the proposals analyzed by the CAAP, the Council decided to convene a meeting of governmental experts in order to propose a revised scale of Regular Fund quotas based on Article 55 of the OAS Charter.


The Council congratulated Ambassador Joshua Sears, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas and Chair of the Working Group that analyzed the scale of quotas in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05).

3. Approval of minutes


The Permanent Council approved the minutes of the special meeting of the Permanent Council held on August 25 and 26, 2004, CP/ACTA 1436/04.

4. Meeting the political priorities of the Organization of American States


The Council took note of the report presented by the Secretary General based on document CP/doc.4071/05, “Meeting the Political Priorities of the Organization of American States (Presented by the General Secretariat in anticipation of the January 2006 Special General Assembly),” as well as of the observations made by delegations.


The Permanent Council also approved resolution CP/RES. 895 (1524/05), “Creation of the Assistant Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Assistant Secretariat for Political Affairs.”
5. Convocation of the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2068 (XXXV-O/05)
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The Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 896 (1524/05), through which it convened the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts on Cyber-Crime, to be held at OAS headquarters on February 27 and 28, 2006, to carry out the mandates referred to in the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V).

6. Presentation by the Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Private Sector Forum of the Americas

The Council took note of the presentation made by Mr. James Fendell on the Private Sector Forum, as well as of the comments made by delegations. The Council also noted the creation of the Private Sector Forum of the Americas.
7.
Referral of document

The Permanent Council agreed to forward to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) document CP/doc.4069/05, “Status report on budget execution and transfers between chapters of the Regular Fund program-budget for 2005 and specific funds from January 1 to September 30, 2005.”

8.
Other business

· The Chair informed the Council that a progress report from the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) on the mandate concerning the Inter-American Defense Board had been distributed (CP/INF.5281/05). The Chair recognized the significant advances made by the Committee in fulfilling the mandate and noted that the Council would look forward to receiving the results of the Committee’s analysis and recommendations during 2006.

· The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Juan Enrique Fisher, Permanent Representative of Uruguay.
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�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1524/05.
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