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Summary of the meeting of December 12, 2005

The Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas called the meeting to order and placed the following order of business before it for consideration:

1. Member states’ reactions to the “Working Document for the Discussions of the Working Group” (GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1)
· Social Charter
· Plan of Action
2. Other business
Following the adoption of the order of business, the meeting turned its attention to the first item.  The floor was open for delegations to comment.

The delegations expressed their views on the document in particular and on the negotiating process and future undertakings. A proposal was made to decide on the next step to take with regard to the document–one that would lead to the start of negotiations. In that connection, it was suggested that the Secretariat be entrusted with preparing a preliminary draft Social Charter based on document GTC/CASA/doc.20/05 corr. 1, which would incorporate the proposals made.  It was also considered essential to begin work at the same time on the draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter. 

Several views were expressed on how the Social Charter should be fashioned, with suggestions that it should be a proactive instrument capable of responding to the challenges of poverty and to vulnerable groups.  Other delegations said that they hoped it would be a concise, comprehensive document that would provide guidance and elicit cooperation.  Some insisted that the Charter should serve as a beacon for the progressive implementation of economic, social, and cultural rights.  It was also noted that the document should not refer to “rights,” and a proposal was made for consideration by the member states on a possible format for the Social Charter of the Americas. 

As concerned the Plan of Action, it was pointed out that it should contain quantifiable goals and responsibilities defined at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels, and propose a follow-up and monitoring mechanism to identify the scope and the pitfalls associated with the achievement of those goals. Reference was made as well to the relationship between the Plan of Action and the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, pursuant to the mandate issued by the General Assembly at its session in Quito, in 2004.

With regard to procedural matters, future challenges were identified, such as the difficulty the Secretariat would have in putting together a consolidated document without the benefit of a debate among member states on the nature and format of the Social Charter and without input from the negotiations under way in other OAS forums and information on the impact that the mandates in a Social Charter could have on other political bodies.  Other delegations requested that a work plan be presented and said that it would be advisable to take up the matter again in mid-January 2006.

Following the comments by delegations and the ensuing discussion, the Chair summarized the agreements reached.  It was decided to issue a new mandate to the Secretariat, asking it to begin its work on a consolidated basic document in two stages.  Initially, on January 20, the Secretariat would submit a proposed preamble to the Social Charter.  A meeting of the Working Group would then be held on January 20 to receive that input.  Its order of business would also include discussion of the format of the operative part of the draft Charter, a timetable for the negotiating process, and deadlines for states to submit their contributions on the Plan of Action of the Social Charter.
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