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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING that the fight against poverty, especially eradication of extreme poverty, is essential for the consolidation of democracy and constitutes a joint and shared responsibility of American states, and that democracy and socio-economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;

RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) states that integral development encompasses the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields through which the goals that each country sets for accomplishing it should be achieved, and that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income, and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development;

RECOGNIZING the ethnical, cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity of the peoples of the Americas and inspired by the need to foster tolerance, integration, and inter-American cooperation for integral development;

CONSIDERING that the foundations for social development are to be found in equal opportunities, nondiscrimination, and the freedom of individuals, in a context of respect, observance, and proper application of human rights, the rule of law, and democratic institutions;

BEARING IN MIND that the Protocol of San Salvador on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights emphasizes the great importance of the reaffirmation, development, improvement, and protection of those rights in order to consolidate the system of representative democratic government;

NOTING the insufficient progress toward attainment of the Millennium Development Goals, despite the efforts made by states and the international community;

CONCERNED by the fact that external indebtedness places constraints on integral development and on improvement of the quality of life of the inhabitants of the indebted states, especially the relatively less developed countries; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the existence of global instruments regarding social and economic development that are particularly important for the states parties thereto, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action of the World Conference on Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Conventions of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Declaration of Copenhagen, the Millennium Declaration, the Consensus of Monterrey, and the Declaration on the Right to Development.
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that, at the subregional level, member states have committed to addressing the challenges of social development in instruments such as the CARICOM Charter of Civil Society, the MERCOSUR Socio-Labor Declaration, and the Andean Community’s Andean Declaration on Social Development;
CONSIDERING the advisability of systematizing and consolidating into a single instrument the provisions, guidelines, and statements on integral development that are contained in the OAS Charter and other inter-American documents, such as, inter alia, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration of Margarita, the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination, the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, especially those of Nuevo León and Mar del Plata, and the resolutions of the various ministerial meetings held under the auspices of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);
CONVINCED that democratic governance requires public policies that are aimed at fostering equity and social inclusion and which leave room, at both their formulation and implementation stages, for citizen participation, joint actions by the State and organized civil society, decentralized decision-making, transparency, accountability, and measures to combat corruption.

AWARE that social exclusion results not only from poverty but also from discrimination, intolerance, and the unsustainable use of natural resources, which may also exacerbate the social risks of vulnerable social groups, such as indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, migrants, women, youths, the elderly, victims of natural disasters, and ethnic or religious minorities;
BEARING IN MIND that economic growth with equity, understood as the whole set of public policies designed to increase and enhance national income and the fairness of its distribution, makes a significant contribution to the reduction of poverty and hunger, better living conditions for the population, and the strengthening of democracy;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that extreme poverty and inequity undermine human rights, democratic governance, the consolidation of democracy, social development, and the tranquility and security of peoples and that they generate adverse conditions for peace, it is essential to develop a comprehensive economic and social policy outlook geared to promoting the development of opportunities and human skills, respect for human rights, and the establishment of social protection networks.

CONVINCED of the need to endow the inter-American system with an instrument that serves to guide, enrich, and complement national and partnership for development policies aimed at promoting integral development and the eradication of poverty and inequity, as prerequisites for strengthening democratic governance, human development, and increasing fulfillment of social, economic, and cultural rights; and

IN FULFILLMENT of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), which instructs the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; 

RESOLVES:


To adopt the following:

Social Charter of the Americas:
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