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OPEN INVITATION


The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is pleased to extend an open invitation to the representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the representatives of the indigenous peoples and organizations of the Americas to participate in the seventh meeting of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, from March 21 to 25, 2006.


This open invitation is issued in keeping with the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05), adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its regular session held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United States of America, in June 2005, and with the decision by the Working Group, at its meeting of January 24, 2006, to begin preparations for the next meeting of negotiations.
The seventh meeting of negotiations will be conducted according to the same procedure followed at the prior negotiation meetings.  The seventh meeting will be for consideration of the sixth and first sections of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Agenda for this meeting was approved by the Working Group and distributed as document GT/DADIN/doc.241/05 rev. 2.

Background documents for the negotiations are as follows:

1. For section six:

· Chair’s consolidated text (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03)

· Note from the Chair of the Working Group on new proposals to amend Section VI of the Chair’s consolidated text, received from the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus of the Americas, which participates in drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (GT/DADIN/doc.244/06)

2. For section one:

· “Outcomes of the Six Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus Held by the Working Group” (GT/DADIN/doc.236/05 rev. 1)

The date and site of the meeting will be the subject of an OAS Permanent Council draft resolution, to be distributed in due course.

The mechanism for participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in this seventh meeting of negotiations will be similar to that established for the six prior meetings.  This mechanism, already agreed upon by the Working Group, is described in document GT/DADIN/doc.140 rev. 1.


For the purposes of this open invitation, the indigenous peoples are requested to reconfirm the representatives, experts, or indigenous leaders who represented them at the sixth meeting of negotiations, or else to designate a new representative, no later than Wednesday, February 15, 2006 (the Selection Board will meet on Friday, February 17).  Kindly confirm your decision to Mr. Jorge Sanín of the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat (jsanin@oas.org or summitcso@oas.org) (fax: 202-458-3665).
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