- 3 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


CP/CAJP/SA.429/06










6 February 2006


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS


Original: Spanish
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1.
The Committee decided to postpone consideration of the topic “Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment” [resolution AG/RES. 2125 (XXXV-O/05)] until the next regular meeting of the CAJP, on February 9, 2006.

2.
The Chair informed delegations that, at the request of the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the CAJP meeting at which an oral presentation would be made of the Annual Report of the IACHR had been postponed from March 16 to April 27, 2006.

The Chair clarified that said change did not in any way alter the deadline set in the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council on submission of the reports of the organs at least 90 days before the start of the OAS General Assembly session. He added that, in accordance with the note sent by Dr. Santiago Cantón, the Annual Report of the IACHR, in its original language, would be transmitted to the Secretary General by the established deadline.

3.
Preparations for special CAJP events
· Report of the General Secretariat on preparations for the special meeting on international humanitarian law, to be held on February 2, 2006, and on the Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court, to be held on February 3

Dr. John Wilson of the Office of International Law gave a brief account of the status of preparations for the Special Meeting on Current Issues on International Humanitarian Law and the Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court, based on the agendas that the CAJP had adopted for both events (CP/CAJP-2314/05 rev. 3 and CP/CAJP-2315/05 rev. 2).

There were no observations on the work conducted by the General Secretariat in that regard.

The Chair announced that the General Secretariat would distribute the schedules for both meetings (including the names of all panelists) as early as possible. The Secretariat subsequently distributed those schedules as documents CP/CAJP-2314/05 add. 1 and CP/CAJP-2315/05 add. 1.

· Preparations for a meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to be held in the first half of 2006 on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, with the participation of government experts and representatives of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, other international organizations, and civil society, for the purpose of sharing best practices and activities carried out last year in support of the Program, as well as new proposals that might be incorporated into it [AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 2]
The Committee agreed to postpone the date of that meeting to March 16.

The delegations commented on the corresponding Draft Agenda (CP/CAJP-2323/06), on the basis of the Inter-American Program on the topic. The Agenda was adopted with the incorporation of some stylistic changes, and later distributed as document CP/CAJP-2323/06 rev. 1.

The meeting also decided to hold consultations with the Office of the Secretary General on the Work Plan mentioned in section V.A of the Program.

· Draft Agenda for the Special Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, with the participation of experts from the states and civil society representatives, to promote, impart, and exchange experiences and knowledge with respect to access to public information and its relationship with citizen participation [AG/RES. 2121 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 11.a] (document CP/CAJP-2320/05)
The Committee decided to schedule the Special Meeting for Monday, April 3, 2006, and, after introducing some changes proposed in the meeting room, adopted the aforementioned Draft Agenda.  The adopted Agenda was subsequently distributed as document CP/CAJP-2320/05 rev. 1.

· Preparations for the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for more in-depth study of existing international jurisprudence regarding the subject of Article 13.5 of the American Convention on Human Rights, with participation by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (scheduled for the afternoon of March 10, 2006)

The Committee decided to give delegations the opportunity, from the current date until February 9, 2006, to make recommendations on the format for that meeting.

The Chair of the CAJP announced that he would contact the officers of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to ensure their participation. 

4.
Consideration of the topic “Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families” [AG/RES. 2134 (XXXV-O/05)].

The delegation of Peru made a statement on behalf of its Government (later distributed as document CP/CAJP/INF.24/06) and announced that, for the second year in a row, it would be submitting a General Assembly draft resolution on the subject, for consideration by the CAJP. 

The delegation of Argentina announced that it would present a draft resolution on the topic “the right to truth,” which was an aspect of the topic being considered under that agenda item.

The delegations underscored the work done on the issue of persons who have disappeared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

5.
Consideration of the topic “Internally displaced persons” [AG/RES. 2140 (XXXV-O/05)]

There were no observations on that topic.

6.
Consideration of the topic “Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism” [AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05)]

The Committee decided to move forward with consultations with the IACHR officers to ascertain the level of compliance with the General Assembly mandates in that area, since the CAJP would be able to fulfill its mandate once it had received the recommendations requested through resolution AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05).

The Chair of the CAJP would invite the IACHR Executive Secretary to report on the Commission’s work on the mandates issued in the aforementioned resolution.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP15660E04�








