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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CSH-743/06


14 February 2006

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: English
DRAFT RESOLUTION
THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD AS AN ENTITY 
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND APPROVAL OF ITS STATUTES
(Approved by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, at its meeting held on February 10, 2006)

E X P L A N A T O R Y   N O T E


On February 10, 2006, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, considered the Draft Resolution on the Inter-American Defense Board as an Entity of the Organization of American States and Approval of its Statutes, contained in document CSH/GT/JID-28/06 rev. 2, submitted by the Chair of the Working Group to Conclude the Analysis of the Juridical and Institutional Relationship between the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Defense Board.  The Draft Resolution was approved, without amendment, by the Committee, as reflected in the present text, document CP/CSH-743/06.

The Draft Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board, to which reference is made inoperative paragraph 1 of this Draft Resolution, will be submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration once its revision by the Subcommittee on Style of the Committee on Hemispheric Security is concluded. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD AS AN ENTITY 
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
AND APPROVAL OF ITS STATUTES

(Approved by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, at its meeting held on February 10, 2006)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the juridical and institutional link between the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/CSH… /06); and

CONSIDERING:


That the Inter-American Defense Board (“IADB” or “the Board”) was created by resolution of the Third Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the American Republics in 1942, and subsequently strengthened by Resolutions VII and XXXIV of the Ninth International Conference of American States, the same Conference that gave birth to the OAS and its 1948 Charter, as well as by Resolution III of the Fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs adopted in 1951;


That the Board and the Organization of American States (“OAS” or “the Organization”) share common objectives under the OAS Charter and respect for the principle of civilian oversight of the armed forces within the context of representative democracy;


That by resolution AG/RES. 1240 (XXIII-O/93), the General Assembly reiterated “the need to define the legal-institutional relationship between the Inter-American Defense Board and the Organization of American States”;

That in resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02) the General Assembly directed the Permanent Council “to examine the relationship between the OAS and the IADB and make recommendations to the General Assembly and the IADB for modifying the IADB’s basic structure and instruments to the extent necessary to clarify and obtain consensus on its status with respect to the OAS, including the principle of civilian oversight and the democratic formation of its authorities”; 
That through its resolutions AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03) the General Assembly established a working group to study and make recommendations related to modernizing and changing the IADB and defining its juridical link with the OAS;
That in resolution AG/RES. 1998 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council “to conclude its analysis and discussions on the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board”;

That in the resolution AG/RES. 2117 (XXXV-O/05), the General Assembly took note of "the analysis and discussions on the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the IADB, especially in connection with the nature, purpose, and functions of the IADB, as reflected in the report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CP/CSH-721/05)" and requested that the Permanent Council conclude, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, "the analysis and its discussions on the topic, and to prepare and approve, by no later than December 31, 2005, ad referendum of the General Assembly, a statute for the IADB to replace its current regulations and amend its basic structure and its relationship with the OAS";
That the “Declaration on Security in the Americas”, adopted by the OAS Member States at the Special Conference on Security held in Mexico City, October 2003, reiterates in paragraph 49 “the need to clarify the juridical and institutional relationship between the Inter-American Defense Board (“IADB”) and the OAS” and similarly urges the Permanent Council to make specific proposals to the General Assembly for that purpose;


That the General Assembly is the supreme organ of the Organization authorized under Article 54 of the Charter to “decide the general action and policy of the Organization, determine the structure and functions of its organs …” and “… to establish measures for coordinating the activities of the organs, agencies, and entities of the organization among themselves, and such activities with those of the other institutions of the inter-American system;” and


That Article 53 of the OAS Charter includes among the organs of the OAS “entities” that “may be established in addition to those provided for in the Charter and in accordance with the provisions thereof”,

RESOLVES:

1. To establish the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) as an “entity” of the Organization under Article 53 of the OAS Charter, and to approve its Statutes, attached to this Resolution.
2. That the IADB Statutes shall enter into force as of the date of the adoption of this Resolution ad referendum of the General Assembly.

3. That those IADB officials currently occupying posts which are to be filled by election under the Statute may remain in those posts until the period for which they were appointed ends or their assignment from the sending state ends, whichever occurs first.
4. [To include the consideration of this resolution in the agenda of the Thirty-Sixth Regular Session of the General Assembly.]
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