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GUIDELINES FOR THE FOLLOW-UP OF THE MANDATES ASSIGNED TO THE OAS BY THE FOURTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
I.
INTRODUCTION
The Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) presents for the consideration of the Member States the document entitled Guidelines for the Follow-up of the Mandates Assigned to the OAS by the Fourth Summit of the Americas elaborated by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS).
These Guidelines contain the mandates from the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held November 4 and 5, 2005, in Mar del Plata, Argentina.


Likewise, the presentation of these Guidelines is carried out in fulfillment of article 22 of the 

Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, which states that the CISC must “coordinate OAS activities in support of the Summits of the Americas process and follow-up and implementation activities relating to mandates assigned to the Organization by the Summits”.

In this sense, in the Work Plan of the CISC for the period 2005-2006 (CP/CISC-183/05 rev.1) the Committee agreed to carry out the follow-up of resolution AG/RES. 2091 (XXXV-O/05) “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”. This resolution requests the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to “continue serving as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo León, supporting the follow-up and dissemination of mandates as well as the preparation and technical coordination of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and offering to help member states implement the mandates assigned in its Plan of Action and those of future Summits”.

Furthermore, paragraph 74 of the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the “pivotal role that the OAS plays in the implementation and follow-up of Summit mandates, and instructs the General Secretariat to continue to act as technical secretariat” of the Summits Process.

II.
METHODOLOGY

The present document, Guidelines for the Follow-up of the Mandates Assigned to the OAS by the Fourth Summit of the Americas, compiles the mandates contained in the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata in order for the OAS, its organs, agencies, and entities, and the General Secretariat to fulfill the commitments. These Guidelines are divided by the chapters of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, specifying the mandates textually, the specific corresponding objectives, the actions to be carried out, the bodies responsible for executing these actions, and, when necessary, the period in which they must be executed. The Summits of the Americas Secretariat included, in these Guidelines, only those mandates assigned to the Organization and made efforts to avoid duplicating mandates emanating from the Declaration and Plan of Action.

The objective of this document is to serve as a tool for the Member States, the political organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and the OAS General Secretariat in the follow-up and implementation of the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.


In this sense, the Declaration contains 5 specific mandates and the Plan of Action presents 21 mandates. It is important to note that some of these initiatives are being executed by specialized organs, diverse committees, and working groups of the Permanent Council of the OAS.

The work assigned to the OAS entails the coordination of the Permanent Council, through the CISC, with all its permanent committees and working groups, the subsidiary bodies of the Permanent Council, as well as the technical areas of the General Secretariat, in particular with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, which also coordinates the participation of civil society in the activities of the OAS.

The attached Guidelines will serve as a general framework for the follow-up of the mandates assigned to the OAS, and the Chair submits them for the consideration of the Member States for their comments and observations so that they may be incorporated at a future meeting of this Committee.
Rodolfo Hugo Gil

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Argentina 

to the Organization of American States
Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management 

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)
Feb 14, 2006 

DECLARATION OF MAR DEL PLATA 

JOBS TO FIGHT POVERTY

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	24. We reaffirm our strong commitment to confronting the scourge of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in our societies. These problems must be fought at all levels of government and the wider society. The Inter-American System also has a vital role to play in this process by, among other activities, analyzing the social, economic, and political obstacles faced by marginalized groups and identifying practical steps, including best practices, on how to combat racism and discrimination. To this end, we support the implementation of the OAS Resolution AG/RES. 2126 (XXXV O/05) that led to the establishment of a Working Group in charge of, inter alia, the preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention Against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, and lend encouragement to that Working Group to combat racism, discrimination, and intolerance through available means as a matter of the highest priority. We also recall our commitment to fully implement our obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
	1. Fight racism, discrimination, and intolerance at all levels of government and society
	a.  Analyze social, economic, and political obstacles faced by vulnerable groups

b.  Identify practical steps on how to combat racism and discrimination

c.  Implement resolution AG/RES.2126 of the XXXV period of the Regular Session of the Assembly General of the OAS

d.  Fulfill the obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
	National governments, Organization of American States (OAS), civil society 
	

	39. We underline the importance of the OAS Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development to be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in August 2006. We encourage the participation of member states and we call upon the OAS to continue to support the preparatory work necessary to make this meeting a success
	1. Define a Plan of Hemispheric Cooperation in the area of Sustainable Development
	a.  Carry out, in the framework of the OAS, the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, in Bolivia, in August, 2006

b.  Support, through the OAS, the preparatory work for the success of these meetings 
	Organization of American States (OAS), National governments – Ministries of Sustainable Development
	


STRENGTHENING DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	72.  National efforts to generate decent jobs and good employment must be supported by international cooperation and solidarity. In this context, we will strengthen hemispheric cooperation mechanisms among our countries within the OAS framework and with other multilateral organizations and financial institutions, to ensure an effective use of instruments and resources needed to promote sustainable growth and development. In this regard, we take note with interest of the international efforts, contributions and discussions, such as the Action Against Hunger and Poverty, aimed at identifying innovative and additional sources of financing for development on a public, private, domestic or external basis, according to each country’s national development strategies, to increase and supplement traditional sources of financing in support of the achievement of internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDG´s) and reflecting the global partnership of the Monterrey Consensus
	1.  Create decent jobs with the support of international cooperation and solidarity
	a.  Strengthen the mechanisms of cooperation among the countries, in the framework of the OAS, and with multilateral organizations and financial institutions

b.  Achieve the internationally agreed millennium goals, such as the Millennium Development Goals (MGD’s)
	National governments, Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	74.  We recognize the pivotal role that the OAS plays in the implementation and follow-up of Summit mandates, and we instruct the General Secretariat to continue to act as technical secretariat; provide support for meetings of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), ministerial meetings, and specialized conferences; coordinate the participation of civil society; and ensure the dissemination of information on the Summits Process and the commitments adopted by the countries
	1.  Implement and follow-up, with the OAS playing a pivotal role, the mandates of the Summits of the Americas 
	a.  Promote implementation of the Summit mandates through the work of the General Secretariat as technical secretariat, providing support for meetings of the SIRG, ministerial meetings, and specialized conferences, coordinating the participation of civil society; and ensuring the dissemination of information on the Summits Process
	National governments, Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	75.  We instruct the members of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprised of the OAS, IDB, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), PAHO, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the World Bank,  ILO, International Organization for Migration (OIM), Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), and the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), under the coordination of the OAS, to continue, through their respective activities and programs, to support the follow-up and implementation of the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, and of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, as well as to assist in the preparations for future summits
	1.  Follow-up and implement the Declarations and Plans of Action, through the collaboration and contribution of the members of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG)
	a.  Collaborate actively in the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG)

b.  Provide assistance in the preparations for future Summits
	Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG)
	


PLAN OF ACTION OF MAR DEL PLATA 

CREATING DECENT WORK

C. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	22. To strengthen, in cooperation with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), ILO, and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), national capacities to produce statistics particularly focused on labor matters broken down by gender and race
	1.  Strengthen national capacities to produce statistics, particularly focused on labor matters broken down by gender and race
	a.  Achieve a document, among the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), that contains statistics focused on labor matters broken down by gender and race 
	OAS – Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
	

	23. To request that the Organization of American States (OAS) continue its technical support in the implementation of the Inter-American program adopted by resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05) of the thirty-fifth period of regular sessions of the General Assembly
	1.  Continue to support the implementation of the Inter-American program adopted by resolution AG/RES 2141 (XXXV-O/05)
	a.  Support the implementation of the Inter-American Program adopted by resolution AG/RES 2141 (XXXV-O/05)

b. Present a resolution to the XXXVI General Assembly to request that the Member States continue to support this program
	Organization of American States (OAS), Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML)
	2006


GROWTH WITH EMPLOYMENT

B. HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	39. To substantially improve the capacity at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels for risk mitigation; to implement cost-effective and robust early warning systems, and to enhance disaster recovery and reconstruction capabilities in collaboration with relevant international and regional institutions.  To explore with relevant international and regional institutions the coordinated development of effective public-private catastrophic risk insurance systems
	1.  Improve the capacity for risk mitigation, early-warning, and disaster recovery and reconstruction
	a.  Substantially improve these capacities at the national, regional, and hemispheric levels

b.  Carry out research, follow-up, and identify relevant regional institutions in order to explore which regional businesses deal with risk mitigation, and disaster recovery and reconstruction


	Governments and national or international institutions
	


C. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	41. To promote increased funding and investment in science and technology, engineering and innovation.  To request the appropriate multilateral organizations to strengthen technical and financial cooperation activities aimed at pursuing this goal and at the development of national innovation systems


	1.  Promote increased investment in science, technology, engineering, and innovation

2.  Develop national innovation systems
	a.  Request that multilateral organizations strengthen technical and financial cooperation in science, technology, engineering, and innovation

b.  Create and implement an investment program in science and technology
	National governments, multilateral organizations
	

	42.  To request the ILO to extend its technical assistance and support to countries (governments, organizations of employers, and workers) in their efforts to promote the creation of more and better jobs, especially through the strengthening and development of micro, small, and medium-sized companies
	1.  Generate more jobs through strengthening and developing micro, small, and medium-sized businesses 
	a.  Request the ILO to extend its technical assistance for the creation of jobs
	International Labour Organization (ILO), Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG)
	

	43. To request Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and ECLAC to continue with their efforts to develop an information system for the follow-up and evaluation of the AGRO 2003-2015 Plan, and the other members of the Joint Summit Working Group to join in those efforts as a contribution to defining goals and indicators for the mandates of the Summit of the Americas
	1.  Develop an information system for the follow-up and evaluation of the AGRO 2003-2015 Plan
	a.  Develop an information system for the follow-up and evaluation of the AGRO 2003-2015 Plan

b.  Define the goals and indicators for the mandates of the Summits of the Americas
	Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG)
	2005-2015


SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

B. HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION
	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	52. To identify and exchange, within the framework of the OAS, practices in the region regarding policies and programs to confront poverty


	1.  Identify practices to combat poverty
	a.  In the framework of the OAS, exchange and identify policies and practices in the region to combat poverty
	National governments, Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	53.  To continue to strengthen regional cooperation and the mobilization of resources to advance in the fight against the production, trafficking and consumption of illicit drugs and psychotropic substances, calling upon the countries of the hemisphere, in cooperation with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), to: develop, implement, and evaluate substance abuse prevention programs, in particular for children and young people, such as “Life Skills”, among others; expand the “Program to Estimate the Human, Social, and Economic Cost of Drugs in the Americas”; and promote support for the integral and sustainable development strategies carried out by the countries affected by cultivation and production of illicit drugs
	1.  Strengthen regional cooperation and the mobilization of resources in the fight against the production, trafficking, and consumption of illicit drugs and psychotropic substances


	a.  Develop, implement, and evaluate substance abuse prevention programs

b.  Expand the “Program to Estimate the Human, Social and Economic Cost of Drugs in the Americas”

c.  Promote support for the integral and sustainable development strategies carried out by the countries affected by the cultivation and production of illicit drugs


	National governments, OAS – Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
	


C. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	55.  To develop, within the framework of the OAS, before 2008, the study of a literacy program, taking into account successful experiences in order to advance towards the eradication of illiteracy in our countries
	1.  Advance toward the eradication of illiteracy in the countries of the region
	a.  Develop the study of a literacy program that takes into account successful experiences in the countries


	Organization of American States (OAS)
	2006- 2007

	56. To promote, within the framework of the OAS, the exchange of experiences for the implementation of electronic education programs articulating means, resources, and tools aimed at strengthening and enriching the educational processes in schools, including the use of new information and communication technologies
	1.  Strengthen educational processes in schools through the use of new technologies


	a.  Exchange experiences for the implementation of electronic education programs
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	57. To encourage the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action
	1.  Conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action
	a.  Continue with the work now under way in the OAS
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	59. To consider at the next OAS period of regular sessions of the General Assembly to be held in the Dominican Republic, a Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016), together with a program of action

	1.  Adopt the Declaration on the Decade of the Americas for Persons with Disabilities
	a.  Carry out efforts in order to achieve a Declaration and Program of Action in the next period of regular sessions 
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	60.  To intensify negotiations for the quick adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and ensure the continuity and transparency of their effective participation in the ongoing dialogue at the OAS
	1.  Adopt the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	a.  Intensify the meetings of negotiation

b.  Ensure continuity and transparency of the effective participation in the ongoing dialogue at the OAS
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	


STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

A. NATIONAL COMMITMENTS

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	62.  To continue supporting and strengthening the functioning of the bodies of the Inter-American System of Human Rights, promoting within the political bodies of the OAS, in the framework of the ongoing reflection process, concrete actions to achieve, among other objectives, greater adhesion to the legal instruments, an effective observance of the decisions by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and due consideration of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, and the improvement of access of the victims to the mechanisms of the system, and the adequate financing of the bodies of the System, including the fostering of voluntary contributions
	1. Achieve greater adhesion to the legal instruments

2. Ensure effective observance of the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

3. Achieve due consideration of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights

4. Perfect victims’ access to the mechanisms of the system

5. Achieve adequate financing of the bodies of the system
	a.  Support and strengthen the bodies of the Inter-American System of Human Rights
	National governments,

OAS – Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR)
	


B. HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	64. To identify, before December 2006, specific initiatives for cooperation, and the exchange of experiences in the development of technical skills in our countries that contribute to the full application of the provisions of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, and the strengthening of its Implementation Follow-up Mechanism (MESICIC), giving special consideration to the recommendations to that effect arising from the first round of said Mechanism
	1. Develop technical capacities for the full application of the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption
	a.  Identify concrete initiatives for cooperation

b.  Pay attention to the recommendations arising from the first round of the MESICIC

c. Strengthen the MESICIC
	National governments, 

OAS - Implementation Follow-up Mechanism of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (MESICIC)
	Before 2006

	65. To consolidate the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, support the actions for the implementation of a strategic plan for the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), and strengthen the institutional development of the General Secretariat of the OAS in these issues, in accordance with the framework of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)

	1.  Consolidate the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition

2.  Implement a strategic plan for the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

3.  Strengthen the institutional development of the General Secretariat of the OAS in these issues
	a.  Apply the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition

b.  Implement a strategic plan for the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

c.  Take measures to strengthen the institutional development of the General Secretariat in these issues
	National governments,

OAS - Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)
	

	66.  To cooperate with solidarity with the Haitian people in their efforts to revitalize the democratic institutions, fight poverty, and foster equitable socio-economic development, including, the creation of decent work through, among others, greater support from the international financial institutions and cooperation agencies, and implement disarmament, demobilization, and reinsertion programs (DDR), with the support of MINUSTAH and the Special Mission of the OAS for the Strengthening of Democracy in Haiti
	1.  Cooperate with the Haitian people in their efforts to revitalize the democratic institutions, fight poverty, and foster equitable socio-economic development, including the creation of decent work
	a.  Increase support from the international financial institutions and cooperation agencies in Haiti

b.  Implement disarmament, demobilization, and reinsertion programs 
	National governments, Special Mission of the OAS for the Strengthening of Democracy in Haiti (MINUSTAH)
	


C. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

	MANDATES
	SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
	ACTIONS
	ACTORS
	TIMELINE

	67.  Recognizing the interconnection between democratic governance and the economic and social development of our peoples and the theme of the Mar del Plata Summit, we request the political bodies and the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue to advance in the effective implementation of the Declaration of Florida, “Delivering the Benefits of Democracy”
	1.  Implement the Declaration of Florida, recognizing the interconnection between democratic governance and economic and social development
	a.  Request the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue to advance in the effective implementation of the Declaration of Florida “Delivering the Benefits of Democracy”
	National governments, Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	68.  To request the General Secretariat of the OAS to present for the consideration of the political bodies of the Organization, before 2007, an inter-American program including the exchange of experiences and best practices to strengthen in our countries mechanisms for the participation and collaboration in governance by civil society organizations, the private sector, and the citizenry at large, specifically in the development of public policy for the generation of employment and the fight against poverty, including local governments, in a framework of inclusive social dialogue that takes into account the vulnerability of the most excluded sectors of our societies
	1.  Strengthen and perfect the mechanisms for the participation and collaboration of civil society, the private sector, and citizenry at large
	a.  Present an inter-American program, of the exchange of experiences and best practices, for the participation and collaboration of civil society organizations
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	Before 2007

	69.  To encourage, through the OAS, regional training programs in e-government, and promote the exchange of experiences with the countries that have made progress in this field
	1.  Favor the exchange of experiences in e-government with countries that have more experience in this field
	a.  Promote capacity building programs on e-government at regional levels
	Organization of American States (OAS)
	

	70. To ensure that the OAS and other hemispheric organizations have the financial and institutional capacity to implement Summits commitments
	1.  Ensure the implementation of Summits commitments
	a.  Ensure the financial and institutional capacity of the OAS and other regional organizations
	Organization of American States (OAS)
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