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The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items on the draft order of business, document CP/OD.1526/06.  The draft order of business was approved as presented.

· In memoriam


The Permanent Council paid tribute to the memory of Mr. Ernesto Leal Sánchez, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua, and asked the Alternate Representative of Nicaragua to express its condolences to the people and Government of Nicaragua.

· Presentation of gavel to the outgoing Chair of the Council


The Council presented a gavel to Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, in recognition of his excellent service as Chair of the Permanent Council from October to December 2005.

· Recognition of OAS staff members


The Permanent Council congratulated OAS staff members Von Martin and Rebecca Medrano, who received a special award at the 21st Annual Mayor’s Arts Awards Gala on January 9, 2006, in recognition of their efforts in support of the arts and culture in the Washington D.C. area.

· Meeting of Directors of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States


The Permanent Council congratulated the General Secretariat on holding a meeting with the directors of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States.

1. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the draft resolution entitled “Date and place of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas” (CP/CAJP-2318/05 rev. 1)


The Council decided to postpone its consideration of this item.

2. Report on the Mission to Haiti


The Council took note of the report presented by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, on the recent mission to Haiti, as well as of the comments made by the Ambassador of Haiti and other delegations.

3. Report of the Chair of the Meeting of Experts to Propose a Revised Scale of Quota Assessments (REG/NEC/doc.6/06)


Ambassador Manuel María Cáceres, Permanent Representative of Paraguay and Chair of the Meeting of Experts to Propose a Revised Scale of Quota Assessments, presented the report of the experts.  The Council took note of the report, which contained two proposals for a revised scale of quotas, and in accordance with Article 60 of the Charter of the OAS, the Council agreed to transmit the report to the Preparatory Committee of the special session of the General Assembly.

4. Draft resolution: Convocation of the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4073/06)


The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 897 (1526/06), through which it convened the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly for January 30 and 31, 2006.

5. Invitations to the thirty-first special session of the General Assembly 


The Council, taking in account that the special session of the General Assembly would only deal with items related to the Organization’s budget process, agreed to invite only the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS to the special session of the General Assembly.

6. Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil offering to host the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Work Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


The Council decided to transmit the note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Other business 

· The Chair informed delegations that the minutes of the regular meetings of the Council held on June 23, 2004, August 30, 2004, and September 7, 2004, and the minutes of the special meeting held on July 22, 2004, had been distributed in the room pursuant to Article 69 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

· As requested by Permanent Mission of Venezuela, the Permanent Council agreed to hold the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons from March 14 to 17, 2006, on Margarita Island, Venezuela.   A revised version of resolution CP/RES. 889 (1503/05) rev. 1 will be duly issued by the Secretariat to reflect this decision. 

· Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada, informed the Council that the Liberal Party won the elections that were recently held in his country. 

· Ambassador Esteban Tomic informed the Council on the elections held in his country in which, for the first time, a woman was elected President of Chile.

· Ambassador María Tamayo Arnal informed the Council on the elections held in her country.
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�.	Statements and comments by the delegations may be found in the verbatim minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1526/06.
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