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1. Consideration of the topic “Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism” [AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05)]
To initiate consideration of this topic, Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), drew attention, inter alia, to the following background information:

· During the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of December 12, 2002, the IACHR, in keeping with the mandate issued in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 1906 (XXXII-O/02), distributed its report on “Terrorism and Human Rights” (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.116 - Doc. 5 rev. 1).
/
· On February 12 and 13, 2004, the CAJP held the “Meeting of Government Experts to Exchange, from a Human Rights Perspective, Best Practices and National Experiences in Adopting Antiterrorism Measures” (See the report of the Meeting - CP/CAJP-2140/04).

· The IACHR and the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) have shared information on important aspects of this topic.

· Both the IACHR and CICTE have participated in events organized by both bodies, in order to keep the channels of communication open in this area.

· During the IACHR session beginning on February 27, the members of the Commission will be considering the recommendations for the protection of human rights by OAS member states in the fight against terrorism, which the General Assembly requested from the IACHR, for possible submission to the CAJP.

For their part, the delegations insisted on the importance of fulfilling the mandates in that regard set out in resolution AG/RES. 2143 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraphs 5 and 6 of which read:

5. To request the IACHR  to continue preparing recommendations for the protection of human rights by member states in the fight against terrorism, in coordination with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and in consultation with national experts, as requested in resolution AG/RES. 2035 (XXXIV-O/04), prior to the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly.
6. On the basis of the recommendations referred to in the preceding paragraph, the Permanent Council may consider preparing draft common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism, that compile current international standards based on applicable international law, as well as best practices, for consideration by the General Assembly.


With respect to the recommendations that the plenary of the IACHR was about to consider, the delegations were very interested in knowing whether the Commission, in preparing them, had communicated and collaborated with CICTE and whether it had held the corresponding consultations with national experts.


In reply, Dr. Cantón said that the necessary consultations had been held in due course.

2. Consideration of the topic “Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment” [AG/RES. 2125 (XXXV-O/05)]

In his presentation, Dr. Cantón, Executive Secretary of the IACHR, expressed, among other things, the Commission’s serious concern about the prison situation in the Hemisphere, as well as many issues related to the rights and the care of detainees or inmates.


He said that, during the most recent period, the IACHR had received 28 petitions in that connection.


In concluding his comments, Dr. Cantón asked the CAJP to set aside time during its meeting of March 2, 2006, for a formal presentation by the IACHR Rapporteur on this topic, Dr. Florentín Meléndez.  The delegations expressed an interest in hearing Dr. Meléndez speak at that meeting.


For their part, the delegations insisted on the importance of fulfilling the mandates in this regard set out in resolution AG/RES. 2125 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraphs 2, 4, and 7 of which read:

2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue studying the question of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, in cooperation with the competent organs and entities of the inter-American system and taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, contained in the Final Report of that meeting (REMJA-V/doc.9/04), including the report of the First Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States (GAPECA/doc.04/03).

4.
To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to report on the situation of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment in the Hemisphere and to compile, using as a basis its work on the subject, the regional and global parameters for detention and imprisonment policies in the member states, making reference to any problems and good practices observed.

7. To reiterate to the Permanent Council that, on the basis of the results of the discussions and studies conducted, including the inputs of the IACHR, it should consider the possibility of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, with a view to strengthening existing international standards on the matter. To that end, the topic should be considered in the context of the Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies that is to be held under a mandate of REMJA-V, and national human rights experts should participate in that meeting. 
3. Preparations for the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in the Dominican Republic

The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, made a presentation in connection with his note in the document “Draft Resolutions of the General Assembly to Be Considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs” (CP/CAJP-2329/06). 

The delegations acknowledged and thanked the Chair for his initiative to begin the preparatory work for the next session of the OAS General Assembly. Delegations expressed an interest in presenting, in due course, draft resolutions on the following topics:

· Standards for the preparation of periodic reports pursuant to the Protocol of San Salvador

· Prevention of racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance and consideration of the preparation of a draft inter-American convention

· Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents

· Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families

· Right to truth
· Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Program for Cooperation

· Protection of asylum-seekers, refugees, returnees, and stateless persons in the Americas


In concluding his remarks on that topic, the Chair announced that, as was customary, he would be presenting draft resolutions on those topics that were generally the responsibility of the CAJP Chair and on those for which the Committee had fulfilled its mandates, those the Committee wished to continue to follow up on, and those with pending mandates for the OAS organs, agencies, and entities.


The Chair said that it intended to begin informal consultations on the draft resolutions as they came in.

4. Preparations for special CAJP events

The Committee decided to change the dates for the following special events:

· The CAJP meeting to receive the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee has been scheduled for March 29, immediately after the meeting of the Permanent Council to commemorate the CJI centennial.

· The Special Meeting on the Principles of International Law Set Forth in the OAS Charter has been scheduled for March 30.

5. Action taken in 2005 in connection with inter-American treaties - signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification and/or accession, reservations, understandings, declarations, and designations of central authorities or intelligence units (Document presented by the International Law Office of the Department of International Legal Affairs) (CP/CAJP-2321/06)
Mr. Dante Negro, Director of the International Law Office, made a presentation on the document mentioned above.


The delegations expressed their appreciation for the document and acknowledged the importance of the information it contained.


In response to the comments of one delegation, Mr. Negro said that he would contact the secretariats of the organs of the inter-American system to suggest that they update their Web pages with the information the International Law Office published on signatures to (ratifications of, etc.) the different inter-American treaties.
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�.	Note from the Secretariat of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP):


At its meeting of March 6, 2003, the CAJP received the observations and recommendations of the member states on that report (See document CP/CAJP-2037/03).


On October 23, 2003, in keeping with the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03), the CAJP continued its study of the aforementioned report (See document CP/CAJP-2097/03).





