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NOTICE


The Secretariat of the Permanent Council has the honor to address the permanent missions and, at the request of Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Chair of the Working Group to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of La Romana of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly, to inform you that the first meeting of the Group will be held on April 19, 2006, at 2:30 p.m. in the Simón Bolívar Room.  At that time, the idea is to begin to consider the draft, which is attached, and therefore the Group Chair urges the permanent missions to conduct the necessary consultations so as to arrive prepared to move forward in the negotiation.
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DRAFT DECLARATION OF LA ROMANA:

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE KNOWLEDGE-BASED SOCIETY

(Presented by Mr. Carlos Morales Troncoso,
Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic

at the Special Session of the Permanent Council held on March 15, 2006)

DRAFT DECLARATION OF LA ROMANA:
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE KNOWLEDGE-BASED SOCIETY

(Presented by Mr. Carlos Morales Troncoso,
Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic

at the Special Session of the Permanent Council held on March 15, 2006)


The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), meeting in La Romana, Dominican Republic, on the occasion of the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly,


RECOGNIZING that humankind has moved toward a new development model focused on the human person and based on the intensive use of knowledge and of information and communication technologies, as fundamental means to strengthen good governance and bring about equitable and sustainable development in the Americas;


CONVINCED that the expansion of this Knowledge-Based Society constitutes a challenge and an opportunity that helps us to address the social, economic, and political agenda of the Americas;

RECALLING that the Charter of the OAS proclaims that the historic mission of the Americas is to offer human beings a land of liberty and a favorable environment for the development of their personality and the realization of their just aspirations;


REAFFIRMING their commitment to give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education, science, technology, and culture, oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress;


TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;


UNDERSCORING that transparency in government activities, probity, and responsible public administration on the part of governments are essential components of good governance and the exercise of democracy;


CONSIDERING that the importance of incorporating information and communication technologies into the region’s political, economic, and social development efforts has been supported by the Summits of the Americas since the Miami Summit in 1994, was emphasized in the declaration on connectivity of the Quebec City Summit in 2001, and was reaffirmed at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, in Mar del Plata in November 2005;


CONSIDERING ALSO that the Declaration of Mar del Plata establishes that every effort must be made to take advantage of the possibilities offered by information and communication technologies to increase efficiency and transparency in the public sector, and to facilitate the participation of citizens in public life, thereby helping to strengthen democratic governance; and recognizing that democratic governance is interconnected with economic and social development in the region, as was recognized in its Plan of Action;

NOTING that, in the “Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas” [AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03)], we recognized the need to define an agenda for good governance for the Hemisphere that addresses political, economic, and social challenges and fosters credibility and public trust in democratic institutions;


REITERATING the commitment made in the “Declaration of Florida:  Delivering the Benefits of Democracy” [AG/DEC. 41 (XXXV-O/05)] to advance the prosperity, democratic values, democratic institutions, and security of our Hemisphere;


NOTING that in resolution AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” we requested that the General Secretariat, through the appropriate offices, take into account in its activities the contribution that information and communication technologies can make to developing more just, open, and democratic societies;

RECOGNIZING the results of the process of the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which established an unquestionable link between information and communication technologies and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;


NOTING that the Latin American and Caribbean member states of the United Nations adopted the Plan of Action for the Information Society (eLAC 2007), in June 2005 in Rio de Janeiro, as a result of a regional process that began in Bávaro in 2003;


RECALLING that the ministers of education, the ministers of labor, and the ministers of science and technology of the Americas recognized, in the Declaration of Lima of November 2004, the Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action of May 2005, and the Declaration of Mexico of September 2005, the crucial role that information and communication technologies play in implementing their respective agendas; 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the February 2006 Declaration of San José of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), which recognizes the significant progress made in connectivity in the countries of the region and provides for implementation of the second phase of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and the Plan of Action of Quito;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the commitments made by multilateral and bilateral development and financial institutions as a result of the Rome Declaration on Harmonization, of February 2003, in which they pledged to use information and communication technologies to facilitate harmonization of their development policies; 


BEARING IN MIND that efforts made to improve and coordinate the legal foundations of information and communication technologies are fundamental to filling existing gaps in the legal structure of the Knowledge-Based Society; 


MINDFUL that some countries of the region, by applying information and communication technologies, have made progress in their political, social, and economic processes in recent decades, but recognizing the urgency of fashioning an appropriate, separate process for the Americas, so as to carry out fully the commitments made in high-level declarations on expansion of the Knowledge-Based Society; and


MINDFUL ALSO that the lack of equity and the exclusion that have traditionally affected large social groups in the Americas, together with the emergence of information and communication technologies, have resulted in the creation of a new form of exclusion, known as the digital gap,

1. Declare the importance of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in achieving development and strengthening good governance, and the need to work intensely to ensure that all people of the Americas may participate in the benefits generated by the Knowledge-Based Society.

2. Request the Organization of American States to continue to support the use of ICTs in national and municipal processes to modernize public institutions that reinforce good governance and a climate of democracy, promote transparency in public management and efficiency in the provision of services, and help meet the people’s needs and aspirations.

3. Declare their commitment to ensure that special attention is given to the development of e-government public services for use by the population, facilitating access in particular to groups in greatest need.

4. Also declare their commitment to develop ICTs as a tool for promoting and fostering ongoing, ethical, and responsible participation by citizens in decisions concerning their own development, which is in turn a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.

5. Request the Secretary General to promote, by means of suitable programs and in accordance with the OAS Charter and the Democratic Charter, the use of ICTs to promote citizen participation in public life–a building block of democratic governance and the interaction of individuals and the various levels of government.

6. Undertake to strengthen and expand all programs and initiatives aimed at redressing the profound inequalities that stand in the way of poverty alleviation and weaken the democratic institutional system in the region, using ICTs as a development tool.

7. Request the OAS to continue, through its General Secretariat and its specialized committees, such as CITEL, to coordinate regional efforts to develop initiatives and identify additional resources to reduce inequality in access to ICTs and in their use and benefits, in order to eliminate the digital gap.

8. Reaffirm the commitments of the Summits of the Americas, in which the Presidents and Heads of State of the Americas identified education as the linchpin of hemispheric progress and human development, which impacts the political, social, economic, and democratic life of our societies.

9. Request the Secretary General to continue, through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Inter-American Committee on Education, to support measures to increase levels of schooling and the quality of education–essential factors in increasing human productivity–as well as efforts to ensure that action programs and horizontal cooperation strategies enrich teaching processes in formal education and education for life, including the use of new information and communication technologies.
10. Reiterate, as established in the Plan of Action of the Mar del Plata Summit, the importance of incorporating new information and communication technologies into the training of our citizens.
11. Instruct the OAS to continue, through the Inter-American Committee on Education, to promote in the hemispheric and subregional programs arising from the mandates of the Summits of the Americas the appropriate use of ICTs in education, adapting them to the requirements of the Knowledge-Based Society and to local contexts, thus providing opportunities and benefits to the people, in particular to those populations excluded from social and economic development.
12. Declare their interest in promoting increased ICT use by businesses, in particular micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, to enable them to improve their output and competitiveness in national and international public and private markets.

13. Declare their commitment to generate an environment conducive to the development of a competitive national technological industry that generates jobs, in order to contribute to economic and social development.

14. Request the General Secretariat, in keeping with the November 2004 Declaration of Lima of the ministers of science and technology, to design and implement programs to support the establishment of national innovation systems oriented towards the productive sector, with a view to improving its competitiveness through the use of ICTs, thus contributing to the integral development of our countries.

15. Reiterate their ongoing concern over the frequency and intensity of natural disasters, as well as of environmental and manmade disasters, which have had devastating effects and have affected sustainable development in the region and the physical and psychological integrity of its inhabitants. Likewise, they reaffirm their commitment to undertake efforts to enhance disaster prevention, mitigation, and management, and to make those efforts an integral part of development plans; and they express their conviction that ICTs should be an important tool in the success of those efforts.

16. Declare that it is of the utmost importance to adopt national legal frameworks to ensure the stability, harmonization, and expansion of the strategies of the Knowledge-Based Society; and therefore they request the OAS General Secretariat to lend its assistance in these efforts.

17. Request the Permanent Council to consider the possibility of convening, with the assistance of the General Secretariat, an inter-American specialized conference, for the purpose of developing a common legal framework to regulate the diverse topics associated with the expansion of the Knowledge-Based Society, e-government, and other related matters in the Americas.

18. Declare their interest in taking advantage of existing experiences, in particular those of public institutions in the Americas, in the planning and implementation of national strategies for the Knowledge-Based Society; and they instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the General Secretariat to pursue their horizontal cooperation activities.

19. Instruct the General Secretariat to promote support for, and the synergies of, international organizations, the private sector, and civil society, in order to implement the commitments made in La Romana, in terms of their comparative advantages, with special attention to the smallest and most vulnerable economies.

20. Request the OAS General Secretariat to include ICTs as a crosscutting factor in the design of policies and programs related to good governance and development.
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