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MESSAGE FROM THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MILITARY COUP OF MARCH 24, 1976

Thirty years ago, on March 24, 1976, Argentine suffered its last, and cruelest, coup d’état.  The Armed Forces, with the collaboration of civilian sectors, took over government structures to establish a repressive regime devoid of any constitutional or legal framework and respect for human dignity.  At the same time, it imposed a model of indiscriminate economic liberalization and financial speculation, dashing all prospects for industrial development, employment and social inclusion, hard won achievements of Argentine society over many years of struggle. 
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The methods employed to eliminate any opposition within society during this period included extrajudicial execution, kidnapping, torture, forced disappearances, and the appropriation of children kidnapped along with their parents or born in captivity. Gross, systematic violations of human rights.  The truth is manifest in the pain of the families of the thousands of people detained and disappeared, of exiles, and of the survivors who suffered and lived to tell the story of the most terrible aspects of history.

The restoration of democracy made it possible to prosecute and convict the perpetrators of state terrorism in a legal framework that guaranteed the right of the accused to a legitimate defense and acquittal, precisely the same right denied the victims of the dictatorship.  Nonetheless, the progress and the setbacks since the restoration of democracy in 1983, such as the Due Obedience and Final Point laws and the pardons, led many human rights organizations to work tirelessly to raise awareness in society so that history would not repeat itself.  This invaluable struggle coincided with the decision of the current administration of President Kirchner who, together with the legislative branch and the judiciary, eliminated the administrative and legal hurdles to punishing the perpetrators of human rights violations.  Because we are convinced, as a society and as a government, that memory, truth, justice, and reparation, are the basic pillars of the struggle against impunity and the construction of a better democracy.  The Argentine government is committed to channeling all of its efforts to this end, just as it has been doing up to now.

Argentina will always be deeply grateful.  For the denunciations by government agencies and nongovernmental organizations that helped to save lives.  For the help and reception that the authorities, citizens in general, peoples, and local communities of many countries around the world offered to so many victims and their families. 


Just as we do not forget the horror, we cannot fail to recall the solidarity and hope that flowed in from abroad to embrace us in those moments.  To them and to you, for sharing our commitment to memory, truth, and justice, 
THANK YOU
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